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MINUTES 

OF  

THE TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD 

WORK MEETING  

NOVEMBER 10, 2015 

7:00 PM 

 

 

The Work Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 

10
th 

day of November 2015 at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, 

NY.  The meeting was convened by Supervisor Lounsbury and the roll was called with 

the following results: 

 

PRESENT WERE: Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury 

   Councilman Robert Bolte 

   Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir 

   Councilman Gerald Wood 

   Councilwoman Marion Cooke 

   Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 

    

Also present were Highway Superintendent Randy Bates and one interested citizen. 

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

 

None 

 

MINUTES, VOUCHERS, AND BILLS 

  

Minutes to be accepted at the Regular Meeting on November 12, 2015: 

   

           October 1 – Special – Presentation of Tentative Budget 

 October 6 – Work 

 October 8 – Regular 

 October 13, 20, 22, and 29 – Special – Budget Workshops 

 October 22 – Public Hearing – Tax Cap Override 

 

Vouchers and bills will be addressed at the Regular Meeting. 

 

TRANSFERS 

 

Transfers will be addressed at the Regular Meeting on November 12, 2015. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 
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Supervisor Lounsbury announced that there will be a Veteran’s Service Officer at Town 

Hall on Wednesday, November 18
th

 from 12:30 to 3:00 PM to assist Veterans who may 

have questions or who may need assistance with Veteran’s benefits.  

 

REPORTS 

 

Regular monthly reports from the Supervisor, Attorney, Highway Department, Town 

Clerk, Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer, Assessors, Water/Sewer 

Committee, and Recycling Coordinator will be given at the Regular Meeting on 

November 12, 2015.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. Supervisor Lounsbury stated the Environment Assessment Form regarding the 

proposed new Zoning Law is complete and thanked John Mormile and the attorneys who 

worked together to prepare the form.  Supervisor Lounsbury asked the Board to review 

the form as Attorney Fallati would like the Board’s approval on Thursday.  A complete 

package can then be sent to the Albany County Planning Board for their review and, if 

approved by them, a final Public Hearing can be scheduled perhaps as early as January. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

   

1. Town Clerk Kraker will submit the list of unpaid water and unpaid sewer bills for the 

Board’s approval at the Regular Meeting.  

 

2. Supervisor Lounsbury received an email regarding the Albany Hilltown’s website.  It 

costs around $400/year to keep the website up and running.   A request was made that the 

four hilltowns of Berne, Knox, Westerlo, and Rensselaerville contribute $100 each to 

support the website. Funds for this website were previously supported by donations, but 

most recently by an individual who has since moved from the area.  Supervisor 

Lounsbury asked the Board to consider this so a decision can be made on Thursday. 

 

3. The Blue Cross/Blue Shield Medicare rates have gone down from $467 to $408 per 

retiree per month.  This will save the Town a total of $708 per year, per retiree.  (The rate 

for out-of-area retirees has also gone down from $515 to $444; a savings of 

$852/year/retiree.)  However, the out-of-pocket maximum for the retirees has gone from 

$3,000 to $5,000.  Supervisor Lounsbury has spoken to Erin Nevins who indicated that 

some other towns have offered their seniors a reimbursement for a portion of the 

increase.  Supervisor Lounsbury reminded the Board that the seniors are already 

reimbursed for their Medicare which amounts to over $1,200 per person and doesn’t 

know how much longer the Town can keep reimbursing when everyone’s premiums, co-
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pays, and out-of pocket expenses are going up as well.  The Board is in agreement with 

Supervisor Lounsbury.  

 

4. Central Hudson will be replacing all ‘Rate-A’ lights which fail, with an LED 

equivalent fixture. Supervisor Lounsbury will need authorization on Thursday to sign and 

return the form to Central Hudson giving them permission to go forward with the 

changes. 

 

5. Supervisor Lounsbury opened and read the four sealed bids which were received for 

the new dump truck.  Bids were received from Crossroads Ford, DePaula Chevrolet, 

Metro Ford, and Mangino.  Superintendent Bates will review the bids and announce the 

winner on Thursday. 

 

6. The 2016 Preliminary Budget can hopefully be moved into the Adopted Budget stage 

at the Regular Meeting on Thursday.   

 

7. Supervisor Lounsbury reminded everyone of the Public Hearing on the 4-way stop sign 

to be held on Thursday at 6:30 PM.  Attorney Fallati will be bringing the Resolution for 

approval.   

 

8. Supervisor Lounsbury thanked Bob Bolte for fixing the door in the meeting room so 

that there would no longer be a draft coming through the bottom.  Councilman Bolte also 

displayed the flags in honor of Veteran’s Day. 

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

 

None 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

  

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 PM; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir.  

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 

 

Victoria H. Kraker 

Town Clerk 


