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MINUTES 

OF  

THE TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING  

FEBRUARY 11, 2016 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 

11
th

 day of February 2016 at 7 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 

87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie 

Lounsbury and the roll was called with the following results: 

 

 PRESENT WERE: Attorney Tom Fallati 

    Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury 

    Councilwoman Marion Cooke 

    Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir 

    Councilman Gerald Wood 

    Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 

 

 ABSENT WAS: Councilman Kevin McGrath 

 

Also present were Highway Superintendent Randy Bates, Code Enforcement 

Officer/Building Inspector Mark Overbaugh, Assessor Donna Kropp, Water/Sewer 

Treatment Officer Doug Story, Recycling Coordinator Jon Whitbeck, Investigator Amy 

Kowalski, and fourteen interested citizens. 

   

Supervisor Lounsbury introduced Investigator Amy Kowalski from the Albany County 

Sheriff’s Department, as the new Community Liaison. 

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

 

1. Marie Dermody stated her concern over the fact that Town Clerk Kraker had termed 

Mrs. Dermody’s request to have her comment made at the December 30
th

 Final Meeting 

included in the minutes, as an “addition”.  She felt it should not be called an ‘addition’ 

but rather that her comments should have been included and the content should have been 

noted for both minutes, not just the minutes where the amendment was made.   She 

acknowledged that the revisions were made, but made a recommendation that there 

should have been more of a cross-reference for the sake of clarity.    

 

2. Mrs. Dermody also questioned the validity of some of the Oaths of Office.  Mrs. 

Dermody will share her notes and concerns with Town Clerk Kraker.  
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MINUTES  
 

 A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the minutes of the 

following meetings:  

  

 December 30, 2015 – Final Meeting 

 January 1, 2016 – Organizational Meeting 

 January 12, 2016 – Work Meeting 

 January 14, 2016 – Regular Meeting 

 January 12, 2016 – Public Hearing Rescinding the Tax Cap Override 

 January 19, 2016 – Public Hearing – Zoning Law 

   

The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

TRANSFERS 
  

 None 

 

ABSTRACTS/VOUCHERS 

 

General Fund           $ 51,907.13 

Highway Fund           56,482.87  

Lighting District             690.35 

Sewer Fund              28,385.84 

Water Fund                       70.00 

T&A Fund         782.15       

Total Abstracts      $138,318.34 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to pay all signed vouchers; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

CORRESPONDENCE   
 

REPORTS 

 

SUPERVISOR 

 

1. Supervisor Lounsbury received a letter from Senator Amedore’s office regarding the 

glitch in the internal mailing system which sent questionnaires out to only certain 
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members of households instead of the entire household.  Supervisor Lounsbury read the 

letter in its entirety.  Please see last page of minutes. 

 

2. The insurance is due to be renewed in March.  Nolan Pazin from Marshall & Sterling 

will present any changes/updates at the March meeting. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Supervisor’s report; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Cooke. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

ATTORNEY 

 

1. Attorney Fallati will present his report in conjunction with topics which are addressed 

later in the meeting. 

 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

 

1. Highway Superintendent Bates reported that his department continues to trim trees.  

Arnold Road has been completed and Niles Road is well on its way to completion. 

 

2. The Highway Department has been able to use the plow and spreader from Truck #9 

(which will be sold at auction) on the new Ford 1-ton dump truck, saving the Town 

approximately $10,000. 

 

3. Everything is in good order for any snow and ice removal. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Highway Superintendent’s 

report, 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Cooke. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

TOWN CLERK 

 

Town Clerk Kraker gave the Annual Report for 2015 as follows: 

 

Total Collected/Deposited     $22,330.11 

Total Paid to the Supervisor: 

     Clerk Fees          2,073.02 

     Recycling            1,179.00 

     Dog Licenses          1,400.00 

     Kennel Boarding                         91.00 

     Building Permits          3,599.60 
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     Zoning               1,770.01 

     Senior/Youth Bus Donations                 110.00 

Paid to NYS Agriculture & Markets (Dog Licenses)            239.00 

Paid to NYS DEC (Sporting Licenses)                               9,300.98 

Paid to NYS Department of Health (Marriage Licenses)      157.50 

Plus Mid-Hudson Franchise Fees                                2,410.00 

Total:                  $22,330.11 

 

Number of Marriage Licenses Issued:  7 

Number of Death Certificates Issued:  6 

Number of Birth Certificates Issued:  2 

 

Town Clerk Kraker reported for the month of January as follows: 

Town Clerk Department – Total Collected $636.69 

Paid to the Supervisor - $614.69 - the breakdown is as follows: 

 Clerk Fees                $97.00 

 Recycling                             47.00   

 Dog Licenses                  154.00 

 Building Permits       261.69   

 Zoning                  55.00 

 Total               $614.69 

 

Fees paid to NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets for the ‘Animal Population 

Control Program’ aka ‘dog surcharge’:  $22.00 

Water Rents collected for the month totaled $7,764.79 and Sewer Rents collected for the 

month totaled $7,683.18.  

  

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Town Clerk’s report; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR 

 

1. Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh reported two Home 

Replacements and one Woodstove Permit for the month of January. 

 

2. Officer Overbaugh reported that R.V. Permits have been mailed and are coming in 

slowly. 

 

 A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Code Enforcement/Building 

Inspector’s report; 2
nd

 by Councilman Wood. 
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Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

ASSESSORS 

 

1. Assessor Kropp reported that the Assessor’s office continues to process exemptions 

and reminded anyone who will be turning 65 years of age by December 31, 2016 that 

they may be eligible for the Enhanced Star program. 

 

2. Assessor Kropp also wanted to remind everyone that any exemption paperwork must 

be turned in by March 1, 2016. 

 

3. Additional Assessor’s hours are Mondays from 1 to 3 PM. 

 

4. The Assessor’s Office is also preparing for the 2016 Tax Roll. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Assessor’s report; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Cooke. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE 

  

 1. Water/Sewer Treatment Officer Story reported that for the month of January 422,900 

gallons of water was filtered (an average of 13,642 gallons/day); and 214,000 gallons of 

sewage was pumped (an average of 6,933 gallons/day).  

 

2. Officer Story reported that a recent major leak had drained all the water in the tank, 

leaving many without service.  The source of the leak was a hose that had been left 

running.  Another event was a leak in a home where the furnace had failed causing pipes 

to freeze.  This led Officer Story to confirm his belief that it would be beneficial for the 

District to have equipment which would notify him of excessive usage long before it 

became a major problem to District users, not to mention homeowners who may suffer 

significant losses in the event of frozen pipes, for instance. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Water/Sewer Treatment 

Officer’s report; 2
nd

 by Councilman Wood.  

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

REFUSE/RECYCLING  

 

1. Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck reported the following for the month of January: 
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 Rensselaer Iron & Steel:   3.51 tons 

 Tires:    29 (8 authorized and 21 which were found dumped  

      on Gulf Road Extension) 

 City of Albany Landfill: 52.95 tons 

 Sierra Fibers:     4.24 tons – comingled 

       4.88 tons – old cardboard container 

 Oil:    10 gallons 

 

Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck stated that when residents recycle their aluminum cans 

by rinsing them, removing the labels, and placing them in the metal bin; it helps add to 

the tonnage, which in turn helps the Town. 

  

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Recycling Coordinator’s 

report; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

CURRENT EVENTS 

 

Kim Graff from the Rensselaerville Library announced that there will be a representative 

from the New York State Tax Department available at the library on February 24
th

 to 

assist residents who intend to file their taxes electronically and report an income of 

$62,000 or less.  She advises anyone who may be interested to call ahead for an 

appointment. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. Supervisor Lounsbury reported that another Public Hearing will need to be scheduled 

for the proposed zoning law as the most recent version of the proposed zoning law was 

not the one that was on the Town’s website.  Notices will need to be sent to all 

neighboring Towns and Counties. 

 

Attorney Fallati read the Resolution as follows: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE 

TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE 

TOWN BOARD 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Rensselaerville has determined that its zoning law 

should be amended to better reflect the Town’s needs and vision for future growth; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Town Board has prepared a proposed revised zoning law to 

reflect these changes. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the duly convened Town Board of 

the Town of Rensselaerville that pursuant to the Municipal Home Rule Law and the 

General Municipal Law, a public hearing shall be conducted at the Town Hall on March 

8, 2016 at 6:45 PM on the attached proposed Local Law, and notice of the time and place 

of such hearing shall be published on or before March 3, 2016 in a newspaper circulation 

in the Town. 

 

 By motion made by Valerie Lounsbury, and seconded by Margaret Sedlmeir, the 

foregoing resolution was adopted by a majority of the members of the Town Board of the 

Town of Rensselaerville on the 11
th

 day of February, 2016 as follows: 

 

Valerie Lounsbury, Supervisor    Yes 

Marion Cooke, Councilwoman    Yes 

Margaret Sedlmeir, Councilwoman   Yes 

Gerald Wood, Councilman     Yes 

Kevin McGrath, Councilman    Absent     

 

END RESOLUTION 

   

 

2. The server has been delivered to I.T.S. and installation should be completed within the 

next two to three weeks depending on their ability to coordinate with B.A.S. and O.R.P.S. 

 

3. Discussion regarding the Board of Ethics matter will be tabled until the March 

meeting.    

   

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Supervisor Lounsbury received the resignation of Planning Board member, Scott 

Kunkler on January 8, 2016, due to his relocation outside the boundaries of the Town of 

Rensselaerville. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the resignation of Scott 

Kunkler; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Cooke. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to authorize the Town Clerk to advertise 

for a new Planning Board member in both the Altamont Enterprise and the Greenville 
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Pioneer, and stipulating that resumes be submitted by March 11, 2016; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

2. Supervisor Lounsbury needs authorization to send a letter requesting an extension for 

the 2015 A.U.D. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke authorizing Supervisor Lounsbury to 

submit a letter requesting an extension of the 2015 A.U.D.; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman 

Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

3. Councilwoman Cooke has performed the annual audit on the Justice accounts and has 

found everything to be in order.  Supervisor Lounsbury reported that Justice Bates 

approached her with the idea of purchasing a program that would allow the Justices to 

have all of their cases together in a State-wide program.  The State would furnish the 

computers and provide for the installation and training.  There will be an annual fee for 

the updates.  The Town of Rensselaerville is one of a handful of Towns in the State that 

does not have the program. 

 

4. Supervisor Lounsbury read Court Clerk Emileigh Tanner’s resignation. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept Ms. Tanner’s resignation; 2
nd

 

by Councilwoman Cooke. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

Town Justice Cooke requested that Kim Welsch be appointed Court Clerk. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to appoint Kim Welsch as Court Clerk; 2
nd

 

by Councilman Wood. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

5. Authorization is needed to advertise the bidding of highway materials, and also for the 

mowing and port-a-lets for the three parks. 

  

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to authorize the Town Clerk and Highway 

Superintendent to advertise the bidding of highway materials and the mowing and port-a-

lets for the three parks with the stipulation that bids be submitted in time to be opened at 

April’s Work Meeting and awarded at April’s Regular Meeting; 2
nd

 by Councilman 

Wood. 
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Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

6. Supervisor Lounsbury is in receipt of the resignation of Barry Kuhar from the 

Water/Sewer Advisory Committee.   

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the resignation of Mr. Kuhar; 2
nd

 

by Councilwoman Cooke. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

Jack Long, also a member of the Water/Sewer Advisory Committee, is in poor health and 

will be unable to attend the Water/Sewer meetings.   

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury that although she is not in receipt of an 

official resignation letter from Jack Long, she would like to accept his condition and the 

fact that he will be unable to attend any further meetings as sufficient; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

The Water/Sewer Advisory Committee has made a recommendation to appoint William 

Bensen and Timothy Miller to fill out the terms of Barry Kuhar and Jack Long. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to appoint William Bensen as a member of 

the Water/Sewer Advisory Committee; term to run 2/11/2016 through 12/31/2016; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to appoint Timothy Miller as a member of 

the Water/Sewer Advisory Committee; term to run 2/11/2016 through 12/31/2019; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS  
 

1. Kathy Hallenbeck wished to thank the Highway Department for the fine job they did 

cleaning up the tree that fell across Hale Road. 

 

2. Investigator Amy Kowalski wanted to remind everyone of the “yellow dot” program, 

especially with the extreme cold weather predicted for the upcoming weekend.  The 
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“yellow dot” program is where the elderly or disabled (or anyone who may need to be 

checked in on) places a yellow dot on their door or front window.  The authorities, as 

they perform their routine duties, will check in on anyone who displays a yellow dot.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Before adjourning the meeting, Supervisor Lounsbury invited everyone to stay and join 

the Board to present Bob Bolte with a plaque honoring his dedication and service to the 

Town. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 PM; 2
nd

 

by Supervisor Lounsbury. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 

 

Victoria H. Kraker 

Town Clerk 
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