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MINUTES 

OF  

THE TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING  

JANUARY 14, 2016 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 

14
th

 day of January 2016 at 7 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 

Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury 

and the roll was called with the following results: 

 

 PRESENT WERE: Attorney Tom Fallati 

    Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury 

    Councilwoman Marion Cooke 

    Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir 

    Councilman Gerald Wood 

    Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 

 

 ABSENT WAS: Councilman Kevin McGrath 

 

Also present were Highway Superintendent Randy Bates, Code Enforcement 

Officer/Building Inspector Mark Overbaugh, Assessor Donna Kropp, Water/Sewer 

Treatment Officer Doug Story, Recycling Coordinator Jon Whitbeck, Investigator Tracy 

Mance, and eight interested citizens. 

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

   

1. Marie Dermody wished to make an addition to the December 10, 2015 Regular 

Meeting minutes by including her inquiry regarding the 911 addresses.  She felt that the 

information presented was valuable and would like to see it included in the minutes so 

that others may be informed as well. 

 

2. Kathy Hallenbeck questioned why some homeowners were getting their rebate checks 

and others were not.  Supervisor Lounsbury will check with the Assessor’s Office and/or 

the State Comptroller’s Office. 

 

3. Brenda Wood and Chip Decker presented the Town with a $45,000 check to offset the 

A.L.S. Program. Chip Decker stated that he would like to see new members join the 

Volunteer Ambulance.  Supervisor Lounsbury stated that the State requires extensive 

training and the younger generation has so little extra time. Brenda Wood added that if 

people dedicate the time to the training, they have a tendency to go to an agency where 

they would get paid.  There are only three E.M.T.s and Mr. Decker feels that there may 

come a time where the Town will no longer have an ambulance squad. 
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MINUTES  
 

 A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the minutes of the 

following meetings *:  

  

  December 8, 2015– Work Meeting 

December 10, 2015 – Regular Meeting * with addition requested by                                                      

Mrs. Dermody 

   

The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Cooke, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Abstains (1) Wood; 

Absent (1) McGrath 

 

TRANSFERS 
  

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to approve the following transfers: 

 

From ‘Retirement’ 89010 to ‘Worker’s Compensation’ 89040 in the amount of $122.00 

to cover 2016 Worker’s Compensation bill;  

From ‘Fees for Services’ A1220E 44046  to ‘Audit Fees’ A1220E 44044 in the amount 

of $1,921.36 to cover invoice #28128 from the Accounting Firm 8/15 – 12/15; 

From ‘Misc Contractual’ A1220E 44999  to ‘Audit Fees’ A1220E 44044 in the amount 

of $583.72 to cover invoice #28128 from the Accounting Firm 8/15 – 12/15; and 

From ‘Contingency’ A1990E 44999 to ‘Audit Fees’ A1220E 44044 in the amount of 

$4,219.92 to cover invoice #28128 from the Accounting Firm 8/15 – 12/15.  

 

The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Cooke. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

ABSTRACTS/VOUCHERS 

 

General Fund           $ 49,059.07 

Highway Fund         100,675.67  

Ambulance Fund       11,108.00 

Fire Protection Fund  28,815.00 

Lighting District             659.48 

Sewer Fund                  716.80 

Water Fund                 1,311.25 

T&A Fund       745.59       

Total Abstracts     $193,090.86 
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A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to pay all signed vouchers; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

CORRESPONDENCE   
 

Supervisor Lounsbury read a note from Donna Kropp on behalf of the Rensselaerville 

Trinity Church thanking the Town for the use of the Senior/Youth bus to transport 

attendees of the Church’s 200
th

 Anniversary celebration in December. 

  

REPORTS 

 

SUPERVISOR 

 

1. The Ambulance and two out of the three Fire Companies have returned their contracts 

to Supervisor Lounsbury.  She awaits the remaining Fire Company’s contract and then 

those contracts will be complete for another year. 

 

2. The Supervisor’s Office has been very busy with year-end work.   

 

3. The Huyck Preserve has donated $250 to the Recycling Center. 

 

4. Supervisor Lounsbury addressed an inquiry to the Board and asked perhaps Kathy 

Hallenbeck would know if the Justice Court Clerk’s position needs to be advertised.  One 

of the clerks has received a promotion at her regular job and may be leaving the Court 

clerk appointment.  A unanimous response was that the Judge has the right to appoint the 

clerk of his/her own choosing. 

    

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Supervisor’s report; 2
nd

 by 

Councilman Wood. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

ATTORNEY 

 

1. Attorney Fallati reported that the notices had been sent to all adjoining Towns and 

Counties regarding the final Public Hearing that is scheduled to be held on January 19
th

. 

 

Councilwoman Cooke inquired into the response from the Albany County Planning 

Board regarding the proposed Zoning Law. Attorney Fallati explained that the ACPB had 

made some minor suggestions and that those suggestions were provided to the 

neighboring municipalities as well. 
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A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Attorney’s report; 2
nd

 by 

Councilman Wood. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

 

1. Highway Superintendent Bates reported the new 2016 Western Star truck was 

delivered on December 23, 2015.  He reported that it was exactly what the Highway 

Department was hoping for and they are very happy to have it.  Superintendent Bates 

expects a 20-year service life and believes it was a very good investment and with a 

stainless body, it should provide many years of service to the Town. 

 

2. The new 1-ton dump truck is expected to be delivered on January 27
th

.  

 

3. Superintendent Bates asked for the Board’s approval to put truck #15 (1999 

International) and truck #9 (Ford 1-ton) on Auctions International.  He proposes a March 

8, 2016 closing date for the bids so that a vote by the Board may be taken at the Regular 

Meeting on March 10
th

.  Superintendent Bates expects an $8,000 to $10,000 return.  Also, 

there is no cost to place equipment on the site and the Town has the right to refuse any/all 

bids. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to allow Superintendent Bates to place the two 

trucks on the Auctions International website; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

4. Superintendent Bates received a Shared Service Agreement for Emergency Assistance 

from the New York State Department of Transportation.  Its purpose is to share 

equipment, personnel, and materials for any localized emergency; one that is absent of 

the Governor’s Emergency Declaration.  The State and the Municipality would agree to 

share services by providing a description and cost of services, materials, or equipment to 

be shared; the Provider’s employees shall remain under full supervision and control of 

the Provider; the parties shall remain fully responsible for their own employees for all 

matters, including but not limited to, salary, insurance, benefits, and Workers 

Compensation; if the borrowed machinery or equipment is damaged or otherwise needs 

repair arising out of or in connection with Recipient’s use, the Recipient shall be 

responsible for such repairs; and  the Municipality agrees to indemnify the State for any 

and all claims arising out of the Municipality’s acts or omissions under the Agreement. 

The terms of the agreement would be valid for one-year and would be renewed annually.  

 

Superintendent Bates met with the new Albany County Resident Engineer, Patrick 

Barnes.  Mr. Barnes explained that the purpose of the program is to have a means by 
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which to respond to needs.   It is an in-kind agreement where a dollar value is put on a 

service, and in return, the recipient of that service is required to perform a task of similar 

value.  No money is to be exchanged.   

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to authorize Superintendent Bates to sign 

the Shared Services Agreement for Emergency Assistance; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman 

Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

5.  Superintendent Bates requested the use of the Meeting Room for PESH training on 

January 21
st
.  Two requirements that will be addressed are 1. ‘lock-out-tag-out’ which is 

training on servicing equipment and identifying any hazards; and 2. ‘right-to-know’ law 

which deals with chemicals and toxins and how to identify them. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Highway Superintendent’s 

report, 2
nd

 by Councilman Wood. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

TOWN CLERK 

 

Town Clerk Kraker reported for the month of December as follows: 

Town Clerk Department – Total Collected $1,671.94 

Paid to the Supervisor - $1,422.53 - the breakdown is as follows: 

 Clerk Fees              $337.09 

 Recycling                             90.00   

 Dog Licenses                  101.00 

 Building Permits       849.44   

 Zoning                  20.00 

 Senior/Youth Bus Donation     25.00 

 Total            $1,422.53 

 

Fees paid to NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets for the ‘Animal Population 

Control Program’ aka ‘dog surcharge’:  $17.00 

Electronic sweep from the Town Clerk’s checking account for the NYS Department of 

Environmental Conservation - Sporting licenses: $232.41 

  

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Town Clerk’s report; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Cooke. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 
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CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR 

 

1. Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh reported one Home 

Addition, one New Home Construction, one Residential Repair, one Accessory Building, 

and one Solar Panel permit for the month of December. 

 

2. Officer Overbaugh reported that R.V. Permits were being mailed out for the upcoming 

season. 

 

3. More filing cabinets are needed for the Building Department. 

 

4. Officer Overbaugh notified the Board that they may need to address Commercial Solar 

power in the very near future.  He will bring information on this subject shortly.  Any 

additions/changes could be done as an addendum to the Zoning Law. 

 

Councilman Wood added that the Tri-Village Fire Department is scheduled to attend a 

training session on solar panel safety in Livingstonville and invited the other fire 

departments to attend. 

 

5. Extensive research has been done by Officer Overbaugh regarding the Town’s fee 

schedule.  This is another subject that should be addressed soon. 

 

 A motion was made by Councilman Wood to accept the Code Enforcement/Building 

Inspector’s report; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Cooke. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

ASSESSORS 

 

1. Assessor Kropp reported that the Assessor’s office has been processing exemptions 

and wanted to remind anyone that will be turning 65 years of age by December 31, 2016 

that they would be eligible for the Enhanced Star program. 

 

2. Assessor Kropp also reported that the Assessor’s office has been contacting all new 

residents of the Town and informing them of their potential exemptions. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Assessor’s report; 2
nd

 by 

Supervisor Lounsbury. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE 
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 1. Water/Sewer Treatment Officer Story reported that for the month of December, 

322,000 gallons of water was filtered (an average of 11,000 gallons/day); and 196,000 

gallons of sewage was pumped (an average of 6,329 gallons/day).  

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Water/Sewer Treatment 

Officer’s report; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Cooke.  

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

REFUSE/RECYCLING  

 

1. Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck reported the following for the month of December: 

 

 Rensselaer Iron & Steel:   3.73 tons 

 Tires:    25 

 City of Albany Landfill: 78.47 tons 

 Sierra Fibers:     7.14 tons – comingled 

       5.59 tons – old cardboard container 

 Oil:    49 gallons 

 

Councilman Wood wished to express his appreciation for the work that was done by 

Smith Welding & Fabrication on the container and the speed at which it was completed. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the Recycling Coordinator’s 

report; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

CURRENT EVENTS 

 

None 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. Supervisor Lounsbury reminded everyone that the final Public Hearing regarding the 

proposed Zoning Law will be held on January 19, 2016 at 7:00 PM. 

 

2. A deposit has been made to I.T.S. for the update on the server. 

 

3. Supervisor Lounsbury wished to clarify a few items that were uncertain at the 

Organizational Meeting as follows: 
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 Allyn Wright’s term on the Board of Ethics will run from 1/1/2016 through 

12/31/2020; 

 Bradley Chase’s term on the Board of Assessment Review began on 1/1/2015 and 

will run through 9/30/2019; therefore no appointment is necessary; and 

 The Highway Department’s wages are as follows: 

 

POSITION             PAID PER HOUR              PAID                                                

 

10/23/2015 – 04/22/2016 

    Foreman                   $19.27        Weekly 

 Truck Driver                18.47    Weekly 

 

04/23/2016 – 10/22/2016 

 Foreman   $19.45     Weekly 

 Truck Driver     18.65     Weekly 

 

10/23/2016 – 04/22/2017 

 Foreman   $19.64     Weekly 

 Truck Driver     18.84     Weekly 

 

   

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Town Clerk Kraker read the warrants for the Water and Sewer Districts for 2016. 

 

Authorization is needed to bill for the Water District in the amount of $46,172.00 and the 

Sewer District in the amount of $44,117.00. The billing year runs from January 1, 2016 

through December 31, 2016, with payments accepted up through November 1
st
. 

 

Supervisor Lounsbury made a motion to accept the warrants from the Town Clerk 

authorizing her to bill and collect for the Water District in the amount of $46,172.00 and 

the Sewer District for $44,117.00; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to authorize Supervisor Lounsbury to 

sign the Shared Services agreement with the Town of Westerlo regarding the use of the 

bus and car; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

3. Attorney Fallati read the Resolution which rescinds Local Law No. 3 of 2015 as 

follows: 
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RESOLUTION OF THE 

TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE 

TOWN BOARD 

 

 WHEREAS, on October 22, 2015, the Town Board adopted Local Law No. 3 of 

2015, which permitted the Town to override the limit in the increase in the Town’s 

assessment for Fiscal Year 2016 pursuant to Chapter 97 of the Laws of 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board has determined that it will not incorporate a tax 

increase into its Fiscal Year 2016 budget in excess of the tax cap; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board wishes to rescind Local law No. 3 of 2015; and 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the duly convened Town Board of 

the Town of Rensselaerville, Albany County, New York, ordains and enacts the attached 

Local Law No. 1 of 2016, which is incorporated herein. 

 

 By motion made by Valerie Lounsbury, and seconded by Marion Cooke, the 

foregoing resolution was adopted by a majority of the members of the Town Board of the 

Town of Rensselaerville on the 14
th

 day of January 2016 as follows: 

 

Valerie Lounsbury, Supervisor    Yes 

Marion Cooke, Councilwoman    Yes 

Margaret Sedlmeir, Councilwoman   Yes 

Gerald Wood, Councilman     Yes 

Councilman Kevin McGrath    Absent     

 

END RESOLUTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Law No. 1 of 2016 

 

A Local Law Overriding Local Law No. 3 of 2015 Relating to the Override of the Tax 

Levy Limit for Fiscal Year 2016 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville as follows: 
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Section 1.  Legislative Intent and Authority 

 

The Town Board adopted by resolution on October 22, 2015, Local Law No. 3 of 2015, 

which overrode the tax levy limit for Fiscal Year 2016, pursuant to Chapter 97 of the 

Laws of 2011 of New York State, incorporated in Section 3-c of the General Municipal 

Law, but the Town Board has determined that it will not incorporate a tax increase into 

its Fiscal Year 2016 budget in excess of the tax cap. 

 

Section 2. Rescission of Local Law No. 3 of 2015 

 

Pursuant to Section 3-c of the General Municipal Law, Local Law No. 3 of 2015 is 

hereby rescinded. 

 

Section 3. This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of 

State. 

 

END LOCAL LAW 

 

 

4. Supervisor Lounsbury is in receipt of the annual Dog Control Officer Inspection 

Report and Municipal Shelter Inspection Report. Everything is as is should be and Cheryl 

Baitsholts has been given a satisfactory grade. 

 

Councilwoman Cooke reported that Cheryl Baitsholts will begin her 20
th

 year as the 

Town’s Dog Control Officer. 

 

5. Supervisor Lounsbury announced that the Association of Town’s will be holding their 

annual conference February 14
th

 through the 17
th

.  Anyone who wishes to attend may do 

so, but at their own expense.  Information is available at the Town Clerk’s office. 

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS  
 

Robert Bolte inquired into whether there would be any discussion regarding the Board of 

Ethics and the issues that were raised at the Work Meeting, or if there would be an 

answer from the Board regarding his request to have co-chairs Diana Hinchcliff and 

Georgette Koenig removed. 

 

Supervisor Lounsbury responded that Attorney Fallati was contacted and that he will 

need some time to research the issues at hand.  She further explained that on August 20, 

2015 the Board of Ethics received any inquiry regarding the Town’s procurement policy.  

The inquiry was regarding the purchase of two items that were purchased by the Town 

from an individual who was sitting on the Town Board who would have the authority to 

approve the purchase.  The two items were a paper shredder for $250 and a patch roller 
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for $1200.  Both items were owned by then Councilman Robert Bolte.  Mr. Bolte placed 

a new motor in the patch roller and it was used extensively at the Bayard Elsbree 

Memorial Park by the Town Highway Department.  At that point, Mr. Bolte offered to 

sell the roller to the Town for $1200.  The roller has served the Town well and it has also 

been used by neighboring Towns.   

 

Attorney Fallati further explained that §801 of the General Municipal Law restricts the 

ability of certain Town officials and employees to enter into transactions with the Town. 

However there are a number of conditions and exceptions to the law.  Also, the law does 

not apply to any transactions under $750 per year.   

 

The Board was not aware of the law until recently. The Town went over the Procurement 

Policy by $200, but made the purchase in good faith.   A used roller would have run 

$2,400 – $4,000 and a new roller would have cost in the vicinity of $9,000. 

 

Further discussion ensued regarding the timeline, requests for vouchers, meeting dates, 

etc. 

 

Mr. Bolte asked if there were minutes of the Board of Ethics meeting on December 15, 

2015.  Supervisor Lounsbury had contacted Ms. Hinchcliff in that regard, but was 

informed that the minutes were not yet complete, but should be finished by the weekend. 

 

Mr. Bolte also inquired into how he could file an ethics complaint against the Board of 

Ethics. 

 

Councilman Wood recommends that the Board proceed to remove Diana Hinchcliff and 

Georgette Koenig. He feels that it is a personal issue and reading through the 

documentation provided, anyone could pick out who the individual was that the inquiry 

was directed at.  In addition, three members of the Ethics Board knew nothing from 

August 20
th

 until they were called upon for a meeting on December 15
th

. 

 

Marie Dermody, who was present at the December 15
th

 meeting, stated that there were 

other vouchers that were questioned besides the two mentioned.  The emphasis on the 

meeting was whether or not the procurement policy needed to be amended to further 

clarify the limits and exceptions that are in Municipal Law but did not make it into the 

Town’s law.   

   

Supervisor Lounsbury asked that these matters be tabled until the February meeting in 

order to give Attorney Fallati an opportunity to do some research.  She will not take any 

action until the Attorney has had the opportunity to make a recommendation and advise 

the Board.  
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2.  Investigator Mance gave a quick reminder to please look out after each other and 

especially the elderly during the winter season. 

 

3. Richard Tollner suggested that the Town Board consider an advertisement thanking the 

Rensselaerville Volunteer Ambulance for their donation and at the same time invite 

people of the community to serve with them; ‘to support those who support us’.  

Councilwoman Cooke will start by placing something in the newsletter. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to enter into Executive Session at 8:23 

PM for the purpose of discussing litigation; 2
nd

 by Councilman Wood. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to return from Executive Session at 8:46 PM; 

2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to adjourn the meeting at 8:46 PM; 2
nd

 

by Councilman Wood. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Absent (1) 

McGrath 

 

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 

 

Victoria H. Kraker 

Town Clerk 

 


