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MINUTES
OF
THE TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD
REGULAR MEETING
MAY 12, 2016

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the
12" day of May 2016 at 7 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87
Barger Road, Medusa, NY. The meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury
and the roll was called with the following results:

PRESENT WERE: Attorney Tom Fallati
Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury
Councilman Robert Bolte
Councilwoman Marion Cooke
Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker

ABSENT WERE: Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir
Councilman Gerald Wood

Also present were Albany County Legislator Christopher Smith, Highway Superintendent
Randy Bates, Recycling Coordinator Jon Whitbeck, ten interested citizens, and 32
various members of local fire departments and emergency services.

AUDIENCE COMMENTS

Marie Dermody wished to express her concern over the minutes of the Regular Meeting
held on April 14, 2016, regarding the omission of (verbatim*) the question/answer
exchange between Councilman Wood and Superintendent Bates in regards to the mowing
of the hay fields between the Ambulance building and Town Hall.

At the Regular Meeting on June 9, 2016, Mrs. Dermody requested that the word
‘verbatim’ be removed.

MEMBERS OF THE RURAL FIREMAN’S ASSOCIATION

Scott Duncan, President of the Rural Fireman’s Association, along with thirty-one other
members of local fire departments and emergency services came to express their
appreciation to the Town Board and Planning Board for their support of the
communications tower.

Supervisor Lounsbury read a letter submitted by Sheila A. Cooke as follows:
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Madam Supervisor:

It is with great and immediate concern that | write to you, the Town board and the entire
town regarding the placement of a cell service tower on Edwards Hill Road, Preston
Hollow for all townspeople to have cell service.

Both my husband and I have medical issues. This prompted us to have a life alert alarm
service installed in our home this past week. For our own safety and peace of mind for
our children and grandchildren. My husband has Parkinson’s disorder and most of the
time he is in a wheelchair or needs to use a walker to get around anywhere.

However, when the technician had installed the base system and basic call button
necklace, he found the other lifesaving components would not work because we do not
have cell service in Preston Hollow. Two of the components were the bathroom call
button (where 80% of falls occur) and the mobile component which is used away from
home or over 600’ from the base.

This prevents us from safely taking a simple walk around the park; having a meal at West
Winds; or taking a drive around our area or anywhere in the USA. As you know we need
to go nearly to Rensselaerville, Durham, or Middleburgh before we can get service.

This is not just our problem or concern, but the concern of all the town people who do not
have service. Cell service is not an entitlement for the few. In today’s world it is the
necessity for the health and safety of all.

We all benefit from today’s innovations and few of us would want to give up our modern
appliances or tools. They make life easier. We are able to accomplish more in less time,
efficiently and effectively than even 50 years ago. Thankfully, some time ago, someone

in Rensselaerville had the forethought and vision to erect a tower, knowing in the unseen
future it would have multiple uses.

Each village deserves the same consideration. Without today’s cell service, those who
have it are in essence and conscience responsible for the health and safety of those who
do not enjoy the cell service.

Sincerely and respectfully,
Sheila A. Cooke

End Letter

Supervisor Lounsbury indicated that Mrs. Cooke was the second resident who had
contacted her in this regard. She stated that the communications tower is very important,
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but more and more indicators point to the importance of cell service as well, especially
for the purpose of procuring medical assistance.

Supervisor Lounsbury wished to sincerely thank the representatives of the local fire
departments and emergency services for taking the time to come out to express their
appreciation for the Town’s support and the support of the Planning Board.

REBECCA PLATEL

Rebecca Platel from the Carey Institute wished to give an update on the Farm Brewery
project and the educational programs which surround it, and to thank the Town Board for
their support. The Farm Brewery was awarded grant funding two times from the Hudson
River Valley Greenway. The second time was with the support of local hilltown Boards.
The project is arriving at a close; the brewery is operational; education programs have
been held for the past 3 years and two new jobs have been created.

Councilwoman Cooke inquired whether anyone in the Town of Rensselaerville was
growing hops. Ms. Platel stated that Micah Kuhar had recently put in 200-300 plants.
Others in Berne are growing grains and the brewery is using all New York State grown
grains and hops.

MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the minutes of the April 12,
2016 — Work Meeting; 2" by Councilman Bolte.

Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Bolte, and Cooke; Nays (0); Absent (2) SedImeir
and Wood

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to approve the minutes of the April 14, 2016 —
Regular Meeting as written; 2™ by Councilwoman Cooke.

Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Bolte, and Cooke; Nays (0); Absent (2) Sedimeir
and Wood

TRANSFERS

A transfer is needed regarding the dry-hydrant in Medusa. Supervisor Lounsbury and
Superintendent Bates met with Albany County and a couple of their engineers
approximately 2-3 years ago. She was informed by Albany County at that time that
repairs to the stream banks would be extremely costly and there would be no guarantee
the work would hold up. There was no place to install a dry hydrant and the project was
never done. Supervisor Lounsbury has submitted all the paperwork to FEMA and has
been notified that the Town must pay back the $21,418 which was originally intended for
the project.
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A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to approve the transfer of $21,418.00 from
the FEMA Irene Fund to the General Fund for the purpose of returning the funds to
FEMA which were intended for the Medusa dry hydrant. The motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Cooke.

Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Bolte, and Cooke; Nays (0); Absent (2) SedIimeir
and Wood

ABSTRACTS/VOUCHERS
General Fund $42,356.37
Highway Fund 15,891.72
Lighting District 664.15
Sewer Fund 155.45
Water Fund 316.43
T&A Fund 753.02

Total Abstracts $60,137.14

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to pay all signed vouchers; 2™ by
Councilwoman Cooke.

Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Bolte, and Cooke; Nays (0); Absent (2) Sedimeir
and Wood

CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from Sheila Cooke was read earlier by Supervisor Lounsbury.
REPORTS

SUPERVISOR

1. Supervisor Lounsbury received a letter from Senator George Amedore regarding the
‘PAVE NY’ Program, which is a program designed to accelerate resurfacing projects
throughout the state. The Town will receive $181,446.40 from the CHIPs Program and,
in addition, will receive $41, 416.95 in funding under the PAVE-NY program.

2. The State auditor will be auditing 2015 through 2016.

3. Supervisor Lounsbury sent a thank-you to KB Enterprises for the generous donation of
mulch for the Veteran’s Ring of Honor and the flower beds.

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to accept the Supervisor’s report; 2" by
Councilwoman Cooke.
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Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Bolte, and Cooke; Nays (0); Absent (2) SedImeir
and Wood

ATTORNEY

Attorney Fallati will address the Board later in the meeting.

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

1. Superintendent Bates expressed his pleasure to see the support of the local fire
departments and emergency personnel and expressed his feelings on the urgency of the
communications tower. He noted that the Highway’s radio system works in conjunction
with the Albany County Sheriff’s dispatch and so they experience the same difficulties.
The Highway men are out on the roads alone and operate under the most severe
conditions. There are 7 operators and 7 plow trucks; in the dark of night, in the middle of
a snow storm, with mechanical breakdowns, and with no way to communicate.

2. The Highway has been working on drainage and patching and will be moving on to
paving and truing and leveling. Superintendent Bates performs the leveling on the roads
this year which he anticipates using CHIPs funding on next year. The Highway
Department will be working on Cheese Hill, Smith, Willsey, Tanglewood, Knowles, and
Arnold Roads as time and money allow.

3. Pending approval of the 2016 Town Highway Agreement, Superintendent Bates will
schedule the paving contactors to perform the work for late May and June. He expects
them to be very busy due to the lower cost of materials and the additional funding; he
expects that by August there will be no one available to do any additional work.

4. The PAVE-NY funding is part of the CHIPs program and is regulated in the same
manner.

5. To meet the requirements of thel0-year useful span of work used with CHIPs funding,
Superintendent Bates has been able to compile a list of years with the records he has been
able to find, where work had been done, but not exactly what was done. Some roads
which he feels need work, actually had work done on them in 2008/2009; therefore
nothing can be done on those roads yet. Superintendent Bates called the DOT CHIPs
representative to explain the situation and was granted the permission to go back 9 years
on CHIPs sealed roads and 8 years depending on the situation. With that in mind,
Superintendent Bates intends on performing preparation work on Smith Road in
anticipation on paving it next year. Smith Road is in severe disrepair and if nothing is
done this year, rather than re-surfacing it, it will be in need of reconstruction where the
cost is double.
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6. Superintendent Bates reviewed the 2016 Town Highway Agreement which reads as
follows:

Town of Rensselaerville
2016 Town Highway Agreement

This agreement made by the Town Highway Superintendent and the undersigned
members of the Town Board to be effective as of 5/12/16 through 5/11/17.

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 284 of the Highway Law, we agree that monies
levied and collected in the Town of Rensselaerville and received from the State of New
York as State Aid shall be expended for the repair and improvement of town highways as
follows:

General Repairs: The sum of $170,000.00 shall be set aside to be expended on primary
work and general repairs of Town Highways including culverts and bridges having a span
of less than five (5) feet.

Permanent Improvements: The sum of $229,342.69 shall be set aside to be expended on
permanent improvements of Town Highways as follows:

1. Hale Road: 1” compacted hot asphalt placed by Cobleskill Stone Products, 18 feet in
width beginning at McCulloch Cross Road for a distance of 3.0 miles and ending at
County Route 353 for a cost of $105,220.50

2. Peasley Road: 2” compacted hot asphalt placed by Cobleskill Stone Products, 18 feet
in width beginning at County Route 6 for a distance of .44 miles and ending at the Berne
town line for a cost of $30,896.25.

3. Fish Road: 2” compacted moto-pave with single chip seal placed by Peckham
Materials Corp., 18 feet in width beginning 1 mile from the Greene County line and
ending at the Greene County line for a cost of $58,924.64.

4. Niles Road: single chip seal placed by Peckham Materials Corp., 18 feet in width
beginning at County Route 352 for a distance of 1.93 miles and ending at the Greene
County line for a cost of $20,907.45.

5. Barger Road: single chip seal placed by Peckham Materials Corp., 18 feet in width for
a distance of 1.1 miles and ending at County Route 352 for a cost of $13,393.85.
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Alternate Road: Miller Road: 2” compacted hot asphalt placed by Cobleskill Stone
Products, 18 feet in width beginning at County Route 6 for a distance of .25 miles for a
cost of $17,610.86.

(Superintendent Bates noted that our bid price was $57.75/ton in-place; Albany County’s
in-place bid is $51.85. Albany County offers a different product but still satisfactory to
the Town’s needs. Going with Albany County’s bid would save approximately $10,000
which is money that could be used on the alternate, Miller Road.)

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to approve the 2016 Town Highway
Agreement; 2™ by Councilwoman Cooke.

Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Bolte, and Cooke; Nays (0); Absent (2) Sedimeir
and Wood

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Highway Superintendent’s
report, 2" by Councilman Bolte.

Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Bolte, and Cooke; Nays (0); Absent (2) Sedimeir
and Wood

TOWN CLERK

Town Clerk Kraker reported for the month of April as follows:
Town Clerk Department — Total Collected $1,802.50
Paid to the Supervisor - $1,107.04 - the breakdown is as follows:

Clerk Fees $ 93.54
Recycling 189.50
Dog Licenses 127.00
Building Permits 467.00
Zoning 230.00
Total $1,107.04

Fees paid to NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets for the ‘Animal Population
Control Program’ aka ‘dog surcharge’: $22.00

Electronic sweep from the Town Clerk’s checking account for the NYS Department of
Environmental Conservation - Sporting licenses: $673.46

Water Rents collected for the month totaled $1,062.42 which includes $10.52 in
penalties.

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to accept the Town Clerk’s report; 2™ by
Councilwoman Cooke.

Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Bolte, and Cooke; Nays (0); Absent (2) Sedimeir
and Wood
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CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR

1. Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh reported one deck permit;
one new commercial construction (weather station) permit; one accessory building
permit; one new home construction permit; and one residential repair permit for the
month of April.

2. Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh will be attending the Catskill
Creek Watershed conference next Thursday, May 19"

3. Improvements for records management continue to be a priority.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Code Enforcement/Building
Inspector’s report; 2™ by Councilman Bolte.

Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Bolte, and Cooke; Nays (0); Absent (2) Sedimeir
and Wood

ASSESSORS

1. Assessor Kropp reported that the Tentative Roll is complete and has been posted on the
Town’s website.

2. The Assessor’s Office welcomes questions and is preparing for Grievance Day.

3. The Assessor’s Office has not sent letters to those who applied for the STAR Program
and will now have to enter into the check program because they do not yet have the letter
with the correct wording from the State. Assessor Kropp will keep the Board apprised of
the progress.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Assessor’s report; 2" by
Councilman Bolte.

Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Bolte, and Cooke; Nays (0); Absent (2) SedImeir
and Wood

WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE

No Report

REFUSE/RECYCLING

1. Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck reported the following for the month of April:
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E-Waste: 1.85 tons

Rensselaer Iron & Steel: 7.64 tons

Tires: 46

City of Albany Landfill: 57.51 tons

Sierra Fibers: 5.41tons comingled and 5.13 tons old cardboard container
Oil: gallons 15

2. Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck received a request from a resident on Willsey Road
to address the issue and importance of breaking down their cardboard. Councilwoman
Cooke will place something in the Town of Rensselaerville Newsletter also.

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to accept the Recycling Coordinator’s report;
2" by Councilwoman Cooke.

Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Bolte, and Cooke; Nays (0); Absent (2) Sedimeir
and Wood

CURRENT EVENTS

1. Supervisor Lounsbury reminded everyone of the Town-Wide Picnic June 5" from 2-
4:30.

2. There will be an open-house at the Rensselaerville Fire House on June 12" from 2-4
PM in honor of Kate Baitsholts’ 95™ birthday.

OLD BUSINESS

1. The law firm Tabner, Ryan, and Keniry was asked to look into whether the
appointment of the Code Enforcement Officer’s spouse to the Planning Board presents a
conflict of interest. Attorney Fallati did not see how a conflict would arise, but noted that
If for some reason that member was placed in a conflict, the member could recuse
themselves. The purpose of the conflict of interest law is to provide fiscal checks and
balances in order to maintain public confidence in government. In this case, the checks
and balances would not be eroded by the appointment of Mrs. Overbaugh to the Planning
Board. The law office determined in an opinion that there was no conflict of interest and
therefore no conflict with the appointment.

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to appoint Maryanne Overbaugh to fill the
vacancy created by the resignation of Scott Kunkler on the Planning Board; 2™ by
Councilwoman Cooke.

Motion was not carried: Ayes (2) Lounsbury and Cooke; Nays (1) Bolte.

Attorney Fallati advised the Board by stating that without three affirmative votes from
the Town Board, the Board does not have a majority to approve the motion.
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Supervisor Lounsbury suggested a Special Meeting be set for the purpose of selecting a
member for the Planning Board.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to hold the Special Meeting concerning the
appointment of the Planning Board member on May 26, 2016 at 7:00 PM and to
authorize the Town Clerk to advertise it; 2™ by Councilman Bolte.

Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Bolte, and Cooke; Nays (0); Absent (2) SedImeir
and Wood

NEW BUSINESS

1. The Rauf Family Farm proposed a bid of $60.00 to be paid to the Town to cut, bale,
and remove the hay from the two fields between the Ambulance building and Town Hall.
Although a Non-Collusive Bidding Certificate was not included in Mr. Rauf’s original
bidding package, Attorney Fallati advised that case law states that the Town Board can
still accept a Non-Collusive Bidding Certificate as long as it is received before the Board
awards the bid. Mr. Rauf provided the notarized Certificate this afternoon.

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to accept the bid proposed by the Rauf
Family Farm for $60.00 and to accept the Non-Collusive Bidding Certificate; 2" by
Councilman Bolte.

Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Bolte, and Cooke; Nays (0); Absent (2) Sedimeir
and Wood

2. Superintendent Bates was approached by Adam from the Huyck Preserve and was
asked whether the Highway Department would consider paving the entrance to Lake
Myosotis. Superintendent Bates stated that the correct way to eliminate the issue of
slippage would be to pave the entrance which would cost approximately $600 not
including labor and machinery. When Pond Hill was resurfaced about 4 years ago, the
Highway Department added stone and crusher run and compacted it; similar to the
material that was already there. Due to the incline of the driveway, wheels spin and the
material erodes and it is difficult to get in and out of. Superintendent Bates would
consider paving it, however, it is not a Town highway and therefore deferred the decision
to the Town Board.

Discussion ensued between the Board members over the proposed project. The
consensus of the Board is that the driveway is private property and funds cannot be spent
on private property. Since no action will be taken, a motion is not required.

3. Regarding the abandonment of Clickman Road, Supervisor Lounsbury would like to

send a letter to the Town of Westerlo stating that the Town of Rensselaerville has no
interest in the abandonment.

10
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A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to authorize Supervisor Lounsbury to write
a letter to the Town of Westerlo supporting their action with regard to the abandonment
of Clickman Road; 2™ by Councilman Bolte.

Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Bolte, and Cooke; Nays (0); Absent (2) Sedimeir
and Wood

AUDIENCE COMMENTS

None

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 PM; 2" by
Councilwoman Cooke.

Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Bolte, and Cooke; Nays (0); Absent (2) Sedimeir
and Wood

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,;

Victoria H. Kraker
Town Clerk
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