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MINUTES
OF
THE TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD
REGULAR MEETING
SEPTEMBER 10, 2015
7:00 PM

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the
10" day of September 2015 at 7 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall,
87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY. The meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie
Lounsbury and the roll was called with the following results:

PRESENT WERE: Attorney Thomas Fallati
Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury
Councilman Robert Bolte
Councilwoman Margaret Sedimeir
Councilwoman Marion Cooke
Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker

ABSENT WAS: Councilman Gerald Wood

Also present were Highway Superintendent Randy Bates, Code Enforcement
Officer/Building Inspector Mark Overbaugh, Assessor Richard Tollner, and Recycling
Coordinator Jon Whitbeck. Also present were eight interested citizens as well as
Investigator Mance from the Albany County Sheriff’s Department and Zoning Board of
Appeals Chairman, John Mormile.

AUDIENCE COMMENTS

None
MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to approve the minutes of the following
meetings:

August 11 — Work

August 13 — Regular

August 17 — Special — Health Care Plans
August 18 — Public Hearing — Zoning Law
August 25 — Special — Health Care Plans
August 27 — Special — Health Care Plans
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The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Cooke.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

TRANSFERS

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to approve the following transfers:

From ‘Accrual’ DA5110E 17221 to ‘Reserve Fund’ 2092 in the amount of $5,000.00 for
the Highway Department’s accrual time;

From ‘Contingency’ A1990E 44999 to ‘Supervisor’ A1220E 44044 in the amount of
$775.00; to cover audit fees, which included some of last year’s fees as well; and

From ‘PH Lighting” A7140PHE 44101 to ‘General Fund Contingency’ A1190E 44999 in
the amount of $35.18 to reimburse the General Fund for a loan which covered last year’s
shortage.

The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Cooke.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

ABSTRACTS/VOUCHERS
General Fund 32,640.30
Highway Fund 20,047.50
Sewer Fund 128.46
Water Fund 44.76
T & A Fund 951.04
Total $53,812.06

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to pay all signed vouchers and bills; 2™ by
Councilwoman Sedimeir.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

CORRESPONDENCE

Supervisor Lounsbury received a thank-you from Donna Kropp on behalf of the Trinity
Church’s Bible Day Camp for allowing the use of the Youth/Senior bus to transport the
children to the Lewis Dale Farm and back. A special ‘thank-you’ was paid to Bob Bolte
who volunteered his time to drive the bus.

REPORTS

SUPERVISOR
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1. Supervisor Lounsbury announced that she has received Linda McCormick’s letter of
resignation from her position as Assessor’s Clerk effective August 17, 2015.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept Mrs. McCormick’s letter of
resignation; 2" by Councilman Bolte.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

2. The 2014 A.U.D. (Annual Update Document) has been filed with the State
Comptroller’s Office.

3. Jeff Rauf stopped in to see Supervisor Lounsbury regarding the fields between the

Town Hall and the Ambulance Building. Mr. Rauf is willing to bale the fields next year.
In the alternative, if it is something that is put out for bid, he would like to be included in
the bidding process. This past season, the Highway Department brush-hogged the fields.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Supervisor’s report; 2™ by
Councilwoman Cooke.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

ATTORNEY

1. Attorney Fallati stated that it has been confirmed that the lock has been removed from
the gate on Olmo Road and the signs have been removed as well.

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Attorneys report; 2" by
Councilman Bolte.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

1. Highway Superintendent Bates announced that the C.H.I.P.’s funded projects have
been completed for this year. The only other work that remains for this year are % mile
of paving on Bryan Road and %2 mile of paving on Hale Road which will be done with
the Town’s equipment.

A total of 8.9 miles of road have been rebuilt or resurfaced this year. The Town has 81
miles of roads and this is right in line with the 10-year plan.

2. Superintendent Bates received a request from a resident asking if it was possible to
make the intersection of Gerard Road and Sayre Road a 4-way stop. As it stands now,
there are stop signs on Gerard Road, but not on Sayre Road. Superintendent Bates feels
that the situation is a cause for concern and he requested that the Board consider making
it a 4-way stop.
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Because Superintendent Bates does not have the authority to install regulatory signage,
he turned to Attorney Fallati for the legalities of the situation. Attorney Fallati will check
into the Highway Law to see what can be done; a resolution may be needed.

3. Councilman Bolte inquired about the status of the roller. Superintendent Bates stated
that it had not been delivered yet. In the meantime, the Town of Rensselaerville has been
borrowing Westerlo’s roller and will most likely be borrowing Berne’s as well. He also
announced that for the past three weeks, the Towns of Rensselaerville, Berne, Knox, and
Westerlo and have been working together sharing trucks and equipment in order to
complete the C.H.L.P.’s projects. If it were not for the shared services, it would have been
impossible for any of the Town’s to have completed their work.

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to accept the Highway Superintendent’s report;
2" by Councilwoman Cooke.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

TOWN CLERK

Town Clerk Kraker reported for the month of August as follows:
Town Clerk Department — Total Collected $2,670.79
Paid to the Supervisor - $1,018.01 - the breakdown is as follows:

Clerk Fees $240.97
Recycling 81.00
Dog Licenses 89.00
Building Permits 287.04
Zoning 320.00
Total $1,018.01

Fees paid to NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets for the ‘Animal Population
Control Program’ aka ‘dog surcharge’: $14.00;

Electronic sweep from the Town Clerk’s checking account for the NYS Department of
Environmental Conservation - Sporting Licenses: $1,616.28; and

Fees paid to NYS Department of Health for Marriage Licenses: $22.50.

Water Rents for the month totaled $2,298.48 which includes $5.98 in penalties, and
Sewer Rents totaled $1,296.25 which includes $22.23 in penalties.

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to accept the Town Clerk’s report; 2™ by
Councilwoman Sedimeir.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, SedIlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR
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1. Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh reported for the month of
August two Solar Panel Permits, one Accessory Building Permit, and one Home Addition
Permit.

2. Officer Overbaugh requested permission to attend a conference in Colonie in October
at a cost of $125.00.

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to authorize Officer Overbaugh to attend
the conference in Colonie in October for a cost of $125.00; 2™ by Councilwoman Cooke.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedimeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

3. The demolition of the unsafe buildings in Potter Hollow is a more complex process due
to the issue with the asbestos. Officer Overbaugh will be allowing the owner extra time
for this reason.

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Code Enforcement
Officer/Building Inspector’s report; 2" by Councilman Bolte.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedimeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

ASSESSORS

1. Assessor Tollner wanted to remind all Seniors to get their Senior S.T.A.R. information
in and also for Veterans to get their information in as well.

2. With the School Tax season in full swing, Assessor Tollner encouraged anyone who
may have a question regarding their school taxes to contact the Assessor’s Office or the
school district in which they live.

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Assessor’s report; 2" by
Councilwoman Cooke.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedimeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE

Supervisor Lounsbury read a written report submitted by Water/Sewer Treatment Officer
Story as follows:

Due to a failure of our meter we couldn’t get readings for the last 4 days of the month but
the total otherwise was 432,000 gallons for a daily average of 16,800. NTU’s exceeded
the state limit of 5 for a period of 4-5 days because of excessive demand. Sand in the
filter has been replaced and levels are now down to acceptable operating levels.
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On a positive note, after the advisory was issued and everyone turned off their outside
fixtures, usage dropped to an unheard of 8,000 gallons. This points to the source of our
leaks and | am taking measures to identify the source of the leak. | have not got the
figures on the waste water at this time.

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to accept the Water/Sewer Treatment Officer’s
written report; 2™ by Councilwoman Cooke.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedimeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

REFUSE/RECYCLING

1. Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck reported the following for the month of August:

Rensselaer Iron & Steel: 3.2 tons

Tires: 34

City of Albany Landfill: 57.98 tons

Sierra Fibers: Comingled 5.45 tons and O.C.C. 7.37 tons
Oil: 94 gallons

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Recycling Coordinator’s
report; 2" by Councilwoman Sedlmeir.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

CURRENT EVENTS

None

OLD BUSINESS

1. Proposed Zoning Law

At the close of the Public Hearing on August 18, 2015, Attorney Fallati stated that the
next step in the process would be to check the legal citations and then review the
comments that were received during the Hearing. If the Board is prepared to approve the
changes, that may be done this evening. Next is to begin the SEQRA process. Attorney
Fallati has prepared a Resolution which designates the Town as Lead Agency for this
Type 1 Action.

Attorney Fallati went through the red-line version and addressed several modifications as
follows:
Avrticle 1, 82 page 9: updated language to incorporate the definition of family day
care in order to conform to the state statute.
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Acrticle 5, 85(b) page 42-43: updated language to conform to the state statue in
Agriculture and Markets Law.

Article 11, §13 page 86: the ‘New York State Board of Fire Underwriters’ no
longer exists and has been replaced with the ‘New York State Uniform Fire Prevention
and Building Code’.

Avrticle 1, 84 page 1: the last underlined phrase should be eliminated and the word
‘and’ should be inserted between 2009, and Local Law 2-2010.

Attorney Fallati went on to address the comments which were received during the Public
Hearing.

Under Article 2, 85 page 3: there was a concern regarding the grandfathering of
heavy industry. Attorney Fallati reviewed this and confirmed the prior analysis that once
property interests are in place and the Department of Environmental Conservation has
signed off on them, one runs into legal problems if one tries to change things after the
fact. The grandfathering language will remain as it is.

Article 11, 818, page 90-91: There was a concern over ‘the number of guests
equal to two multiplied by the number of rooms available’. The suggestion was to restore
the number to 2.5 as it was in the original zoning document. Attorney Fallati left it to the
Board to decide.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to restore the number of guests to 2.5; 2™
by Councilman Bolte.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

There was a concern over whether the requirement for a Special Use Permit for a
Convenience Store should be limited to the Hamlet zone only. Councilwoman Cooke
mentioned that there are a few small businesses/farmers that may wish to sell their own
products or that may like to bring in items for resale, which are not within the limits of
the Hamlet. The Board concurred.

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to retain the convenience store as a Special
Use Permit in all but the Crystal Lake zones; 2" by Councilwoman SedImeir.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

A comment was made about the definition of ‘tower’ or ‘structure’ in reference to
the Spectrum Act. According to Federal Statute once there is approval for a tower, the
tower owner would not need approval for modifications that did not substantially change
the physical dimensions of the tower. Furthermore, there is an FCC order for towers
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outside of public rights-of-way that allow an increase in the height, by no more than 10%
or the height of one additional antenna would not be considered a substantial change.
Another concern was the addition of a light, but that issue is beyond the scope of this
statute.

The definition of ‘gas substation’ had already been clarified at the Public Hearing.

Attorney Fallati asked the Board to consider a resolution to adopt into the draft zoning
law, the edits reflected in the red-line document. This would also include approval of the
technical edits made. A final version would then be prepared and used to go forward.

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to approve the red-line document as it
stands; 2nd by Councilwoman Sedimeir.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

Attorney Fallati read the Resolution as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE
TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE
TOWN BOARD

WHEREAS, the Town of Rensselaerville Town Board (the “Board”) desires to revise its
Zoning Law (the “Action”); and

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the State Environmental Quality Review Act
(“SEQRA”) 6 NYCRR Part 617, and determined that the Action is subject to SEQRA;
and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has preliminarily determined this to be a Type 1 Action
pursuant to SEQRA,; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the form Notice annexed hereto, in accordance with the
provisions of 6 NYCRR Part 617, the Town of Rensselaerville Town Board intends to
serve as Lead Agency for the SEQRA review of this Type 1 Action, and in this capacity,
will determine if the proposed action will have a significant effect on the environment;
and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board hereby:

(1)  preliminarily declares that the Action is a Type 1 Action under SEQRA; and
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(2)  declares its intent to serve as Lead Agency for the SEQRA Coordinated Review of
this Type 1 Action, and will thus circulate the Lead Agency Notice, a copy of the
proposed Zoning Law, and Part 1 of the required Environmental Assessment Form to all
Involved and Interested Agencies, who shall be given 30 days from the mailing of the
Lead Agency Notice to challenge the Town Board’s Lead Agency Designation; and

(3) authorizes and directs the Town Clerk to publish and/or mail all notices required
under SEQRA of the Board’s intention to declare itself as Lead Agency for the Action to
all Involved or Interested Agencies including, pursuant to NY Town Law 8264, the clerk
of any city, village, or town that has a boundary line within 500 feet of the boundary line
of the Town of Rensselaerville; the clerk of the board of supervisors or other person
performing like duties of any county with a boundary line within 500 feet of the
boundary line of the Town of Rensselaerville; and also upon the regional state park
commission having jurisdiction of any state park or parkway that has a boundary line
within 500 feet of the boundary line of the Town of Rensselaerville.

By motion made by Valerie Lounsbury and seconded by Margaret Sedimeir, the
foregoing resolution was adopted by a majority of the members of the Town of
Rensselaerville Town Board on the 10" day of September 2015 as follows:

Supervisor Lounsbury Yes
Councilwoman Cooke Yes

Councilman Bolte Yes
Councilwoman Sedlmeir Yes
Councilman Wood Absent

Motion carried.
END RESOLUTION
Supervisor Lounsbury asked Chairman John Mormile to commence the process of
completing the long form SEQRA.
A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to allow John Mormile to start the long

form SEQRA review; 2" by Councilwoman Sedlmeir.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

2. Assessor’s Clerk
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As only one application was received in response to the ad in the Altamont Enterprise
seeking an Assessor’s Clerk, Supervisor Lounsbury along with Assessor’s Chairperson,
Donna Kropp feel the ad should be run again. It was suggested that the ad be run in the
Greenville Pioneer this time and that Councilwoman Cooke be asked to send a special
bulletin through Mail-Chimp. Resumes will be requested to be in by September 30, 2015.

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to run the Assessor’s Clerk ad in the
Greenville Pioneer and to have Councilwoman Cooke send a special notice via Mail-
Chimp; 2™ by Councilwoman SedImeir.

Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedimeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

NEW BUSINESS

1. The Highway’s on-line bidding authority needs to be renewed even though there is
only $2,200 left in the line item. This would provide for continuity and eliminate the
need to adopt the resolution all over again.

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to renew the Highway’s on-line bidding
authority; 2" by Councilwoman SedImeir.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedimeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

2. The vision and dental health coverage plans must be approved even though there will
be no increase in premiums.

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to renew the Empire Blue Vision plan and
the Delta Dental plan with no increase in premiums; 2" by Councilwoman Sedimeir.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedimeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

3. Authorization is needed to allow the Senior/Youth Bus to transport attendees of the
Trinity Church’s 200™ Anniversary celebration from the playground/parking area up to
the Church and back again. Bob Bolte has volunteered to drive the bus.

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to authorize the Trinity Church’s use of the
Senior/Youth Bus on October 24, 2015 to transport the attendees of their celebration from
the parking area up the hill and back; 2" by Councilwoman Sedimeir.

Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

1. Councilwoman Cooke inquired into scheduling the Special Meeting to present the
Tentative Budget.

10



2015 September Regular 091015
FINAL

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to hold a Special Meeting on October 1,
2015 at 7:00 PM to present the Tentative Budget; 2" by Councilwoman Cooke.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

AUDIENCE COMMENTS

1. Owen Camp inquired whether or not the Board was convinced that the Town needed a
new Zoning Law. It was the consensus of the Board that they were certain a revision was
necessary.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 PM; 2" by
Councilwoman SedImeir.
Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0)

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED;
Victoria H. Kraker
Town Clerk
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