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MINUTES 

OF  

THE TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING  

APRIL 14, 2016 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 

14
th

 day of April 2016 at 7 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 

Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury 

and the roll was called with the following results: 

 

 PRESENT WERE: Attorney Tom Fallati 

    Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury 

    Councilman Robert Bolte 

    Councilwoman Marion Cooke 

    Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir 

    Councilman Gerald Wood 

    Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 

 

Also present were Highway Superintendent Randy Bates, Assessor Donna Kropp, 

Recycling Coordinator Jon Whitbeck, Investigator Amy Kowalski, and three interested 

citizens. 

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

 

Marie Dermody wished to address the March 10
th

 Regular Meeting minutes.  She stated 

that former Councilman Kevin McGrath was listed as a voting member despite having 

resigned. 

 

She also inquired whether all new appointees were given their Oath of Office and if the 

ones that were incorrect, were corrected.  Town Clerk Kraker responded by confirming 

that all new appointees were administered their oath and that the others had been 

corrected. 

 

Barry Cooke inquired into the status of the tower.  Attorney Fallati responded by stating 

that currently there is legal action pending in Supreme Court.  A group of petitioners filed 

a petition to overturn the decision approving the application of the tower.  The last set of 

papers is due on Monday and thereafter the matter will be decided by the Court. 

 

MINUTES  
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the minutes of the following 

meetings:  
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  March 8, 2016 – Work Meeting 

  March 10, 2016 – Regular Meeting * noting Kevin McGrath was not a  

      voting member after his resignation was read 

  March 8, 2016 – Public Hearing - Zoning 

 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Wood. 

Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Abstains (1) 

Bolte 

 

TRANSFERS 
  

None 

  

ABSTRACTS/VOUCHERS 

 

General Fund              $ 84,023.98 

Highway Fund              37,244.13 

Lighting District                686.22 

Sewer Fund                     431.69 

Water Fund                       560.25 

T&A Fund           919.21       

Total Abstracts         $123,865.48 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to pay all signed vouchers; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Cooke. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE   
 

None 

REPORTS 

 

SUPERVISOR 

 

No Report 

 

ATTORNEY 

 

Attorney Fallati will cover two topics later in the meeting. 

 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
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1. Superintendent Bates will need authorization to attend the Cornell Local Roads 

Program in June. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to allow Superintendent Bates to attend the 

Cornell Local Roads Program; the Town will pay the registration fee and the cost of the 

room.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Bolte. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

2. The Highway Department will resume their summer work schedule of ten-hour days, 

Monday through Thursday beginning on May 2, 2016 and ending on October 7, 2016.   

 

3. Highway Superintendent Bates reported that the two trucks that were placed on 

Auctions International had sold.  Truck #9 (1-ton dump truck) sold for $10,076 and truck 

#15 (International) sold for $6,100.  

 

Attorney Fallati prepared a Resolution as follows: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE 

TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE  

TOWN BOARD 

 

 WHEREAS, the Highway Superintendent of the town of Rensselaerville solicited 

bids on the online auction site; auctionsinternational.com with respect to two trucks 

owned by the Town, namely (1) a 2008 Ford F550 Super Duty Dump Truck; and (2) 

2000 International 2574 Dump Truck; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town received bids of $10,076 for the 2008 Ford F550 Super 

Duty Dump Truck and $6,100 for the 2000 International 2574 Dump Truck (collectively, 

the “Bids”), which Bids were the highest bids received for each vehicle; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the duly convened Town Board of 

the Town of Rensselaerville, Albany County, New York, (1) accepts and approves the 

sale of the respective vehicles pursuant to the Bids; and (2) authorizes the Highway 

Superintendent to take all necessary steps to effectuate such sales. 

 

 By motion made by Gerald Wood, and seconded by Margaret Sedlmeir, the 

foregoing resolution was adopted by a majority of the members of the Town Board 

of the Town of Rensselaerville on the 14
th

 day of April 2016 as follows: 

 

Valerie Lounsbury, Supervisor   Yes 

Robert Bolte, Councilman     Yes 

Marion Cooke, Councilwoman    Yes 
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Margaret Sedlmeir, Councilwoman   Yes 

Gerald Wood, Councilman     Yes 

 

END RESOLUTION 

 

4.  Superintendent Bates expressed that he is astounded at the decrease in prices due to 

the plummeting price of oil.  Decreases for some of the road materials were in the range 

of 20%. He also expects an increase of approximately $36,000 (again about 20%) in 

C.H.I.P.s funding for this year.  Last year 5-plus miles were resurfaced; this year he 

expects 7-plus miles to be resurfaced. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Highway Superintendent’s 

report, 2
nd

 by Councilman Bolte. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

TOWN CLERK 

 

Town Clerk Kraker reported for the month of March as follows: 

Town Clerk Department – Total Collected $979.75 

Paid to the Supervisor - $863.39 - the breakdown is as follows: 

 Clerk Fees                $159.39 

 Recycling                               54.00   

 Dog Licenses                    125.00 

 Building Permits           70.00   

 Kennel Boarding         55.00 

 Zoning                  400.00 

 Total                 $863.39 

 

Fees paid to NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets for the ‘Animal Population 

Control Program’ aka ‘dog surcharge’:  $23.00 

Fees paid to NYS Department of Health for Marriages License: $22.50 

Electronic sweep from the Town Clerk’s checking account for the NYS Department of 

Environmental Conservation - Sporting licenses: $70.86 

Fees paid to the NYS Health Department for one marriage license: $22.50 

Water Rents collected for the month totaled $11,162.04 which includes $29.64 in 

penalties. 

Sewer Rents collected for the month totaled $4,643.29 which includes $45.92 in 

penalties. 

Town Clerk Kraker announced that the 2016 Property Tax Collection season has 

officially closed.   

Clerk Kraker stated that a check in the amount of $3,684.80 will be paid to the Supervisor 

for penalties/interest taxpayers incurred during the month of March.  
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A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Town Clerk’s report; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Cook. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR 

 

Supervisor Lounsbury read Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Mark 

Overbaugh’s report due to his absence as he needed to officiate as President of the 

Medusa Volunteer Fire Company at a funeral service: 

 

 For the month of March: one deck permit; one building repair permit; and one 

greenhouse permit. 

 

Officer Overbaugh also reported that 14 R.V. permits have been issued so far. 

 

 A motion was made by Councilman Wood to accept the Code Enforcement/Building 

Inspector’s written report as read by Supervisor Lounsbury; 2
nd

 by Councilman Bolte. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

ASSESSORS 

 

1. Assessor Kropp reported that the Assessor’s office is still at work preparing the 

Tentative Roll. 

 

2. Assessor Kropp briefed everyone about new legislation that will affect the STAR 

Program. She and Assessor Wank attended a video conference which explained that any 

new homeowner, who normally would have gotten the Basic STAR or Enhanced STAR 

exemption, will not be eligible for the exemption, but rather will be required to register 

with New York State for a personal income tax credit.  Residents will be required to pay 

their school taxes in full and will then be reimbursed via check.  Anyone who is currently 

enrolled in the STAR Program will continue to receive the exemption on their school 

taxes.  Assessor Kropp will be attending more training on this subject. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Assessor’s report; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE 

  

 1. Town Clerk Kraker read the Water/Sewer Committee’s written report submitted by 

Water/Sewer Treatment Officer Story as follows: 

 386,100 gallons of water was filtered during the month of March: an average of 

11,874 gal/day; and 
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 170,640 gallons of effluent was pumped: an average of 5,505 gal/day. 

Officer Story also reported that preparations are underway to rebuild the filter bed before 

the weather gets too hot. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Water/Sewer Treatment 

Officer’s written report; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Cooke.  

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

REFUSE/RECYCLING  

 

1. Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck reported the following for the month of March: 

 

 Rensselaer Iron & Steel: 6.91 tons 

 Tires: 26 

 City of Albany Landfill: 71.99 tons 

 Sierra Fibers: 4.15 tons – comingled 

                        5.81 tons – old cardboard container 

 Oil: 23 gallons 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Recycling Coordinator’s 

report; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

CURRENT EVENTS 

 

1. Councilwoman Sedlmeir wished to remind all that the Town Wide Picnic will be 

Sunday, June 5, 2016 from 2 -4:30 PM.  Volunteers are needed and appreciated.   

 

2. Councilwoman Sedlmeir also wished to remind everyone that a service for former 

Deputy Town Clerk, Dee Andrus, will be held this Saturday at 2:00 PM at the 

Rensselaerville Fire House. 

 

3. Councilman Wood announced that the Rensselaerville Ambulance is sponsoring a 

blood drive on Saturday morning. 

 

4. Councilwoman Cooke announced that the Medusa Fire House will hold the last 

breakfast for the season this Saturday.  Also, the Medusa Fest will be held on April 30
th

. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. Attorney Fallati has drawn up a Resolution regarding the processing of vouchers. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE 

TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE 

TOWN BOARD 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town previously established a policy that vendors submitting 

vouchers for payment of goods or services rendered to the Town were required to submit 

vouchers with original signatures; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town has found that the process of obtaining such original 

signatures has been time-consuming and has delayed the efficient processing of vouchers; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, reliance upon electronic copies of signatures has become a standard 

business practice that provides for more efficient processing of paperwork and reduces 

reliance upon paper; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the duly convened Town Board of 

the Town of Rensselaerville, Albany County, New York, (1) rescinds the prior 

requirement that vendors submit vouchers bearing original signatures; and (2) authorizes 

the Town to accept, and make payment upon, vouchers bearing signatures in electronic 

format, such as electronic mail or facsimile. 

   

 By motion made by Robert Bolte, and seconded by Margaret Sedlmeir, the 

foregoing resolution was adopted by a majority of the members of the Town Board 

of the Town of Rensselaerville on the 14
th

 day of April 2016 as follows: 

 

Valerie Lounsbury, Supervisor   Yes 

Robert Bolte, Councilman     Yes 

Marion Cooke, Councilwoman    Yes 

Margaret Sedlmeir, Councilwoman   Yes 

Gerald Wood, Councilman     Yes 

 

END RESOLUTION 

 

2. Last year the hay fields between the Ambulance building and Town Hall were brush 

hogged by the Highway Department.  Since then, a resident contacted Supervisor 

Lounsbury showing interest in haying those fields.  Supervisor Lounsbury would like to 

advertise for the service so that everyone interested would have the opportunity to make 

an offer.  Councilman Bolte suggested that bidders should submit their bids as a flat rate; 

as opposed to making offers, for example, per bale, which would run into problems such 

as big bales, small bales, round, or square bales. 
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*Marie Dermody inquired whether or not bidders would be required to have insurance 

coverage.  Discussion ensued.  Supervisor Lounsbury will call Marshall & Sterling to 

find out what the insurance requirements are, if any.  

 

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to authorize the Town Clerk to solicit bids in 

both the Altamont Enterprise and the Greenville Pioneer, for the cutting, baling, and 

removal of hay from the two fields next to Town Hall, for a flat fee and subject to 

insurance coverage; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, and Sedlmeir; Nays (1) Wood 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. At the Work Meeting Supervisor Lounsbury opened and read all bids for the Highway 

Department, and for the port-o-lets and mowing of the parks.  The following is a 

breakdown of the winning bidders and the materials and/or services which they will be 

providing. All bids were accompanied by a Non-Collusive Bidding Certificate. 

 

Carver Sand & Gravel: per ton 

     1A Washed – FOB    $11.25 

     1A Washed – Delivered to yard   15.25 

     1A Washed – Delivered to job   15.65 

     1B Washed – Delivered to yard   12.25 

     1B Washed – Delivered to job   12.65 

     1ST Washed – FOB          8.25 

     1ST Washed – Delivered to yard   12.25 

     1ST Washed – Delivered to job   12.65 

     #1 Washed – FOB       8.25  

     #1 Washed – Delivered to yard   12.25 

     #1 Washed – Delivered to job   12.65 

     #2 – FOB        8.25 * Tied 

     #2 – Delivered to yard    12.25 

     #2 – Delivered to job    12.65 

     #3 – FOB        8.25 * Tied 

     #3 – Delivered to yard    12.25 

     #3 – Delivered to job    12.65 

     Screenings – Delivered to job   11.90 

     Crusher Run – FOB       6.50 * Tied 

     Crusher Run – Delivered to yard   10.50 

     Crusher Run – Delivered to job   10.90 

     Light Stone – FOB     10.00 * Tied 

     Light Stone – Delivered to yard   14.00 

     Light Stone – Delivered to job   14.40 

     Medium Stone – FOB              11.35 
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     Medium Stone – Delivered to yard  15.85 

     Medium Stone – Delivered to job    16.25 

     ROB Gravel – FOB       4.90/cy 

     #1 & #2 Mixed – FOB      8.25  

     #1 & #2 Mixed – Delivered to yard 12.25 

     #1 & #2 Mixed – Delivered to job   12.65 

      

Cobleskill Stone: per ton 

     Type 1 Base – In Place   53.25 

     Type 3 Binder – In Place   54.25 

     19 MM Binder – In Place   54.25 

     Type 6 Top – In Place                     57.75 

     Type 7 Top – In Place                     63.75 

     Winter Mix – FOB    85.00 

     C’Run In Place w/Paver (600-)  20.10 

     C’Run In Place w/Paver (600+)  20.10 

           

Callanan: per ton 

     1B Washed – FOB         6.50 

     #2 – FOB                  8.25 * Tied 

     #3 – FOB                                           8.25 * Tied 

     Screenings – FOB                              5.00 

     Screening – Delivered to yard   11.00 

     Crusher Run – FOB                           6.50 * Tied 

     Light Stone – FOB                           10.00 * Tied 

     Type 1 Base – FOB                         40.50 

     Type 3 Binder – FOB                      41.50 

     19 MM Binder – FOB                     42.50 

     Type 6 Top – FOB                          45.00 

     Type 7 Top – FOB                          51.00 

    

Gorman Bros.:  

     Winter Mix – Delivered to yard    110.00/ton 

     Grade CMS-2r       1.94/gal * Tied 

     Tack Coat – Delivered to job     4.00/gal 

     Dust Oil                                              3.40/gal 

     Chip Spreader w/Operator – Full Day  1,500.00 * Tied 

      

 

Peckham:     

     Grade CMS-2r       1.94/gal * Tied 

     Grade CRS-2 – Delivered to job        1.83/gal 

     Grade CRS-2p – Delivered to job     1.90/gal 
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     Grade CMS-2 – Delivered to job      1.94/gal 

     Liquid Calcium – Delivered to job      .90/gal 

     Chip Spreader w/Operator – ½ Day      1,200.00 

     Chip Spreader w/Operator – Full Day  1,500.00 * Tied 

     10T Pneumatic Roller w/Operator – ½ Day        850.00 

     10T Pneumatic Roller w/Operator – Full Day 1,000.00 

     Pavement Reclaimer w/Operator ½ Day          3,625.00 

     Pavement Reclaimer w/Operator – Full Day   3,875.00 

     Midland Paver or Equal                              1,800.00  

 

Heldeberg Bluestone & Marble: 

     Shale, ripped FOB/ton   3.50 

 

Chemung: 

     4” HDPE Pipe Corrugated – Delivered .40/lf * Tied 

      

Pipes Plus: 

     4” HDPE Pipe Corrugated – Delivered .40/lf * Tied 

     12 Gauge Arch    154.80/lf 

     Geotextile Fabric Non-Woven – FOB  .56/sy 

     Geotextile Fabric Non-Woven – Delivered .56/sy 

     Geotextile Fabric Woven – FOB   .48/sy 

     Geotextile Fabric Woven – Delivered   .48/sy 

Lane: per linear foot 

 

     6” HDPE Pipe Corrugated – Delivered       1.05 

     8” HDPE Pipe Corrugated – Delivered       2.01 

     10” HDPE Pipe Corrugated – Delivered     4.07 

     12” HDPE Pipe Smooth - Delivered    4.64 

     15” HDPE Pipe Smooth – Delivered    6.25 

     18” HDPE Pipe Smooth – Delivered    9.03 

     24” HDPE Pipe Smooth – Delivered  14.00 

     30” HDPE Pipe Smooth – Delivered   22.55 

     36” HDPE Pipe Smooth – Delivered  29.00 

     42” HDPE Pipe Smooth – Delivered   40.50 

     48” HDPE Pipe Smooth – Delivered   49.00 

     71” X 103” Arch Pipe (Galv)  - Delivered        102.36 

 

Main Care: 

     Unleaded Gas (Reg) – Fixed  1.71/gal 

     Unleaded Gas (Mid) – Fixed  1.78/gal 

     No. 2 Heating Oil – Fixed   1.67/gal 

     Heating Service Contract Per Unit  250.00 
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     Additional Labor Rate – Regular Time    119.00 

 

Mirabito: 

     Diesel (Low Sulfur) – Fixed  1.61/gal 

     Diesel/Kerosene (Winter) – Fixed  1.72/gal 

 

Big Top Portable Toilets: 

  

 Rensselaerville and Medusa Parks from April 15, 2016 to October 15, 2016: 

 one standard toilet and one cleaning per week: $454.50 each and; 

 

 Bayard Elsbree Memorial Park from April 15, 2016 to October 15, 2016: 

one standard toilet from April 15, 2016 to July 15, 2016; and one handicap toilet from 

May 15, 2016 to October 15, 2016; one cleaning per week: $823.50 

 

Triple L Landscaping: 

 

 Medusa Park: $676.00 

 Bayard Elsbree Memorial Park: $3,150 

 

A1 Clean Cut Lawn: 

 

 Rensselaerville Park: $1,095 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to award all bids as read; 2
nd

 by Councilman 

Wood. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

2. Authorization is needed for the Town Clerk to place a Legal Notice in the newspaper 

noting that the Annual Drinking Water Quality Report has been mailed to all District 

users, has been posted on the Town’s website, and that copies are available at Town Hall. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to authorize Clerk Kraker to place a Legal 

Notice in the paper; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

3. A motion is needed to accept the Standard Work Day and Reporting Resolution for 

Elected and Appointed Officials.  

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Standard Work Day and 

Reporting Resolution for Elected and Appointed Officials; 2
nd

 by Councilman Wood. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
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4. Supervisor Lounsbury made a recommendation that the Town Board should meet with 

the Planning Board to discuss the appointment of the new Planning Board member.  

Supervisor Lounsbury will request to be placed on the Planning Board’s agenda for May 

5, 2016 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke that the Town Board meet with the 

Planning Board concerning the appointment of the new Planning Board member at the 

May 5
th

 meeting; 2
nd

 by Councilman Wood. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

5. Attorney Fallati renewed authority pursuant to the prior resolutions, of the Highway 

Superintendent to participate in the Auctions International on-line bidding; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Cooke. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS  
 

None 

 

TOWN BOARD COMMENTS 

 

1. Councilman Wood wished to announce that the Albany County inmates would be 

coming out to work at the Bayard Elsbree Memorial Park, May 23
rd

, 24
th

, and 25
th

 and 

will be working at the Preston Hollow Cemetery on the 26
th

 and 27
th

.   

 

Highway Superintendent Bates inquired whether or not mulch was needed for the 

cemetery and announced that the Town of Bethlehem will give the Town 30 c.y. of 

mulch each year at no charge. 

 

Councilman Wood expressed how much that would help around the trees and also at the 

Park.  Superintendent Bates will deliver the mulch. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to adjourn the meeting at 8:04 PM; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 

 

Victoria H. Kraker 

Town Clerk 

 


