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FINAL 
MINUTES OF 

TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING 

JANUARY 13, 2011 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 13th day of January, 2011, at 7 
o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The meeting was convened by 
Supervisor Dermody and the roll was called with the following results: 
 PRESENT WERE: Supervisor Marie Dermody, Councilman Robert Bolte, Councilwoman Marion Cooke, 
Councilman John Kudlack, Town Clerk Kathleen A. Hallenbeck 
 ABSENT: Councilman Gary Chase, Town Attorney Joseph Catalano 
Also present were Superintendent Gary Zeh and 22 interested citizens. 
 
AUDIENCE COMMENTS:  

• Mr. Bowdish spoke about the flag pole and the former trees next to it.  We have some damage to Town property, 
which was not authorized by the Board, which could constitute a felony,   The person or person involved in making the 
decision to cut the trees or have the trees cut down should pay restitution for the full value of two mature trees and realize that 
it is not a one person show, that it is a team. Let’s see if we can get an answer on this tonight as far as what is going to be done 
in response for it.           
 
ADVANTAGE THREE – MUNICIPAL MARKETING: Supervisor Dermody reported that we had scheduled a 
presentation from Advantage Three regarding municipal marketing for tonight.  Due to the snow in New Jersey we have 
tentatively re-scheduled this for February 3, 2011.  Snow date will be February 8, 2011. 
 
MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the minutes of the Final Meeting held on December 30, 

2010; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack. Motion Carried.  Ayes (3) Dermody, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) Councilman Bolte 
was not on the Board at that time. 
 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the minutes of the Organizational Meeting held on January 2, 
2011; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack. Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Bolte, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 
 

TRANSFERS: Supervisor Dermody reported that we are still without a server. She recommended that we set a special 
meeting for next Tuesday due to the fact that we don’t have complete financial documents tonight.  We did our best to do the 
2010 records.   
Councilman Bolte mentioned that we lost the server about a year ago; we also had Central Hudson come in and monitor for 
voltage. We should check into that and find out if we have low voltage here at certain times because of the way the electrical 
service is wired into this building.   

• MODIFY 2011 BUDGET: The 2011 budget needs to be modified so we can make the second payment on the new 
heavy duty truck. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to modify the 2011 Budget and make the following transfer to complete 
the payments on the new truck;  

 From     To    Amount 
 General Repairs – DA5110.4  Machinery  - DA5130.2  $46,608.00 
 2nd by Councilman Bolte. Motion Carried   Ayes (4) Dermody, Bolte, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

• PAYROLL: Supervisor Dermody mentioned that the last payroll gets paid as the first payroll of January but it should 
come out of the December 2010 budget.  These lines ended up being one week short in order to take it out of the 2010 budget.  
The payroll ended in 2010. 

• PRESTON HOLLOW PARK: They want to have their left over money rolled over into their reserve account, their 
bank account.  Based on their last operating statement they had at total of $3,692.75, ($2910.00 EQ and $782.75 CE.)  
Supervisor Dermody recommended that this should be included in the transfers.   
 A motion was by Councilman Bolte to make the following transfers: 

From     To    Amount 
Justice EQ – A110.2   Justice PS – A1110.1  $351.76 

Insufficient funds in line 
Town Clerk PS – A1410.12  Town Clerk PS – A1410.1   602.69 
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Insufficient funds in line 
Safety Inspection CE – A3520.4  Safety Inspection PS  - A3620.12 253.69 

Insufficient funds in line 
Supt. Of Highways PS – A5010.12   Supt. Of Highways PS- A5010.1 797.71 

Insufficient funds in line 
Refuse PS – A8160.12   Refuse PS – A8160.1  123.14 

Insufficient funds in line 
Refuse CE – A8160.4   Medical Insurance – A9080.8         4,634.63 

Blue Shield and other retirees 
Machinery CE – DA5130.4  Snow removal PS – DA5142.1 3,140.74 
 Self-explanatory 
Contingency – A1990.4   Rensselaerville Light Dist.   346.09 

Street lights – to be paid back in 2011 
Preston Hollow Park -A7140.43 EQ Bank Account                2910.00 
Preston Hollow Park – A7140.43 CE Bank Account     782.75 

Left over funding. 
2nd by Councilman Kudlack. Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Bolte, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 
   

 ABSTRACT  2010-2011 - VOUCHERS,BILLS: 12/14/2010 – 12/31/2010 - The General Fund - $8078.83; Highway Fund - 
$97,905.32; Sewer District - $58.96; Water District - $30.00; Agency & Trust - $446.52. Total –  $106,519.63. 
Councilwoman Cooke asked about a hand written ticket which was not signed by anyone here from Main Care Heating.  They 
need to know that they must be signed.  
Supervisor Dermody asked about a bill from Main Care coded to general repairs instead of Snow Removal. Is there a reason 
why it wasn’t coded to snow removal? We have to code it snow removal and transfer in order to get an accurate picture.  
 A motion was made by Councilman Cooke to make the following transfer;  
 From     To    Amount 
 Snow Removal – DA5142.2 Snow Removal – DA5142.4 $1062.88 
 2nd by Councilman Bolte.  Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Bolte, Cooke Kudlack; Nays (0),  
  
CORRESPONDENCE             

• John & Linda Hernick – Regarding repairs to Fleming Road 
• Albany County Department of Public Works – State Parking Laws – This is to notify everyone who travels Main 

Street in Rensselaerville that at the intersection of Route 85 and County Route 351 there is no parking at that “T”.  
State Law prohibits parking within an intersection or adjacent to a hydrant.  .    

• TEPCO – This regard testing of the portion of the pipeline.  This will go in the newsletter.    
The pipeline goes from Preston Hollow though the town.  A portion of the pipeline is in back of the Town Hall. 

 
REPORTS 
SUPERVISOR DERMODY 

• ABSTRACT OF VOUCHERS:  Supervisor Dermody handed to the Board members the Abstract.  Supervisor 
Dermody explained that she was unable to get a summary of the accounts because the Bank of Greene County website was 
unavailable. This will be done on Tuesday. 

• PAYROLL AUDIT:  Councilman Kudlack will do the December payroll audit. 
• RECYCLING COORDINATOR:  The Recycling Coordinator turned in a report for the various collections for the 

month of December.  
• ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS MEETING:  This will be discussed on Tuesday.    
• SERVER CRASH: Supervisor Dermody mentioned that she spoke to Chris (i.t.s.) about the crash and asked what 

happens if they don’t get it up and running tomorrow; we are now at a crisis stage.  He said he is not leaving the office until it 
is up and running.   

• MUNIS:  Supervisor Dermody reported that we have a kickoff meeting scheduled for next Wednesday for Munis.  
Tony Fontanelli and Sheldon Smith will be here.  Jim Mundy from Munis will deal with us over the phone so will not have to 
pay him for travel expenses from Rochester. 

• WORKERS COMPENSITION ISSUE:  Supervisor Dermody created a form with a rate sheet and the budget.    
Councilwoman Cooke asked why the highway department went up so bad. 
Supervisor Dermody mentioned that they are taking their figures from the last three years of claims.   
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Supervisor Dermody asked that the Board look at this information and see where we can take the money from to pay for the 
overage.  The Fire Companies and the Ambulance will have to pay us back at some point, which might be added to next year’s 
budget. 
Supervisor Dermody mentioned that we received quotes for the workers comp. insurance.  One company would not submit a 
quote, PERMA quoted $115,412.00 and NYS Municipal Workers Compensation Alliance, with whom we have been, quoted 
$88,352.00.  This will be discussed further on Tuesday. 

• JOB DESCRIPTION:  Supervisor Dermody mentioned that Superintendent Zeh has submitted a job description for a 
Highway Clerk.  Supervisor Dermody asked if the residency requirements were brought to Attorney Catalano’s attention.     

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the job description for the Highway Clerk; 2nd by 
Councilman Bolte. Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Bolte, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0)     

• SPECIAL MEETING: A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to schedule a Special Meeting for Tuesday, 
January 18, 2011, 7 PM to finish up any unfinished business from tonight’s meeting; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack. 
Motion Carried. Ayes (4) Dermody, Bolte, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

• COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT: Supervisor Dermody mentioned that we need to start looking at the 
agreement so we can begin devising a package.   

• FOIL POLICY UPDATE:  This will be tabled until the February meeting. 
 
Councilwoman Cooke, in the Organizational minutes it was mentioned that neither Andrea or Sarah would be doing the 
Annual Report this year.  How are we going to get the Annual Report done this year and did the 2009 Report ever get 
corrected? 
Supervisor Dermody mentioned that Andrea has been working with an auditor from the NYS Comptroller’s Office on the 2009 
Report.  This year’s Annual Report we will have to retain an accountant.  The RFP has been put out; we have received 3 back. 
Councilwoman Cooked asked about the Carver check for $7500.00. 
Supervisor Dermody hasn’t heard anything from Mike Conners concerning this; she has a whole sheet of documentation.       

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to accept the Supervisor’s report; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack. Motion 
Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Bolte, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 
 

TOWN ATTORNEY: Attorney Catalano is absent tonight, but he gave his report on Tuesday evening. 
 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: Superintendent Zeh mentioned that in December they did some ditching on Siebert, Wood, 
Dapice, and Pond Hill Roads and also Mercer Lane.  Pucker Street, they installed some rip-rap stone in some of the ditches for 
erosion control, Travis Hill they removed a hedge row along side of the road where the snow drifts heavily.  They did some 
tree trimming and removed some dead trees on Travis, Hale, Pond Hill, Willsey, and Cheese Hill roads. Last month the office 
spent about $1500.00 on repairs. 
The new truck arrived on December 23rd.   
Superintendent Zeh mentioned that they get the phone calls about the mail boxes getting hit. They do hit some mail boxes; 
about 70% to 80% of the mail boxes that are on the ground are from the snow hitting the mail boxes not the plow and the 
decaying of the mail box posts.  Before calling the Highway Department, do an assessment of your mail box.  A long pole 
could also be put on the mail box so it can be seen. 
A notice concerning the mail boxes will be put in the newsletter.        
Superintendent Zeh would like to start sending the men down to the Operating Engineers School for safety training if it stops 
snowing.     

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to accept the Superintendent’s report; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack. Motion 
Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Bolte, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0)   

  
TOWN CLERK:  Town Clerk Hallenbeck reported the following collected and paid out for the month of     December 2010;  
Town Clerk Department – Total Collected - $377.75.  Paid to the Supervisor - $ $319.79 (fees);   Paid to NYS Department of 
Agriculture and Markets - $6.00 (Dogs – Spay/Neutering); Paid to NYS Departmental Conservation - $51.96 (sporting 
license);  Paid to NYS Department of Health - $0.00 (marriage license).  Water Rents Collected - $9.83 (2010 interest).  Sewer 
Rents Collected - $7.26 (2010 interest).         

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Town Clerks Report for the month of December 2010; 2nd 
by Councilman Kudlack.  Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Bolte, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 
  

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR: CEO Overbaugh reported the following building 
permits and funds collected for 2010: 18 renewals, 4 pools, 15 repairs, 10 decks, 12 accessory buildings, 5 septic repairs, 6 
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additions, 3 home replacements, 3 new homes, 2 solar, 3 Ag. Use buildings, 1 commercial.  82 Total building permits - 
$3463.03.  19 Zoning Permits - $190.00, 1 sign permit - $25.00. Total for 2010 - $3678.03. 
CEO Overbaugh mentioned that new home permits were down this year. 

A motion was made by Councilman Kudlack to accept CEO Overbaugh’s report; 2nd by Councilman Bolte.  Motion 
Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Bolte, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

   
ASSESSING DEPARTMENT:    Assessor Pine reported that the consequences of the new dog control law is that there is no 
longer any money or program to reimburse someone for damage done to their farm animals from dog attack.  These people 
have to seek civil action; they will have to find the owner of the dog doing the damage and go to court.  
Assessor Pine mentioned that the County taxes were lower on the tax bill, even though the levy was increased by 5%.  Assessor 
Pine explained that the Town actually grew about 1%, county wide it is about 3%.  Our equalization rate has valued the houses 
probably more than the rest of the county.  We got a break in not having it go up.   Our taxes also went down due to the fact 
that the Ambulance District lowered their line item. 
Assessor Pine reminded everyone that exemptions are due by March 1st.  The Enhanced Star, the limit has been raised to 
$79,500.00.  

A motion was made by Councilman Kudlack to approve the Assessor’s report; 2nd by Councilman Bolte. Motion 
Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Bolte, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0)   

   
WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE: No report. 
 
TOWN JUSTICE: Supervisor Dermody mentioned that Justice La Plante submitted his Annual Report. The Board Members 
can stop by her office and review the paperwork submitted.  As the report is reviewed, the form will be signed.   
 
IT CONTRACT: Councilwoman Cooke asked if we have the IT contract.  Supervisor Dermody mentioned that the Town 
Clerk has it.  Councilwoman Cooke mentioned that it wasn’t approved by the Town Board. 
Supervisor Dermody mentioned that it is for professional services; it is for the same amount as last year and they didn’t charge 
us for the cost to add MUNIS. 
   
CURRENT EVENTS: 

• The Middleburgh VFW is having a pancake breakfast on Sunday, January 16th, 7:30 to 11 AM.  
• The Tea Party is having a meeting on February 4th at 7PM at the Medusa Fire House.      

 
OLD BUSINESS: No Old Business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

• ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS MEETING – FEBRAURY 20 – 23RD, 2011: The Board members were given a copy 
of the resolution to be voted on at this meeting to review and vote on at the February meeting.     

• WATER AND SEWER WARRANTS: Town Clerk Hallenbeck reported that these warrants authorize her to send 
bills and collected the funding to run the Water and Sewer Districts.    
WATER DISTRICT: A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke authorizing Supervisor Dermody to   
                sign the Warrant and authorizing the Town Clerk to send bills and collect the funding of   
                $43,000.00 for the Rensselaerville Water District; 2nd by Councilman Bolte. Motion Carried.   
              Ayes (4) Dermody, Bolte, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 
SEWER DISTRICT: A motion was made by Councilman Kudlack authorizing Supervisor Dermody to sign  
               the Warrant and authorization Town Clerk Hallenbeck to send bills and collect the funding of  
               $35,165.00 for the Rensselaerville Sewer District; 2nd by Councilman Bolte. Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, 
Bolte, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

• ICE SKATING IN TOWN PARKS: The Town Board discussed the issue of ice skating at the Town Parks.  
Supervisor Dermody mentioned that the Preston Hollow Park Committee had a notice in the newsletter if anyone was 
interested in seeing ice skating returning to the park.  The Medusa Playground wants to do a one day winter festival in 
February; they want to flood the tennis court or whatever for skating.   
Supervisor Dermody contact Erin Spencer from Marshall & Sterling concerning ice skating.  Ms. Spencer mentioned that those 
are normal activities; if there is an additional premium it would be very nominal.  It is a Town Board decision whether or not 
we would want to have that kind of activity.  If Preston Hollow does it for the entire season and there is an additional premium 
for the town then perhaps the Park needs to pay for that additional premium.  Ms. Spencer needs more information in order to 
give us an idea of what the additional premium would be. 
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A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to allow ice skating at Town Parks; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack. 
Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Bolte, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 
  

AUDIENCE COMMENTS  
• Mr. Amedure spoke about the appointments at the Organizational Meeting and the appointment of new members on 

every Board in Town.  
• Mr. Bowdish, on the job description for highway clerk. 
• Mr. Parker spoke regarding the tree issue. 
• Richard Tollner, if you are going to do anything with the Town’s money, it must go up for a vote.  
• Mr. Parker, the attorney not being here tonight, do we get a rebate? He should be here. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to go into Executive Session to  
              discuss two personnel issues and that Superintendent Zeh be invited to attend; 2nd by Councilman  
               Kudlack. (7:55PM) Motion Carried. Ayes (4)Dermody, Bolte, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 
 

A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to come out of Executive Session; 2nd by Councilman Bolte.  (8:15PM) 
Motion Carried.  Ayes (4) Dermody, Bolte, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

 
FLAG: Supervisor Dermody spoke about having the trees trimmed.  She did not want our new flag to get torn.  If a flag wasn’t 
put up, people would have been unhappy. This is why she asked some employees to trim the trees.   
Supervisor Dermody mentioned that we will be getting a flag that will be flown over the Capital on January 20th. 
   
ADJOURNMENT:    A motion was made by Councilman Kudlack to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 PM;  2nd by Councilman 
Bolte. Motion Carried. 
 
RESPECTFULLLY SUBMITTED; 
 
 
Kathleen A. Hallenbeck 
Town Clerk 
 
            
 
 
 
 


