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DRAFT 
MINUTES OF 

TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 9, 2010 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 9th day of 
September, 2010 at 7 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, 
NY.   
 
KENNETH MCCULLOCH: The Town Board had a moment of silence in memory of Kenneth 
McCulloch who passed away recently. Ken was an employee of the Highway Department for over ten 
years and a volunteer member of the Zoning Board of Appeals for many years. 
 
The meeting was convened by Supervisor Dermody and the roll was called with the following results: 
 PRESENT WERE: Supervisor Marie Dermody, Councilwoman Marion Cooke, Councilwoman 
Dale Dorner, Councilman John Kudlack, Town Clerk Kathleen A. Hallenbeck, Attorney Joseph Catalano 
 ABSENT: Councilman Gary Chase 
Also present were Superintendent Gary Zeh and 43 interested citizens. 
 
AUDIENCE COMMENTS:  

• Jane Hershey mentioned that if the Town Board put up a rope or chain going in to the stone pile 
location perhaps it would deter people from taking the stone and sand.   

        Ms. Hershey read portion of her letter to the Town Board concerning the old building that was 
taken down in Potter Hollow. (Letter is on file in the Town Clerk’s office) 
 
MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the minutes for the Regular Meeting 

held on August 12, 2010 and the Work meeting held on August 10, 2010; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack.                                  
Motion Carried. Ayes (4) Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays (0)  

 
TRANSFERS: 
 A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorner to make the following transfers; 
 FROM     TO    AMOUNT 

General Fund  
Contingency –A1990.4   Attorney –A1420.4  $468.00 

 Purchased law books with the Town Judges. 
 Contingency – A1990.4   Data Processing      700.00 
 Data processing charges for the current month. 
 Supt Highway – A5010.2   Supt Highway – A5010.4        18.00 
 Travel Expense for Highway Superintendent. 
 Contingency – A1990.4    Program for Aging – A7610.4        40.00 
 Current charges for the month. 
 Workers Comp – A9040.8   Disability – A9055.8        270.00 
 Disability insurance increase based on audit by carrier. 
 Contingency – A1990.4   General Health Ins. – A9060.8      8700.00 
 Highway Fund 

General Repairs – DA5110.1  FEMA Coord –DA5151.1       1700.00 
 Payroll charges for the FEMA coordinator current/past month. 
 Health Ins – DA9060.8   Disability Ins – D9055.8          220.00 
 Increase in disability insurance due to audit from carrier. 
 Water Fund   

Administration – SW8310.4  Trans/distribution – SW8340.4        2700.00 
Repairs to water district dam.  Please discuss with Jack Long.         

 2nd by Councilman Kudlack; Motion Carried. Ayes (4) Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack;  
Nays (0) 
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ABSTRACT  2010-    VOUCHERS,BILLS: The General Fund – (8/17/10) - $1126.11; Highway Fund – 
(8/17/10) - $382.80; 9/9/10 – 9/10/10 - General Fund -$20,889.90;  Highway Fund - $48,410.64; Lighting 
District - $664.00;    Sewer District - $58.97; Water District - $2090.03. – Total $72,113.54. 
Agency & Trust – (9/8/10) - $1219.80. 
Councilwoman Cooke, the voucher for repairs to the gas pumps that was coded to the general fund should 
be coded to the highway fund and why did we have to pay a late fee to Central Hudson?   
We ran out of checks and delivery of new check took far longer than they should have    

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to pay all signed vouchers; 2nd by Councilman 
Kudlack. Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

   
CORRESPONDENCE             

• Mrs. Janice D. Irons – Crime Victim and Sexual Violence Center.  Supervisor Dermody read  
a letter from Mrs. Irons concerning the CVSVC and the possibility of its doors closing. 
The Town Board discussed this issue. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorner authorizing Supervisor Dermody to write a letter in 
support of keeping the Albany County Crime Victim & Sexual Violence Center open and not to 
eliminate any positions at this agency; 2nd by Councilwoman Cooke. Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) 
Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays (0)    

 
REPORTS 
SUPERVISOR DERMODY 

• FINANCIAL REPORT : The Town Board reviewed and discussed the financial report submitted 
 by Bookkeeper Cornwell.  Councilwoman Cooke asked that Bookkeeper Cornwell make the needed 
corrections. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the Financial Report as 
corrected; 2nd by Councilwoman Dorner. Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Cooke, 
Dorner, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

• WASTE OIL COLLECTIN :  Supervisor Dermody reported that 52.2 gallons of used oil were 
collected on August 21, 2010.  The next waste oil collections days are September 18th and October 23rd.  

• SPECIAL MEETING : Supervisor Dermody suggested that the meeting to present the Tentative 
Budget to the Town Board be scheduled for October 4, 2010.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to schedule a Special Meeting for October 
4, 2010, 7 PM for the purpose of the Town Clerk presenting the Town Board with their 
2011 Tentative Budget; 2nd by Councilwoman Dorner.  Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) 
Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays (0). 

• RECOMMENDATIONS :  Supervisor Dermody mentioned that the Town Board should begin to  
act on some of the issues that were noted in the Town of Berne’s audit. The following issues were given to 
the Board members to begin investigating and to come back to the October meeting with information. 
Councilman Chase – fencing and security; Councilwoman Cooke – well; Councilman Dorner – records 
room; Councilman Kudlack – generator. 

• PAYROLL :  Supervisor Dermody thanked Councilwoman Cooke for auditing the July payroll. 
Councilman Kudlack will do the August payroll. 
Councilwoman Cooke asked if the employees could be assigned numbers.  Supervisor Dermody will bring 
this up to Bookkeeper Cornwell. 

• DVD:  Supervisor Dermody asked Mr. Tollner if he had a copy of the March DVD yet. 
Mr. Tollner mentioned that it is coming. 

• FEMA :  Supervisor Dermody reported that another folder has been sent in; we have two more to 
go.  One of them is the Impounding Dam project. 

• OLD BUILDING DEBRIS – POTTER HOLLOW :  Supervisor Dermody reported that Bill 
Jones is going to remove the metal debris stating on Saturday.  It will take him a couple of days to do this.  
He is not charging us to removal the metal debris. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorner to accept the Supervisor’s report, 2nd by 
Councilman Kudlack.  Motion Carried. Ayes (4) Dermody, Chase, Dorner, Kudlack; 
Nays (0) 
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TOWN ATTORNEY 
• LOCAL LAW NO, 2 OF THE YEAR 2010 – COMMERCIAL WIND POWER   

FACILITIES :  Attorney Catalano asked if the notification of filing of Local Law No. 2 for the Town of 
Rensselaerville has come back from the Department of State yet. 
Town Clerk Hallenbeck mentioned that it hasn’t been received yet.   

• DOG LICENSING LAW  – Town Clerk Hallenbeck gave copies of a sample law to the  
Town Board. There will be a meeting of the Town Clerks Association on the 17th to discuss tags.  Town 
Clerk Hallenbeck gave a portion of her report.  (Entire report is listed under the Town Clerk section)       
Attorney Catalano mentioned that since we have to adopt the law by the end of the year, by the October 
Board meeting he will have a draft law for the Board to review and look at the fee schedules and the things 
that they want to cover and don’t want to cover.  The schedule is October we will introduce the proposed 
law and have a public hearing in November. 
Attorney Catalano mentioned that it is remarkable the way the town clerks work together, getting this law 
out.  Their networking is very good; he is getting reports from a lot of different towns from the town clerks.   
 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

• KEN MCCULLOCH :  Superintendent Zeh mentioned that he only knew Ken for a short time; he 
 was a really nice guy, he made his job easier.  He will be missed by the Highway Department. 

• WORK IN PROGRESS:  Superintendent Zeh mentioned that culverts have been installed on  
 Pucker Street and Pond Hill Road. Fleming Road the ditching has been completed and culvert installation.     
 Siebert Road, paving is tentatively scheduled for next week.  After they get done paving Siebert Road, they   
 will go to Pearson Road and patch.  Repairs – last month we spend $6,190.00 on equipment and trucks.   
 We may need to transfer money into the equipment line to get these trucks ready for the winter.  

• USED MEDIUM DUTY TRUCK/HEAVY DUTY TRUCK : 
USED MEDIUM DUTY TRUCK:  Superintendent Zeh handed out the results of the medium duty trucks 
that he located.  A 2007 Ford F550, truck price - $34,400.00, plow - $5500.00, Sander - $5642.00, warranty 
2 years on the engine, mileage 32,000.00, engine – 6.0L diesel.  A 2008 Ford F550 - $35,500.00, plow - 
$4522.00, sander - $4656.00, warranty 3 years on the engine, mileage – 47,000, engine – 6.4l diesel.    
Superintendent Zeh was asked if he looked at the State contracts.  The State contract was awarded to Burr, 
they have the contract for GMC; this truck is no longer being made.   
Supervisor Dermody mentioned that she went on line and there are contract upgrades on trucks at Albany 
International.   
Superintendent Zeh mentioned that they don’t make that a four wheel drive. That is a new truck. 
The Town Board discussed medium duty trucks at length. 
Councilwoman Cooke mentioned that we have to start making a decision on the trucks.   

 
USED HEAVY DUTY TRUCK: Superintendent Zeh talked about Truck 2 and how unsafe it is; the truck 
will be parked.  Superintendent Zeh handed to the Board the information on two Oshkosh trucks he found.  
A 1987 Oshkosh P2526 for $32,000.00, with plow/wing, sander, automatic with 60,343 miles.  A 1992 
Oshkosh P2526 for $43,500.00 with plow/wing, sander, 9 speed with 66,072 miles.  He can come up with 
$20,000.00 from his budget, $10,000.00 from the snow equipment line and $10,000.00 from snow 
contingency.  If the Town Board can come up with the rest he didn’t see why we can’t get both trucks.  
Supervisor Dermody mentioned that she talked to Superintendent Zeh and said we would get one of these 
trucks this year and then, provided that money is there in the unexpended balance and doesn’t deplete the 
entire account come January 1st, he can have the $190,000.00 that he wants for the new truck.  We all 
realize hat this equipment needs to be replaced; we cannot bankrupt this town to do it all at once.   
Councilwoman Dorner suggested setting a special meeting to discuss the truck issue further. 
  
Supervisor Dermody asked Superintendent Zeh what truck he needed. 
Superintendent Zeh, his priority is the medium duty truck. 
 
USED MEDIUM DUTY TRUCK: A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to purchase the medium 

duty truck for $44,678.00; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack. Motion Carried. Ayes (4) Dermody Cooke, 
Dorner, Kudlack; Nays (0),   
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HEAVY DUTY TRUCK: A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the bid for the used 
1987 Oshkosh P2526 Heavy Duty Truck, on approval of looking at it, for the bid price of 
32,000.00 (delivered), and transfer money out of the un-appropriated fund balance;  2nd by 
Councilman Kudlack. 
 A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 
 Supervisor Dermody  NAY  
 Councilwoman Cooke  AYE 
 Councilwoman Dorner  NAY 
 Councilman Kudlack  AYE  

• SPECIAL MEETING :  The Town Board will hold a Special Meeting on September 23,  
2010 at 7 PM to discuss the truck issue further. 

• CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN :  Superintendent Zeh submitted this plan in April; some 
changes need to be made.  Are there any values on the items to be auctioned off? This will be discussed on 
the 23rd. 

• SAFETY DISCUSSION : They have safety discussions and meeting every week.  
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Superintendent’s report, 2nd by 
Councilman Kudlack.   Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays (0)   

  
TOWN CLERK:  Town Clerk Hallenbeck reported the following collected and paid out for the month of 
August 2010; Town Clerk Department – Total Collected - $1798.25.  Paid to the Supervisor - $670.54        
(fees);   Paid to the Albany County Clerk - $14.75(dog license); Paid to NYS Department of Agriculture 
and Markets - $3.00 (spay and neutering Program); Paid to NYS Departmental Conservation - $1109.96        
(sporting license);  Paid to NYS Department of Health - $0.00 (marriage license).  Water Rents Collected - 
$1407.12.  Sewer Rents Collected - $1551.66.         
Town Clerk Hallenbeck reported on the new dog licensing issue.  There will be no increase in the Town 
Clerk software charge for 2011.  We will not be able to keep all funding collected for licensing dogs, There 
will be a surcharge fee on all dogs that will be sent to the State.  There will be a Town Clerk’s meeting on 
September 17th to discuss the tag issue.  Attached in the packet is a sample dog license law for the Board 
members to review. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorner to accept the Town Clerk’s Report for the month of 
August  2010; 2nd by Councilwoman Cooke.  Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, 
Kudlack; Nays (0) 
  

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR: CEO Overbaugh reported the 
following collected for the month of August 2010; 4 Building New Accessory, 1 Accessory Repairs, 1 
Septic Repairs, 1 Pool Permit, I Building Repairs.  Total funds collected - $140.00. 

• PROPANE ALERT :  CEO Overbaugh mentioned that a notice has been put out by Fire 
Prevention & Control that some propane does not have the odor added to it.  Be careful.   

• OLD BUILDING DEBRIS – POTTER HOLLOW :  Councilwoman Cooke asked if you are 
doing anything with the old building in Potter Hollow or have any suggestions.  

CEO Overbaugh mentioned it is up to the Board; he has been there and looked at it.  The building is in a 
neat pile.  
The Town Board and CEO Overbaugh will continue to work on this issue.    

A motion was made by Councilman Kudlack to accept CEO Overbaugh’s report; 2nd by 
Councilwoman Dorner.  Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

   
ASSESSING DEPARTMENT:    Assessor Pine reported the following; 

• COLD WAR VETERNS EXEMPTION :  Assessor Pine mentioned that this exemption needs to 
be done by January 2011 if the Town wants to adopt it.  He explained the exemption and mentioned that the 
County already has it and that we try and be consistent with the County. 
Attorney Catalano mentioned that the Town Board will have to make a decision on this at the October 
meeting.      

• STAR/SENIOR STAR:  Assessor Pine reported that the Star and Senior Star exemption has 
dropped by 10% over the last two years.   
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• REVAL :  Assessor Pine spoke briefly about the informational meeting on Tuesday night 
concerning REVAL.  He volunteered to hold an information workshop on REVAL ½ hour before a town 
board meeting if the public would like. 

 A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Assessors report; 2nd by Councilman 
Kudlack. Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays (0)   

   
WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE:  

• SEWER DISTIRCT :  Chairman Jack Long reported that the Sewer Treatment Plant had a pump 
break down. The system is a two pump system so if one pump fails you have the other pump working until 
you can replace the broken pump.  When they purchased the system a third pump was purchased for 
emergencies.  Mr. Delp, Committee Member, was able to get a contractor to replace the broken pump.  The 
broken pump will be repaired and kept for a backup.  Also fixed was the control panel. 

• WATER DISTRICT :  Chairman Long reported that the cleanout of the Impounding Dam has 
been done; they were waiting for the permit from the State giving permission to do the work. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorner to accept the report submitted by Chairman Long 
for the Water and Sewer Districts; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack. Motion Carried. Ayes (4) 
Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays (0) 
   

CURRENT EVENTS: 
• September 17, 2010 is National Prisoner of War and Missing in Action Recognition Day.  Please 

fly your POW and MIA flags at Town Hall.  
• Medusa Breakfast – September 11, 2010. Starting in October the breakfast with be the third 

Saturday of the month. 
• Democratic Social Club will have their Annual Picnic at the Bayard Elsbree Park on September 

12th.  Everyone is welcome. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
NATIONAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM – RESOLUTION :  This issue was tabled until 
further notice allowing Supervisor Dermody to talk to Brian Wood and see, if we endorse this resolution, 
what does it commit us to.    
 
GEROGETTE KOENIG – POND HILL ROAD :  Georgette Koenig gave the Town Board pictures of 
Pond Hill Road from County Route 10 to about 75 feet beyond her house.   According to Superintendent 
Zeh the sluice was damaged earlier this summer by the Highway Department.  The recent heavy rains of 
August 16th and August 21st have exacerbated the continued deterioration of Pond Hill.  Pond Hill is on the 
end of the repair list. Mrs. Koenig questions whether it will be repaired this year.  Putting off repairs for 
another year is not an option.  The majority of the road damage and erosion is directly in front of their 
upper driveway.  It is nearly impossible not to bottom out multiple times when going in and out of the 
driveway causing potential undercarriage damage.  They want an indication when they expect to have Pond 
Hill Road repaired as stated in the 2010 Highway Agreement.  It is a highly traveled road and must be 
attended to long before it snows.  School busies are on the roads.  It is not a safe thoroughfare for anyone at 
this point.  It makes no sense to unnecessarily put even our children at risk. Two days after she wrote the 
letter, on September 3rd, the Highway Department started ditching.  She spoke to Highway Superintendent 
Zeh expressing her concerns.  
Mrs. Koenig stated, “Until Pond Hill Road is correctly and permanently repaired, Robert and Georgette 
Koenig hold the Town of Rensselaerville Highway Department  responsible for any future front end or 
undercarriage damage that we find on our vehicles which is caused by the current state of this disrepair for 
Pond Hill Road.”              
 
NEW BUSINESS: PETITION TO THE TOWN BOARD PROPOSING CHANGES TO 
BURKHARDT ROAD : Barry Gerson presented the Town Board with a petition proposing changes to 
Burkhardt Road.   
“The petition calls for concrete road blocks to be placed on Burkhardt Road at the two boundaries of the 
saw mill property- specifically the east end (running along the Wood property0 and the west end of said 
boundaries (running along the Edith Place property).  The part of Burkhardt Road, within the boundaries 
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of the saw mill would cease to be taken care of, i.e. road repairs, snow removal, by the Town of 
Rensselaerville.  This said stretch of road would become a U-Turn with in the saw mill property for the use 
of trucks to turn around in order to facilitate exiting the property onto Rte. 145.  Therefore, in servicing the 
saw mill and picking up – they would enter the mill from Rt. 145 onto the existing mill road at the western 
end, turn right onto the enclosed mill part of Burkhardt Road )which would no longer have such 
designation) go to the east end concrete road block, and turn right onto the existing dirt road in order to 
exit onto Rt. 145.  This road runs parallel to the Wood property”  
Also included in the petition are “8 Existing conditions that we seek to have remedied.”  The petition was 
signed by 11 individuals. Attached to the petition was a sketch of the proposed changes. 
This issue was discussed at length. The trucks going to the sawmill drive in by Burkhardt Road going the 
wrong way, knocking down road signs and running over homeowners’ property.  When the sawmill first 
opened up years ago, the trucks were to come in and out on Route 145. 
Legally the Town can’t cut of a portion of the road.  Attorney Catalano will check into the abandonment of 
a road; he is not sure a portion of the road can be abandoned.  Superintendent Zeh mentioned if barricades 
are put up, they won’t be able to plow the road. 
Posting of weight limits will be checked into.  The Town Board suggested that the property owners contact 
the police alerting them to the situation and that these trucks are coming in Burkhardt Road the wrong way 
and also destroying property.   
Superintendent Zeh will write to the land owner asking that he make an effort to have the trucks come on 
and off Route 145 or we will have to take further action. 
Supervisor Dermody will look up the original paperwork from when the sawmill first came in because it 
was stated that they had to make access from Route 145 only.    
    
EXECUTIVE SESSION: A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to go into Executive Session to 

discuss personnel and that Attorney Catalano and the Youth Program Coordinators be invited to 
attend; 2nd by Councilman  Kudlack. (8:15PM) Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Cooke, 
Dorner, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

 
A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to come out of Executive Session; 2nd by 
Councilwoman Dorner. (8:40PM) Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; 
Nays (0) 

 
AUDIENCE COMMENTS  

• Joli Pizzigati – trucks – please think of the people who drive and ride on these roads who have  
to go back and forth to work. When you take that into consideration and his need to purchase a truck to 
prevent someone from getting carbon monoxide poisoning, it makes someone very ill.  Think about that     

• Bob Bolte asked how many tags are needed for the dog license.  He is disappointed that we 
don’t give the Highway Superintendent a truck that he needs when we spend $47,640.00 on a fancy copy 
machine that was suppose to everything that we wanted to do.  Now we bought another machine that cost 
$7680.00 for 5 years.  Our biggest obligation in this town is the recycling center and the highway 
department and equipment for the highway department.  The fact the trucks were not taken care of 
shouldn’t be loaded on to the new highway superintendent shoulders no matter who he is.   

• Steve Wood mentioned that you have to give Gary some kind of help. He talked about  
manpower and training for the highway department employees.  You have to send these guys to school at 
the Union shop; why are you holding back.  Superintendent Zeh mentioned that we are waiting for the 
Union to sign the addendum for the training. 

• Ed Pizzigati spoke about the voting issues at the Fire House; the issue has been resolved.  The 
Primary will be held at the Medusa Fire House.  Does the Town Board have enough manpower and do we 
have the proper amount of trucks to do all the plow routes this winter?  The taxpayers and emergency 
services are going to suffer if we aren’t properly staffed and properly equipped.    Emergency services can’t 
do their job if the roads are not passable.        
 
Superintendent Zeh mentioned that when you are looking at the budget for next year and you look at the 
well and upgrading security, could you take into consideration lighting in the garage. 
Supervisor Dermody asked that Superintendent Zeh work on the lighting since he knows what he needs.  
Superintendent Zeh will get prices for this.   
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Superintendent Zeh mentioned that Pond Hill Road has been like that for at least eight years; it is on the 
contract for this year and it is going to get fixed.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:   A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorner to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 PM;                   
2nd by Councilman Kudlack.    Motion Carried. 
 
RESPECTFULLLY SUBMITTED; 
 
Kathleen A. Hallenbeck 
Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
  
 
            
 
 
 
 


