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MINUTES 

OF  

THE TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD 

WORK MEETING  

JULY 12, 2016 

 

The Work Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 

12
th

 day of July 2016 at 7 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 

Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury 

and the roll was called with the following results: 

 

 PRESENT WERE: Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury 

    Councilman Robert Bolte 

    Councilwoman Marion Cooke 

    Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir  

    Councilman Gerald Wood 

    Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 

 

Also present were Highway Superintendent Randy Bates, Deputy Highway 

Superintendent David Potter and two interested citizens. 

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

 

None 

  

MINUTES 

 

Minutes to be accepted at the Regular Meeting on July 14, 2016: 

 

 June 7, 2016 – Work Meeting 

 June 9, 2016 – Regular Meeting 

   

TRANSFERS, VOUCHERS, AND BILLS 

 

Vouchers and bills will be addressed at the Regular meeting on Thursday. 

  

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

None 

 

HIGHWAY 
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1. Superintendent Bates announced that the Highway Department is in need of the roller, 

which is currently being rented from Abele, for approximately one more week.  Abele 

will extend the rental for an additional week for $450.00.     

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to authorize Superintendent Bates to rent 

the roller from Abele for an additional week at a cost of $450.00.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0)  

 

The status on the Town’s roller is that it has a broken crank shaft and will be warrantied 

and replaced with another engine.  

 

2. Superintendent Bates also reported that the Town won the bid for the road –widener 

and are planning on using it the week after next. 

 

3. Supervisor Lounsbury wished to thank Superintendent Bates and the Highway crew for 

the wonderful job they did restoring the parking area in front of Town Hall. 

 

REPORTS  
 

The regular reports from the Supervisor, Attorney, Highway Department, Town Clerk, 

Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector, Assessors, Water/Sewer Committee, and 

Recycling Center will be given at the Regular Meeting on Thursday. 

 

ERIN NEVINS 

 

Erin Nevins of Nevins Insurance Agency presented the Town with the renewal rates for 

the health insurance which will become effective September 1, 2016.  She reported that, 

as always, the replacement plan is not exactly the same, but very similar.  The renewal 

plan would incorporate a 2.8% increase over last year.   

 

Mrs. Nevins also provided information on CDPHP and Blue Shield for the purpose of 

comparison.  However, taking all variables into account, she recommended the Town 

stay with MVP.  David Potter, on behalf of the Highway Department, noted that overall 

the highway crew seemed to be very pleased with MVP.  

 

Mrs. Nevins reported that the Town has allotted $115,000 for the Health Reimbursement 

Account, but has only dispensed $36,000.  She explained that with a high-deductible plan 

and a Health Reimbursement Account, the goal is to use no more the 40-60% of what 

was allotted.  With only a few weeks to go until the renewal, the Town should be well 

under 50% for the year.   
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There was no increase in the dental premiums from Delta Dental and no increase in the 

vision premiums through Empire Blue Cross. 

 

Mrs. Nevins expects a 9% increase (approximately) on the Medicare Advantage plan for 

the retirees.   

 

OLD BUSINIESS 

 

1. Interviews for the Board of Ethics will be conducted later in the meeting. 

 

2. Supervisor Lounsbury announced that, thus far, one letter of interest was submitted for 

filling the vacancy on the Planning Board. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. The Water/Sewer Committee has made a recommendation to appoint John Rice as 

Water/Sewer Treatment Officer.  The Board will vote on this at the Regular Meeting. 

 

2. The Water/Sewer Committee has made a recommendation to appoint Gerritt Platel as 

Deputy Water/Sewer Treatment Officer.  The Board will vote on this on Thursday night 

as well. 

 

Supervisor Lounsbury announced that the Water/Sewer Committee is in the process of 

replacing the sand in the filter in hopes of improving the quality of the water.  They are 

currently looking into suppliers.  Chairman Delp had been given some suggestions on 

how to keep the water aerated which would help avoid the discoloration commonly 

experienced this time of year.   

 

Superintendent Bates noted that the two extra bags of sand which were stored at Town 

Hall would not be able to be moved to the filtering plant, as the nylon sheathing was too 

far deteriorated.  

 

3. The Town Board would like to postpone Thursday’s Regular Meeting to 8:00 PM so 

that members of the Board may attend the viewing hours of a local young man who lost 

his life in an automobile accident. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to postpone the meeting on Thursday, July 

14, 2016 to 8:00 PM; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0)  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to enter into Executive Session at 7:38 PM for 

the purpose of conducting interviews for filling the vacancy on the Board of Ethics.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilman Wood. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0)  

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to return from Executive Session at 7:59 PM; 

2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0)  

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

 

None 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

  

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 PM; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0)  

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 

 

 

Victoria H. Kraker 

Town Clerk 


