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MINUTES
OF
THE TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD
REGULAR MEETING
JULY 14, 2016
8:00 PM

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the
14" day of July 2016 at 8 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87
Barger Road, Medusa, NY. The meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury
and the roll was called with the following results:

PRESENT WERE: Attorney Tom Fallati
Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury
Councilman Robert Bolte
Councilwoman Margaret SedImeir
Councilman Gerald Wood
Councilwoman Marion Cooke
Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker

Also present were Highway Superintendent Randy Bates, Recycling Coordinator Jon
Whitbeck, Timothy Tulloch from the Altamont Enterprise, and two interested citizens.

AUDIENCE COMMENTS

1. Marie Dermody stated that she believes everyone can agree that what the minutes
reflect should be an accurate report of what transpired at the meeting. At the June 9™
meeting under CURRENT EVENTS, the last two sentences state “Almost everyone will
still be able to attend with the exception of the face-painter and Lloyd Potter. Richard
Tollner has offered to cover the music”. She stated that the only thing mentioned at the
meeting was the face painter and requested that portion that refers to Lloyd Potter and
Richard Tollner be removed from the official record.

MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the minutes of the June 7, 2016
Work Meeting; 2" by Councilman Bolte.
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0)

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to delay the approval of the June 9, 2016
Regular Meeting until the audio tape can be reviewed; 2" by Councilman Bolte.
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Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Bolte, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (1) Sedimeir

TRANSFERS

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to approve the following transfer:

From ‘Contingency’ A1990E 44999 to ‘Legal Fees’ A1420E 44043 in the amount of
$2,194.00 to cover legal fees related to the Communications Tower and Kropp lawsuits.
The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Cooke.

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, SedImeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0)

ABSTRACTS/VOUCHERS
General Fund $35,842.89
Highway Fund 83,823.89
Lighting District 632.32
Sewer Fund 152.77
Water Fund 1,084.35
T&A Fund 6,619.06

Total Abstracts $128,155.28
A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to pay all signed vouchers and bills; 2" by
Councilwoman Sedimeir.
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, SedImeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0)

CORRESPONDENCE

Supervisor Lounsbury read a letter from the Trinity Episcopal Church of Rensselaerville
requesting the use of the Senior/Youth bus and a volunteer driver for the Bible Day Camp
on August 26, 2016 from 10:15 am — 11:45 am. The bus would be used to transport the
children to the Town’s Recycling Center to meet with Jon Whitbeck and learn about his
job and then transport the children back to the Trinity Church. The children are learning
about caring for the environment and their neighbors.

Councilman Bolte volunteered to drive provided he is feeling well enough.
Councilwoman Cooke stated that her husband Kenny would be able to drive as the
alternative.

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to approve the use of the Senior/Youth bus on
August 26, 2016 to transport children from Trinity Church to and from the Recycling
Center at Town Hall. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Sedlmeir.

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0)

REPORTS
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SUPERVISOR

1. Supervisor Lounsbury announced that Assessor Jeffry Pine had completed his Ethics
re-certification for his current term in office.

2. Departmental Budget Requests for 2017 will be sent out shortly.

3. Supervisor Lounsbury reported that she has not had extra time this past month to work
on the fee schedule.

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to accept the Supervisor’s report; 2" by
Councilwoman Sedlmeir.
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0)

ATTORNEY

Attorney Fallati announced that a ruling was received from the Court in regards to the
Communications Tower litigation. The County had moved to dismiss the petition on a
number of grounds, one (not particular to the Town) was that one of the applicants was
not served with the petition properly. The Court denied that part of the motion to dismiss
and held that the petitioners would have additional time to serve the applicant. The Court
has held off ruling on the merits of the various arguments of the immunity issue and has
scheduled a conference for July 25, 2016.

Councilman Wood questioned Attorney Fallati whether the Town could recoup their
money contingent upon the outcome of the litigation. Attorney Fallati explained that the
County had drafted much of the argument - the motion to dismiss on the grounds of their
immunity - and therefore Tabner, Ryan, and Keniry have been able to be pretty efficient
thus far. Depending on the Court’s ruling, there may or may not be any more
proceedings and Attorney Fallati will take it from there.

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to accept the Attorney’s report; 2" by
Councilwoman Sedlmeir.
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0)

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

1. Superintendent Bates wished to express his feelings on the proposed cell tower stating
that he was hopeful that the issue will be resolved as he does not want to go through
another winter with a lack of communication. The Highway Department had been
working in Potter Hollow recently where radio effectiveness is non-existent; the men
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cannot talk to each other even when they can see each other. The ability to communicate
is desperately needed.

2. With funds received from the CHIP’s Program, 1 mile of moto-paving has been done
on Fish Road; and 4 miles of chip-sealing on Barger Road, Niles Road, and Fish Road as
well as the parking area in front of Town Hall.

3. The Highway Department awaits Cobleskill Stone Products for their in-place paving,
which is expected in approximately 2-3 weeks.

4. By piggy-backing onto the Albany County contract for in-place paving vs. the Town’s
bid price, Superintendent Bates was able to save approximately $20,000 which will allow
a portion of Miller Road (a contingency road) to have work done.

5. The Highway rented a reclaimer which has been used on Carr Road, Chase Lane,
Kenyon Road, Burkhart Road, and Jonesville Road; a total of 1.5 miles.

6. The Highway placed %2 mile of Top Course paving on Bryan Road.

7. Currently, the Highway Department is truing and leveling; a preparation for next
year’s resurfacing — either chip-sealing, moto-paving, or hot asphalt. For any of those
processes, the road must be prepared by truing and leveling, and putting slope and grade
back in. Thus far, truing and leveling have been performed on 2 miles of Cheese Hill
Road, %2 mile on Tanglewood Road, and approximately one-half of the 1.5 miles of Smith
Road.

8. Projecting into early August, Superintendent Bates estimates the Highway Department
will have completed 14 % miles of road.

Supervisor Lounsbury wished to thank Superintendent Bates and the Highway crew for
the awesome job they have been doing. She thanked Superintendent Bates for his efforts
and hard work planning so that everything comes together and commended him for the
amount of road mileage completed in a short amount of time and with the least amount of
expense possible.

9. The Highway Department will be using their newly acquired road-widener which was
purchased at auction. There are approximately 10 miles of road which need shoulders
put on due to the raising of the pavement.

10. In addition, the Highway Department will continue their mowing, ditching, and usual
activities.
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A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to accept the Highway Superintendent’s report,
2" by Councilwoman Sedlmeir.
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, SedImeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0)

TOWN CLERK

Town Clerk Kraker reported for the month of June as follows:
Town Clerk Department — Total Collected $872.90
Paid to the Supervisor - $664.96 - the breakdown is as follows:

Clerk Fees $ 68.56
Recycling 176.00
Dog Licenses 183.00
Building Permits 137.40
Kennel Boarding 100.00
Total $664.96

Fees paid to NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets for the ‘ Animal Population
Control Program’ aka ‘dog surcharge’: $39.00

Fees paid to NYS Department of Health for one Marriage License: $22.50

Electronic sweep from the Town Clerk’s checking account for the NYS Department of
Environmental Conservation - Sporting licenses: $146.44

Water Rents collected for the month totaled $1,077.66 which includes $18.52 in
penalties.

Sewer Rents collected for the month totaled $1,331.03 which includes $26.03 in
penalties.

A motion was made by Councilwoman SedImeir to accept the Town Clerk’s report; 2™
by Councilman Bolte.
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, SedImeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0)

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR

1. For the month of June, Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh
reported two Home Addition permits and a Commercial Repair permit for the Medusa
Fire House, which is exempt from fees.

2. Following through on Councilwoman Sedlmeir’s concern over several dilapidated and
fallen-down buildings throughout the Town, Code Enforcement Officer/Building
Inspector Overbaugh reported that he had sent a letter to the owners of the property of the
former Albany County Highway Department on Fox Creek Road. They have reported
that they would demolish the building and would like to put something back in its place,
perhaps a pre-fabricated shed.
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As for the pile of old wood on Smith’s Corners and also along County Route 360, with
the permission of the owner, the Medusa Volunteer Fire Company would execute a
controlled burn on both.

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to accept the Code Enforcement/Building
Inspector’s report; 2™ by Councilwoman Cooke.
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, SedImeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0)

ASSESSORS

1. Assessor Kropp reported that the Final Roll was completed by the deadline of July 1%

2. Although this is a slower time of year for the Assessor’s Office, they continue to
received calls and answer questions as they come in.

A motion was made by Councilwoman SedImeir to accept the Assessor’s report; 2" by
Councilman Bolte.
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0)

WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE

No report

REFUSE/RECYCLING

1. Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck reported the following for the month of June:

Rensselaer Iron & Steel: 5.91 tons

Tires: 55

City of Albany Landfill: 69.88 tons

Sierra Fibers: 5.13 tons comingled and 5.61tons old cardboard container
Oil: 16 gallons

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedimeir to accept the Recycling Coordinator’s
report; 2" by Councilman Bolte.
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, SedImeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0)

CURRENT EVENTS

Councilwoman SedImeir announced that the biennial Cakewalk to help support Conkling
Hall will be held on Sunday, July 17, 2016. At 12:30 there will be a potluck luncheon,
followed by an auction on homemade specialty cakes. A 12” Black Forest cake is being
donated by Hartmann’s Kaffeehaus in Round Top for the raffle.
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OLD BUSINESS

1. Supervisor Lounsbury announced that the Town Board conducted interviews of the
two applicants who had shown interest in filling the vacancy on the Board of Ethics.

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to appoint Douglas Lansing to the Board of
Ethics. The motion was seconded by Councilman Wood.
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, SedImeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0)

2. The deadline for anyone to submit their letter of interest for the vacancy on the
Planning Board is today, July 14, 2016. Two such letters have been received. Interviews
will be conducted by the Planning Board on August 4, 2016. Councilwoman Cooke and
Councilman Wood will attend the interviews.

NEW BUSINESS

1. The Water/Sewer Committee has made a recommendation to appoint John Rice, who
has received his certification as Water System Operator from the NYS Department of
Health, as the Water/Sewer Treatment Officer. Because Mr. Rice has been performing
the duties of the Treatment Officer since Doug Story’s resignation June 24, 2016, the
Committee has requested that Mr. Rice’s appointment be made retroactive to June 25",
Attorney Fallati will investigate this, but in the meantime, the Town Board would like to
go forward with the appointment and make any adjustments, if necessary, at a later point.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to appoint John Rice as the Water/Sewer
Treatment Officer, retroactive to June 25, 2016; 2nd by Councilman Bolte.
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0)

2. The Water/Sewer Committee has made a recommendation to appoint Gerritt Platel as
Deputy Water/Sewer Treatment Officer. He has performed these duties in the past.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to appoint Gerritt Platel as Deputy
Water/Sewer Treatment Officer; N by Councilwoman Sedimeir.
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0)

Councilwoman Cooke inquired into whether Gerritt Platel would be interested in
becoming certified and suggested that it may not be a bad idea to have another certified
individual on board. Supervisor Lounsbury also suggested it may be beneficial to have a
third person to assist with such things like raking the filter, if needed, on a per-diem
basis.
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AUDIENCE COMMENTS

None

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to adjourn the meeting at 8:39 PM; 2" by
Councilwoman Sedlmeir.
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, SedImeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0)

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,;

Victoria H. Kraker
Town Clerk



