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MINUTES 

OF  

THE TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING  

OCTOBER 13, 2016 

7:00 PM 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 13
th

 

day of October 2016 at 7 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger 

Road, Medusa, NY.  The meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury and the roll 

was called with the following results: 

 

 PRESENT WERE: Attorney Thomas Fallati 

    Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury 

    Councilwoman Marion Cooke 

    Councilman John Dolce 

    Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir 

    Councilman Gerald Wood 

    Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 

  

Also present were Highway Superintendent Randy Bates, Recycling Coordinator Jon Whitbeck, 

Timothy Tulloch from the Altamont Enterprise, and two interested citizens. 

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS     

 

None 

 

MINUTES  
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the minutes of the September 6, 2016 

– Work Meeting; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0)***see 

correction in ‘Audience Comments’ section on page 9 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to approve the minutes of the September 8, 2016 – 

Regular Meeting; 2
nd

 by Councilman Dolce. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0)***see 

correction in ‘Audience Comments’ section on page 9 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to approve the minutes of the September 29, 2016 – 

Special Meeting to present the 2017 Tentative Budget and schedule budget workshop meetings. 
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The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Cooke. 

Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Abstains (1) Wood 

 

TRANSFERS 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the following transfers: 

From ‘Highway’ DA5110E 17221 to ‘Accrual Savings’ 2092 in the amount of $2,500.00; and 

From ‘FEMA Pearson Road Fund’ 3546 to ‘Highway’ 8506 in the amount of $2.59 to close out 

the bank account. 

The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Wood, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to amend the budget by increasing the ‘PAVE 

NY’ funding from $181,514.00 to $222,931.00; an increase of $41,416.95 in line item 

DA5112E 44077.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Wood, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

 

ABSTRACTS/VOUCHERS 

 

General Fund               $47,196.61 

Highway Fund              17,617.83 

Lighting District                 691.86   

Sewer Fund                   1,243.47 

Water Fund                          48.54    

T&A Fund         6,035.91 

Total Abstracts           $72,834.22 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to pay all signed vouchers and bills; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Cooke. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

CORRESPONDENCE   
 

1. Supervisor Lounsbury received a letter from the Trinity Episcopal Church thanking the Town 

for allowing the use of the Senior/Youth bus for their annual Bible Day Camp.  The bus 

transported the children to the Town’s Recycling Center where Jon Whitbeck, Recycling 

Coordinator, explained the operation of recycling.  The children were very excited and learned 

many things. 

 

2. A letter was received from Mary Pacey and reads as follows: 
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Dear Supervisor Lounsbury and Members of the Town Council, 

 

I am writing to ask for your support for a move to lower the speed limit in Preston Hollow.  As 

you may know, I wrote to the DOT last year including a petition from at least 38 other residents 

of Preston Hollow asking for a reduction in the speed limit from 40mph to 30mph.  I detailed the 

reasons we were making the request and I am including a copy of that letter for your review.  

Several months later the DOT responded that they had done a study and determined that the vast 

majority of motorists were exceeding the 40mph [speed limit](not a surprise to anyone who lives 

in Preston Hollow) and they recommended that enforcement be a first step.  I have been pleased 

to see that there does seem to be an increased presence of state troopers and recently witnessed 

them stopping a motorist right in front of my house and ticketing them for exceeding the 40mph 

speed limit.  I had a chance to speak briefly with the state trooper who informed me that he is 

regularly patrolling Preston and Potter Hollow and said that speeding is a real problem in the 

area.  He also agreed with me that 40mph is excessive for Preston Hollow as it is the main street 

of town and a very narrow street at that, with houses very close to the road.  Reducing the speed 

limit to bring it in line with some other towns, such as Middleburgh, would not only improve 

safety but also quality of life in Preston Hollow.  There are huge tractor trailer trucks traveling 

through town and at 40mph they particularly pose a threat to safety and they are very noisy as 

well. 

 

Assemblyman Peter Lopez has also written to you, in response to my communication with his 

office.  I believe that if the Town Council would support this move, we could really accomplish 

it.  It is a very reasonable request. 

 

One further issue I wanted to raise stems from the DOT response.  They mention that sidewalks 

in Preston Hollow would be an issue to consider when capital projects are undertaken in town.  I 

am wondering if this is not exactly what is going on right now with construction/replacement of 

bridges in town.  It seems like an opportunity to accomplish some much needed infrastructure in 

town including sidewalks so that people can safely walk to church or the town park.  I know that 

a solution to this is not without challenges but I am confident, particularly if the Town Council 

will be proactive and get behind the idea, that it could be worked out.  My understanding is that 

additionally there are drainage issues in the street in the middle of the upper part of town and 

this could be addressed by the DOT at this same time. 

 

I am requesting that these issues be raised and discussed at the next board meeting.  I am hoping 

that we can all work together to improve life for all in Preston Hollow. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mary Pacey 

 

END LETTER 
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Supervisor Lounsbury stated that this subject has been discussed in the past.  She noted that 

other hamlet areas along State Route 145, including East Durham and Livingstonville, for 

example, are posted for 40mph.  Councilwoman Cooke suggested writing a letter to the DOT.  

Even though a letter has already been written, she felt it wouldn’t hurt to try especially if the 

letter was written by the Town.  Supervisor Lounsbury will draft a letter for approval at the next 

Town Board meeting. 

 

As far as the sidewalks are concerned, new sidewalks would have to be ADA (Americans with 

Disabilities Act) compliant.  Supervisor Lounsbury suggested working with DOT to repair the 

existing sidewalks.  Highway Superintendent Bates noted that he has contacted the DOT and 

they have no intention of repairing any sidewalk; that it is the responsibility of the Town to 

maintain them. Any work that the highway department does on a sidewalk would require a 

permit from DOT, and they will not issue a permit unless the plans were ADA compliant.  The 

Town would have to hire an engineer to fashion a drawing of what the Town’s intentions were, 

before any permit would be issued.  The actual work would be the easiest part. 

 

Councilwoman Cooke questioned if a Sidewalk District would have to be created.  Attorney 

Fallati will look into it. 

 

REPORTS 

 

SUPERVISOR 

 

1. Supervisor Lounsbury reported that the State Comptroller’s Office had performed a claims 

audit and review of the retirement.  She was pleased to announce that outside of a few minor 

issues, they had no written recommendations.  The auditor and his supervisor both said that was 

as good as it gets from the Comptroller’s Office.  

 

Supervisor Lounsbury thanked all of the staff: the Highway Department, Assessors, Town 

Clerk’s Office, Transfer Station, Justices for making sure the I’s were dotted and the T’s were 

crossed.  She also thanked the Town Board members for being so conscientious with the 

vouchers and bills.  The auditor stated that the claims which were audited and approved by the 

Board before payment contained adequate supporting documentation and were for proper Town 

purposes.  They commended the Town officials for establishing and implementing proper 

procedures for auditing claims.   

 

2. Supervisor Lounsbury reported that the Board continues to work on the budget. 

 

3. In order for the W-2s and 1099s to be printed, an upgrade to the MUNIS system will have to 

be performed.  This upgrade is expected to be completed within the next couple of weeks. 
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A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Supervisor’s report; 2
nd

 by 

Councilman Wood. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

ATTORNEY 

 

1. Attorney Fallati reported on the Communications Tower litigation.  Tabner, Ryan, and Kinery 

along with the County, submitted its answering papers to the petition challenging the approval 

of the Tower.  The petitioners have until tomorrow to submit their reply papers.  At that point 

the briefing will be complete and the matter will be before the Judge for a decision. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Attorney’s report; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

 

1. Superintendent Bates reported that the Highway Department has completed its blacktop work.  

The Highway placed 2,025 tons of blacktop with the Town’s paver.  Performing the work in this 

manner, as opposed to hiring an outside contractor, resulted in a $16,000 savings.  

Superintendent Bates estimated that the paver has saved the Town around $85,000 so far. 

 

2. Even though Gulf Road Extension is a seasonal road, it still must be maintained.  New 

culverts have been installed and shale has been placed down. 

 

3. The Highway will continue drainage work and will begin putting equipment away for the 

season.  Preparations for the upcoming winter are also underway.   

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to accept the Highway Superintendent’s report, 2
nd

 

by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

TOWN CLERK 

 

Town Clerk Kraker reported for the month of September as follows: 

Town Clerk Department – Total Collected $4,113.10 

Paid to the Supervisor - $860.40 - the breakdown is as follows: 

 Clerk Fees               $ 294.30 

 Recycling                               22.50 

 Dog Licenses                    150.00 

 Building Permits       183.60 

 Zoning                                                210.00         

 Total                $ 860.40 
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Fees paid to NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets for the ‘Animal Population Control 

Program’ aka ‘dog surcharge’:  $24.00 

Fees paid to NYS Department of Health for Marriage Licenses: $45.00 

Electronic sweep from the Town Clerk’s checking account for the NYS Department of 

Environmental Conservation - Sporting licenses: $3,183.70 

Water Rents collected for the month totaled $508.44; no penalties; 

Sewer Rents collected for the month totaled $0.00 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to accept the Town Clerk’s report; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR 

 

1. Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh reported one Accessory Building 

permit; one Solar Panel permit; one New Home Construction permit (renewal); and one 

Woodstove permit. 

 

2. Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh will be attending a 6-hour class in 

Kingston next week.  He is required to have 24 credits per year and will have 25 after attending 

the class.  He also may take some on-line courses between now and the end of the year. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Code Enforcement/Building 

Inspector’s report; 2
nd

 by Councilman Dolce. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

ASSESSORS 

 

1. Assessor Pine announced that the Assessor’s Office continues to answer questions, most of 

which are arising due to changes in the STAR program. 

 

2. Assessor Pine received an email from the State announcing that the tax-freeze checks will be 

starting within the next week or so.   

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Assessor’s report; 2
nd

 by 

Councilman Wood. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE 

  

No report 
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REFUSE/RECYCLING  

 

1. Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck reported the following for the month of September: 

 

 Rensselaer Iron & Steel: 2.8 tons 

 Tires: 15 

 City of Albany Landfill:  67.31 tons 

 Sierra Fibers: 6.51 tons comingled and 5.47 tons old cardboard container 

 Oil:  35 gallons  

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Recycling Coordinator’s report; 

2
nd

 by Councilman Dolce. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

CURRENT EVENTS 

 

1. Councilwoman Sedlmeir announced a Piano Concert at Conkling Hall this coming Saturday 

at 7:30 PM.  Refreshments will be served. 

 

2. Town Clerk Kraker was asked to announce an Art Exhibition and Auction at St. John’s RC 

Church on October 22, 2016 beginning at 6 PM.  There will be wine and cheese, Hors 

D’oeuvres, cake and coffee, and a 50/50 raffle. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. Attorney Fallati informed everyone that even though proposed Local Law No. 3 is just a 

procedural change, an Environmental Assessment is still required.  The Environmental 

Assessment Form has been submitted and will be reviewed and discussed at the next meeting.  

A resolution will be prepared and the Local Law may be adopted.  Also, by the next meeting in 

November, the Town should have received the recommendation of the Albany County Planning 

Board. 

 

2. Councilman Wood and Councilman Dolce have been working on obtaining specifications for 

the installation of a generator for Town Hall.  Councilman Wood reported that they met with 

one electrician who pointed a few things out, i.e. the size of the generator and the transfer 

switch.  Central Hudson will need to come out to look at the pole to see what recommendations 

they have as far as placing the Town Hall and the Recycling Center on one system.  Councilman 

Dolce noted that the meter and generator’s transfer box would all be in one location. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Attorney Fallati read the Resolution for the Tax Cap Override as follows: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE 

TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE 

TOWN BOARD 

 

 WHEREAS, Chapter 97 of the Laws of 2011 of New York State established a ‘tax cap’ 

that generally limits the increase in the Town’s assessment for Fiscal Year 2017; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the tax cap statute permits a local government to override the limit for the 

upcoming fiscal year through adoption of a local law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board has determined that it may be necessary to adopt a budget 

for Fiscal Year 2017 that incorporates a tax increase in excess of the tax cap; 

  

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the duly convened Town Board of the 

Town of Rensselaerville that pursuant to the Municipal Home Rule Law and the General 

Municipal Law, a public hearing shall be conducted at the Town Hall on October 25, 2016 at 

6:45 PM on the attached proposed Local Law, and notice of the time and place of such hearing 

shall be published on or before October 20, 2016 in a newspaper circulating in the Town. 

 

 By motion made by Valerie Lounsbury, and seconded by Margaret Sedlmeir, the 

foregoing resolution was adopted by a majority of the members of the Town Board of the Town 

of Rensselaerville on the 13
th

 day of October, 2016 as follows: 

 

  Supervisor Lounsbury  Yes 

  Councilwoman Cooke Yes 

  Councilman Dolce  Yes 

  Councilwoman Sedlmeir Yes 

  Councilman Wood  Yes 

 

END RESOLUTION 

 

 

Proposed  

Local Law No. 4 of 2016 

 

A Local Law Overriding the Real Property Tax Levy Limit for Fiscal Year 2017 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville as follows: 
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Section 1. Legislative Authority:  Chapter 97 of the laws of 2011 of New York State, 

incorporated in Section 3-c of the General Municipal Law, established a ‘tax cap’ that generally 

limits the amount of a municipality’s real property tax levy for the upcoming fiscal year 

according to a formula set out in the statute, but the statute also authorizes local governments, 

pursuant to General Municipal Law Section 3-c(5), to override the tax levy limit for the 

upcoming fiscal year. 

 

Section 2. Override of Tax Levy Limit for Fiscal Year 2017:  The real property tax levy limit set 

out in Section 3-c of the General Municipal Law is overridden, pursuant to New York General 

Municipal Law Section 3-c(5), for Fiscal Year 2017, and the Town may adopt a budget for 

Fiscal Year 2017 that incorporates a real property tax increase in excess of the otherwise 

applicable tax levy limit. 

 

Section 3.  This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 

 

2. Attorney Fallati has been contacted by the Huyck Preserve regarding the dam.  The Preserve 

has questions about issues that have come in DEC inspections which DEC is requesting 

responses to.  They would like to set up a meeting with the Town to discuss these issues.  

Supervisor Lounsbury would like the Water/Sewer Committee to attend the meeting as well.  

She has proposed a couple of different dates and will see which one works best for everyone. 

 

3. The date for the Public Hearing on the Preliminary Budget will be set at the October 25
th

 

Budget Workshop meeting.  A tentative date was set for November 9, 2016 at 7:00 PM. 

 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS  
 

1. Marie Dermody pointed out that Councilman Dolce was not a seated member of the Board at 

the Work Meeting on September 6
th

 or at the Regular Meeting on September 8
th

. Therefore, he 

should not be allowed to vote or make a motion to second either one.  

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to rescind approval of the minutes of the Work 

Meeting on September 6, 2016; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the minutes of the Work Meeting on 

September 6, 2016; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Abstains (1) Dolce 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to rescind the approval of the minutes of the Regular 

Meeting on September 8, 2016; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Cooke. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Abstains (1) Dolce 
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A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting on 

September 8, 2016; 2
nd

 by Councilman Wood. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Abstains (1) Dolce 

 

2. Mrs. Dermody also asked Councilman Wood if the Town would be getting written 

recommendations/specifications regarding the generator.  Councilman Wood explained that 

having the first electrician at Town Hall was simply a preliminary stage.  Councilman Dolce 

further stated that what was being done now was to get an idea on the general process and to get 

Central Hudson in for their recommendations.  Going forward, written recommendations and 

specifications would be the next step.  

 

3. Mrs. Dermody inquired as to when the Water/Sewer Committee might be reporting at the 

Regular meetings as it has been quite some time since a report has been given.  Supervisor 

Lounsbury responded that the Operator has been under-par for the last couple of months. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to adjourn the meeting at 7:56 PM; 2
nd

 by 

Councilman Dolce. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 

 

Victoria H. Kraker 

Town Clerk 

 


