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MINUTES 

OF  

THE TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING  

OCTOBER 8, 2015 

7:00 PM 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 

8
th

 day of October 2015 at 7 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 

Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury 

and the roll was called with the following results: 

 

PRESENT WERE: Attorney Thomas Fallati 

   Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury 

   Councilman Robert Bolte 

   Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir 

   Councilman Gerald Wood 

   Councilwoman Marion Cooke 

   Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 

  

Also present were Highway Superintendent Randy Bates, Assessor Donna Kropp, 

Water/Sewer Treatment Officer Doug Story, Recycling Coordinator Jon Whitbeck, 

Investigator Tracy Mance from the Albany County Sheriff’s Department, and four 

interested citizens. 

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

 

None 

 

MINUTES  
 

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to approve the minutes of the September 8, 

2015 Work Meeting; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Bolte, and Sedlmeir; Abstain (2) Wood and Cooke 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to approve the minutes of the September 

10, 2015 Regular Meeting; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Cooke. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Abstain (1) Wood 
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TRANSFERS  
  

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to approve the following transfers: 

From ‘Contingency’ A1990E 44999 to ‘Town Supervisor’ A1220E 44046 in the amount 

of $1,721.36 for training of the new Clerk 1; 

From ‘FEMA Irene Fund’ 4187 to ‘Town Board’ A1010E 44961 in the amount of 

$3,690.00; to complete repairs on the Grist Mill Dam; and 

From ‘Contingency’ A1990E 44999 to ‘Records Management’ A1660E 44999 in the 

amount of $350.00 to cover annual fee. 

 

The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

ABSTRACTS/VOUCHERS 

 

             General Fund  41,112.61 

             Highway Fund  93,366.56 

             Lighting District       678.99 

             Sewer Fund        130.26 

             Water Fund     2,010.00 

             T & A Fund        996.77 

             Total            138,295.19 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to pay all signed vouchers and bills; 2
nd

 by 

Councilman Bolte. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

CORRESPONDENCE   
 

Supervisor Lounsbury received a letter from the Trinity Episcopal Church inviting the 

Board to attend their 200
th

 Anniversary Celebration on October 24, 2015.  Everyone is 

welcome to attend.   

  

REPORTS 

 

SUPERVISOR 

 

1. Supervisor Lounsbury announced that the Tentative Budget has been presented to the 

Board and budget workshops have been scheduled for October 13
th

, 20
th

, and 22
nd 

. 

 

2.  Supervisor Lounsbury wanted to follow through on a matter that has come up 

regarding the Senior Car and was discussed at the Work Meeting this past Tuesday.  The 
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Town has been fortunate to obtain a new volunteer driver recently.  However, liability 

falls to the Town when a volunteer uses their own personal vehicle for an appointment 

that is scheduled through the Town or a representative of the Town.  Supervisor 

Lounsbury asked the Board if they would entertain a motion stating that drivers must use 

the Town car for transporting seniors to any appointments which are scheduled through 

the Town. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to enforce the use of the Town car when 

appointments are scheduled through the Town; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Cooke. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

3. Supervisor Lounsbury sat in on the tax webinar that was held on October 7
th

 and 

reported that although there is always some knowledge to be gained, not much had 

changed since last year except that the 2% tax cap actually boils down to a 0.73% cap. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to accept the Supervisor’s report; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

ATTORNEY 

 

1. With respect to the proposed Zoning Law, Attorney Fallati announced that the notices 

regarding the Town’s intention to become lead agency for SEQRA purposes have been 

sent.  This notice triggers a 30-day time frame in which other agencies may challenge the 

designation of the Town as lead agency.  Once that period passes, the next step can be 

taken which is submission to the County. 

 

2. Attorney Fallati will address the proposed stop sign at the intersection of Gerard and 

Sayre Road and the proposed tax cap override later in the meeting. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Attorneys report; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

 

1. Highway Superintendent Bates reported that the C.H.I.P.’s funded projects have been 

completed for this year.   

 

2. The Highway Department is finishing up on road maintenance for the year with small 

projects on Edwards Hill Road and Wood Road. 

 

3. Next week the Highway will be preparing their equipment for winter. 
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4. Superintendent Bates has prepared the bid package and Legal Notice for the proposed 

purchase of the new 1-ton dump truck.  He clarified some questions that Councilman 

Wood had regarding the specifications.  Supervisor Lounsbury asked the Board for 

authorization to send the package out.  

 

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to authorize Superintendent Bates to send out 

the bid packages; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Highway Superintendent’s 

report; 2
nd

 by Councilman Bolte. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

TOWN CLERK 

  

Town Clerk Kraker reported for the month of September as follows: 

Town Clerk Department – Total Collected $4,298.01 

Paid to the Supervisor - $849.66 - the breakdown is as follows: 

 Clerk Fees                           $338.65 

 Recycling                              136.00 

 Dog Licenses                        130.00 

 Building Permits                     95.00     

            Zoning                                   150.01                                   

 Total                                    $849.66 

 

Fees paid to NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets for the ‘Animal Population 

Control Program’ aka ‘dog surcharge’:  $22.00; 

Electronic sweep from the Town Clerk’s checking account for the NYS Department of 

Environmental Conservation - Sporting Licenses: $3,403.85; and 

Fees paid to NYS Department of Health for Marriage Licenses: $22.50. 

Water Rents for the month totaled $850.22 which includes $16.66 in penalties, and Sewer 

Rents totaled $1,485.45 which includes $19.55 in penalties.  

 

Town Clerk Kraker also reported that the Canon copier had been returned and that the 

reminder notices for outstanding water and sewer payments had been mailed.  

 

A request was made by Clerk Kraker to increase the ‘petty cash’ fund from $20.00 to 

$50.00 and the ‘change envelope’ from $50.00 to $100.00 explaining that a $20.00 petty 

cash limit simply was not enough in this day and age and that especially during tax 

season and hunting license sales season, $50.00 was not enough to make change if given 

large bills. 
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A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to increase the ‘petty cash’ fund to $50.00 and 

the change envelope to $100.00; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to accept the Town Clerk’s report; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR  

 

1. Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh’s written report for the 

month of September was read by Supervisor Lounsbury as follows:  two pool permits, 

one solar panel permit, and one agricultural use permit. 

 

Also in Officer Overbaugh’s written report was an update on the barns on County Route 

354 in Potter Hollow.  The demolition crew had contacted him regarding any permits that 

may have been necessary before they started work. 

 

Officer Overbaugh will be attending the Catskill Creek Summit on October 15, 2015 and 

will also be taking a class in Fishkill, which should complete his training requirements 

for the year. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Code Enforcement 

Officer/Building Inspector’s written report; 2
nd

 by Supervisor Lounsbury. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

ASSESSORS 

 

1. Assessor Kropp was pleased to announce that the Assessor’s had selected a new clerk.  

(Details will be addressed later in the meeting.) 

 

2. The Assessors are ready to begin their new tax roll year. 

 

3. Assessor Kropp also reminded all that anyone who would be turning 65 years of age 

by December 31, 2015 would qualify for the Enhanced Star Program. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Assessor’s report; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE  
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1. Officer Story reported that there had been trouble with their totalizer, an instrument 

that measures the amount of water that flows through a pipe.   

 

2. For the last 2 ½ to 3 weeks of the month, there was a noticeable improvement in 

consumption.  Daily use was down to10,382 gal/day; normally it had been near 19,000.  

Officer Story felt it was due, at least in part, to the scare when residents were asked to 

restrict exterior water usage.  Officer Story is aware that when there is excessive usage, 

the tank will drop 20” overnight.  He would like to send a letter to the District to thank 

everyone for their cooperation and point out that if anyone insists on turning on their 

outside water without checking for leaks, the District may have to go to a metered system 

so that everyone pays their fair share. 

 

3. Officer Story reported that 174,000 gallons of sewage was pumped (an average of 

5,700 gal/day) which is well below what was put into the system. 

  

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Water/Sewer Treatment 

Officer’s report; 2
nd

 by Supervisor Lounsbury.  

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

REFUSE/RECYCLING  

 

1. Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck reported the following for the month of September: 

  

 E-Waste:           1.58 tons 

           Rensselaer Iron & Steel:   9.71 tons 

           Tires:                               55 

           City of Albany Landfill: 79.19 tons 

           Sierra Fibers:                   Comingled 4.83 tons and O.C.C. 6.89 tons 

           Oil:                                  30 gallons 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Recycling Coordinator’s 

report; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir.  

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

CURRENT EVENTS 

 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir announced that there will be a Chili Cook-Off on Saturday from 

Noon to 3 PM at Conkling Hall to help assist with the maintenance of Conkling Hall. 

Tickets are $12.00 and allow the tasting of 4 different kinds of chili.   
 

OLD BUSINESS 
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Supervisor Lounsbury stated that Debra Baxter has been chosen as the new Assessor’s 

Clerk.  She will be making $15.00/hour and working a maximum of 15 hours/week. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to hire Debra Baxter at $15.00/hour for a 

maximum of 15 hours/week; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

Supervisor Lounsbury needs approval to place Claire Marshall back on the payroll to 

train the new clerk. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to place Claire Marshall back on the payroll to 

train the new Assessor’s Clerk; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. A motion was needed to schedule and advertise the Budget Workshop meetings. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to schedule Budget Workshop meetings 

for October 13, 20, and 22, 2015 at 7:000 PM and to authorize the advertising of such 

meetings; 2
nd

 by Councilman Bolte. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

2. A motion was needed to authorize Supervisor Lounsbury to sign and return the Capital 

Region Solid Waste Management Partnership Agreement. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to authorize the Supervisor to sign and 

return the Capital Region Solid Waste Management Partnership Agreement; 2
nd

 by 

Councilman Bolte. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

 3. Attorney Fallati prepared a Resolution for the four-way stop at the intersection of 

Gerard and Sayre Road. 

 

Attorney Fallati read the Resolution as follows: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE 

TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE 

TOWN BOARD 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law §1660(a)(1), a 

Town Board has the authority to enact local laws that order the erection of stop signs on 

town highways; and 
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 WHEREAS, the four way intersection of Sayre Road and Gerard Road (the 

“Intersection”) is currently controlled by two stop signs; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board had determined that the erection of additional stop 

signs at the Intersection is necessary for public health and safety; and 

 

 WHEREAS, THE Town Board wishes to erect additional stop signs at the 

Intersection; and  

 

 WHEREAS,  pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA”) 

§617.5(c)(16), the installation of traffic control devices on existing roads is a Type II 

action under SEQRA and is thus exempt from further review under SEQRA; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the duly convened Town Board of 

the Town of Rensselaerville, Albany County, New York, that pursuant to the Municipal 

Home Rule Law and the General Municipal Law, a public hearing shall be conducted at 

the Town Hall on November 12, 2015 at 6:30 PM on the attached proposed Local Law, 

and notice of the time and place of such hearing shall be published on or before 

November 7, 2015 in a newspaper circulating in the Town. 

 

 By motion made by Valerie Lounsbury and seconded by Marion Cooke, the 

foregoing resolution was adopted by a majority of the members of the Town of 

Rensselaerville Town Board on the 8
th

 day of October 2015 as follows: 

 

  Supervisor Lounsbury  Yes 

  Councilwoman Cooke Yes 

  Councilman Bolte  Yes 

  Councilwoman Sedlmeir Yes 

  Councilman Wood  Yes 

 

   

END RESOLUTION 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Proposed Local Law No. 4 of the Town of Rensselaerville 

A Local Law Erecting Additional Traffic Control Devices at the Intersection of Sayre 

Road and Gerard Road 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville as follows: 

 

Section 1. Legislative Intent and Authority 
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Pursuant to New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law §1660, a Town Board may enact 

reasonable ordinances, orders, rules and regulations with respect to traffic as local 

condition may require, including but not limited to, the erection of stop signs.  The Town 

Board has determined that additional traffic control devices at the intersection of Sayre 

Road and Gerard Road are necessary to ensure public health and safety. 

 

Section 2. Erection of Two Stop Signs 

 

The town Highway Supervisor shall erect two additional stop signs at the intersection of 

Sayre Road and Gerard Road in the Town of Rensselaerville, thus transforming the 

intersection form a two-way stop to a four-way stop. 

 

Section 3.  This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of 

State and erection of the additional traffic devices.  

 

 

4. Attorney Fallati went on to read the Resolution regarding the tax cap override as 

follows: 

 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE 

TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE 

TOWN BOARD 

 

 WHEREAS, Chapter 97 of the Laws of 2011 of New York State established a ‘tax 

cap’ that generally limits the increase in the Town’s assessment for Fiscal Year 2016; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the tax cap statute permits a local government to override the limit 

for the upcoming fiscal year through adoption of a local law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board has determined that it may be necessary to adopt a 

budget for Fiscal Year 2016 that incorporates a tax increase in excess of the tax cap; 

  

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the duly convened Town Board of 

the Town of Rensselaerville that pursuant to the Municipal Home Rule Law and the 

General Municipal Law, a public hearing shall be conducted at the Town Hall on October 

22, 2015 at 6:45 PM on the attached proposed local Law, and notice of the time and place 

of such hearing shall be published on or before October 17, 2015 in a newspaper 

circulating in the Town. 
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 By motion made by Valerie Lounsbury, and seconded by Robert Bolte, the 

foregoing resolution was adopted by a majority of the members of the Town Board of the 

Town of Rensselaerville on the 8
th

 day of October, 2015 as follows: 

 

  Supervisor Lounsbury  Yes 

  Councilwoman Cooke Yes 

  Councilman Bolte  Yes 

  Councilwoman Sedlmeir Yes 

  Councilman Wood  Yes 

 

END RESOLUTION 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Proposed Local Law No. 3 of the Town of Rensselaerville 

A Local Law Overriding the Real Property Tax Levy Limit for Fiscal Year 2016 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Legislative Authority 

 

Chapter 97 of the Laws of 2011 of New York State, incorporated in §3-c of the General 

Municipal Law, established a ‘tax cap’ that generally limits the amount of a 

municipality’s real property tax levy for the upcoming fiscal year according to a formula 

set out in the statute, but the statute also authorizes local governments, pursuant to 

General Municipal Law §3-c(5), to override the tax levy limit for the upcoming fiscal 

year. 

 

Section 2. Override of Tax Levy Limit for Fiscal Year 2016 

 

 The real property tax levy limit set out in §3-c of the General Municipal Law is 

overridden, pursuant to New York General Municipal Law §3-c(5), for Fiscal Year 2016, 

and the Town may adopt a budget for Fiscal Year 2016 that incorporates a real property 

tax increase in excess of the otherwise applicable tax levy limit.  

 

Section 3. This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of 

State. 

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

 

Investigator Mance announced that she has been appointed as Albany County’s Stop 

DWI Administrator, but will also continue her duties as Community Liaison.   In 

addition,  the Sheriff’s Office will be taking over an already established outreach program 
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in the very near future.  Investigator Mance reminded all that she is still available for any 

questions anyone may have and also mentioned that inmate services are still available. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to adjourn the meeting at 7:51 PM; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0) 

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 

Victoria H. Kraker 

Town Clerk 


