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MINUTES 

OF  

THE TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD 

WORK MEETING  

MAY 10, 2016 

 

The Work Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 

10
th

 day of May 2016 at 7 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 

Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury 

and the roll was called with the following results: 

 

 PRESENT WERE: Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury 

    Councilman Robert Bolte 

    Councilwoman Marion Cooke 

    Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir  

    Councilman Gerald Wood 

    Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 

 

Also present were Highway Superintendent Randy Bates and two interested citizens. 

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

 

None 

  

MINUTES 

 

Minutes to be accepted at the Regular Meeting on May 12, 2016: 

 

 April 12, 2016 – Work Meeting 

 April 14, 2016 – Regular Meeting 

  

TRANSFERS, VOUCHERS, AND BILLS 

 

A transfer will need to be done regarding the dry-hydrant in Medusa. Supervisor 

Lounsbury and Superintendent Bates met with Albany County and a couple of their 

engineers.  The belief was that it would be too costly to repair the stream banks and there 

would be no guarantee the work would hold up.  There would be no place to put a dry 

hydrant and the project was never done.  All the information was submitted to FEMA; 

they have notified the Town that $21,418 must be reimbursed.  The dry-hydrant was the 

last of the FEMA projects. 

 

Vouchers and bills will also be addressed on Thursday. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Supervisor Lounsbury received a letter from Senator George Amedore regarding the 

‘PAVE NY’ Program, which is a program designed to accelerate resurfacing projects 

throughout the state.  This will give the Highway Department $41,416.95.  This will be in 

addition to the $181,446.40 in C.H.I.P.s funding.  The Highway Department will then 

have a total of $222,863.35 for the year.   

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT 

 

1. Superintendent Bates was approached by Adam from the Huyck Preserve and asked 

whether the Town could do something about the very steep entrance to Lake Myosotis.  

Superintendent Bates believes the only proper way to eliminate the problem of slippage is 

to pave the entrance which would cost approximately $600 in materials alone.  The Town 

Board will vote on whether or not to approve this project at the Regular meeting. 

 

2. Superintendent Bates presented the Board with the 2016 Town Highway Agreement.  

This will need approval at Thursday’s meeting.  He noted that this year’s prices for hot 

asphalt, being 20-22% lower, the Town will be able to have product placed at the job site 

for less than it had cost the Town to haul the material themselves in previous years.  This 

is a time-saver as well.  Superintendent Bates will also try to piggy-back onto the Albany 

County bid for in-place hot asphalt which is $3/ton less; another $8,000-$10,000 in 

savings.  Superintendent Bates would like to take this money to do as much of Miller 

Road as possible.  Contractors will be extremely busy with prices being so much lower, 

so it will be important to jump into the work as early as possible.  Superintendent Bates is 

looking to begin work the end of May – beginning of June. 

 

3. Work will also be started on Burkhart Road.  The pavement is so far gone, it will need 

to be ground up and re-surfaced with crusher run and calcium chloride.  Superintendent 

Bates would like to pave it next year. 

 

REPORTS  
 

The regular reports from the Supervisor, Attorney, Highway Department, Town Clerk, 

Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector, Assessors, and the Water/Sewer 

Committee will be given at the Regular Meeting on Thursday. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. Last week, two Town Board members went into Executive Session with the Planning 

Board regarding the appointment of a new Planning Board member.  The Town Board is 

comfortable going forward with an appointment at the Regular meeting on Thursday. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Supervisor Lounsbury opened the only bid for the mowing, baling, and removal of the 

hay from the fields between the Ambulance building and Town Hall from the Rauf 

Family Farm for $60.  Since there was no Non-Collusive Bidding Certificate included, 

Supervisor Lounsbury will contact the attorneys for the legalities of this issue. 

 

2. Supervisor Lounsbury received a letter from Aline Galgay, Attorney for the Town of 

Westerlo, regarding the abandonment of Clickman Road, a portion of which lies in the 

Town of Rensselaerville.  The Town of Westerlo would like to offer the Town an 

opportunity to review and offer comments on the requested abandonment.   

 

Superintendent Bates was aware of this and had already spoken to the Highway 

Superintendent in Westerlo.  Superintendent Bates has researched the Town’s records 

dating as far back as 1968 and has found no record of Clickman Road ever being a Town 

highway. There are earlier records, (with still no mention of Clickman Road), but the 

official list of highway descriptions from 1968 had been notarized.  It is the consensus of 

Superintendent Bates and the Board that the Town of Rensselaerville does not have any 

interest in the abandonment. Supervisor Lounsbury will check with the Attorney to see if 

sending a letter to the Town of Westerlo would be sufficient. 

 

TOWN BOARD COMMENTS 

 

1. Councilman Bolte wished to thank everyone for all their support, cards, food, and good 

wishes.  He stated he never knew he had so many friends; how remarkable people have 

been; and how it has all helped in his recovery.  He was especially thankful to all of those 

who have stepped up to help with the flowers on the Veteran’s Ring of Honor and flower 

gardens. 

 

2. Councilwoman Cooke stated that she called the State to follow up on the property tax 

refunds and was told that they are still in the process of sending out checks.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

  

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 PM; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Bolte, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0)  

 

 

RESPECTFULLLY SUBMITTED; 

 

Victoria H. Kraker 

Town Clerk 


