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MINUTES 

OF  

THE TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD 

PUBLIC HEARING  

PROPOSED ZONING LAW 

JANUARY 19, 2016 

 

The Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville held a Public Hearing on the 19
th

 

day of January 19, 2016 at 7 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town 

Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The meeting was convened by Supervisor 

Lounsbury and the roll was called with the following results: 

 

 PRESENT WERE: Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury 

    Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir 

    Councilman Gerald Wood 

    Councilwoman Marion Cooke 

    Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 

 ABSENT WAS: Councilman Kevin McGrath 

 

Also present were Code Enforcement Officer Mark Overbaugh, Zoning Board of 

Appeals Chairman John Mormile and five interested citizens. 

 

The purpose of the Public Hearing was to hear public comments on the proposed 

Zoning Law. 

 

Supervisor Lounsbury turned the hearing over to Attorney Tom Fallati. 

 

Attorney Fallati reiterated the process that the Board has been through with respect 

to the proposed zoning law up to this point. 

 

Attorney Fallati read from the Albany County Planning Board Recommendations 

as follows: 

 A proposed amended zoning law for the town, which largely constitutes a 

recodification of the existing zoning law last revised in October 2002.  Changes 

include: definitions of different types of day care facilities and clarification of 

heavy industry; changes to bed and breakfast capacity; expanded language under 

“General Standards” for erosion and sedimentation control and under “Standards 

for Special Uses” to include telecommunication towers, non-commercial wind 

facilities, and farm breweries.  A new zoning map is proposed that most notably 

adds a zoning area around Crystal Lake with the purpose of prohibiting additional 

undersized lots and deletes a water resource protection area that was previously 

mapped around various streams in the town to regulate setbacks from certain uses.  



2016 PUBLIC HEARING- PROPOSED  ZONING 011916 

FINAL 

 2 

The new amended zoning does add language for farmland and wetland buffers and 

prohibits development on steep slopes (15%+).  Reference to county planning 

referral under NYS GML 239 is included as well. 

ACPB Recommendation:  Modify local approval to include 

 1. In section 5B of the code under Special regulations for certain Districts 

where the NYS agricultural market law is referenced the town should also 

reference County Agricultural District #2 which is the specific state certified 

district for the town.  Also the County Right to Farm Law (2007) should be 

referenced within this section.  Under Article IX, Special Use Permits, section 4; 

the same reference to the County Agricultural District should be included.  

Residents and property owners should be aware of the local county connection 

between town code regulations and NYS Agricultural Market Law.  

(Attorney Fallati stated that he concurs with the above recommendations; they are 

cross-references and not substantive amendments that would require re-noticing.  

If the Board was inclined, they could be in included in the law.) 

 2. Notification of the proposed zoning code amendment should be given to 

all adjacent municipalities (which has been done). 

 

Advisory Note: The zoning map should be drawn and presented more clearly.  The 

current shading and lines between zoning districts is not clear.  The map does not 

scan or copy well.  (Attorney Fallati noted that this is something that could be 

done: it is not a legal recommendation.) 

 

This concludes recommendations from the Albany County Planning Board. 

 

Attorney Fallati read the written comments submitted by Kathryn Sikule as 

follows: 

 

January 19, 2016 

 

Dear Town Board Members of the Town of Rensselaerville, 

 

I am writing in regard to the proposed new zoning ordinance and respectfully 

submit these comments, concerns and suggestions to be heard and discussed at 

your public hearing on Jan. 19, 2016. 

 

I have taken the time to review the 100 page + document provided online and as a 

longtime town resident, taxpayer and concerned citizen who cares about the future 

of our town, I would like to note the following in hopes that they can be 

researched further and text regarding them can be incorporated into the new 

ordinance. 
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 The ordinance includes information about wind and drilling but there 

is no reference to solar.  The benefits of solar energy are well known 

and the current solar market has increased with an influx of solar 

installations in our town.  That is good news for renewables thus 

reducing our reliance on oil and saving town residents money on 

their energy bills.  Unfortunately, not all solar installation companies 

are reputable and I have seen solar installations on houses in our 

town where trees prevent the sun from allowing them to work 

properly.  The town can have a positive influence on promoting safe 

and reliable installations that serve residents well.  Some town and 

cities train their code enforcement officer on the basics of proper 

solar installation and require permits prior to installation.  Others 

have strict laws that slow down the installation process instead of 

speeding it up. I suggest our town review some options and include 

some information regarding solar installations in the new zoning 

laws.  Community solar and solar farms should also be addressed 

and allowed where applicable.  Additionally, the town could also 

distribute online links to the best practices documents coming out 

soon by the Interstate Renewable Energy Council on the town’s 

website to help town residents make better decisions with regard to 

solar installations. 

 The tiny house market is booming.  The small houses are being built 

on wheels with compositing toilets and solar panels to power them.  

They have a quiet footprint on our land and could be used and placed 

seasonally.  The current zoning discusses RVs and having more than 

a few is considered a campground.  Tiny houses on the other hand 

could be distributed throughout large plots of land with little impact 

on the development of the land. I recommend that the town welcome 

“tiny houses” by including a provision for them in the new zoning 

ordinance. 

 Large residential buildings sited near water (streams, lakes and 

wetlands) are not allowed in our town yet a barn can be constructed 

next to a stream and farm animals, by the nature of their proximity to 

a water source will defecate into the stream and the zoning doesn’t 

prevent it.  To protect our watershed and our wetlands, I highly 

recommend preventing agricultural buildings to be built near 

flowing water sources without proper setbacks and water protection.  

It is too late to save Sikule pond from vegetation growth that has 

been caused in part by agricultural practices like this but new zoning 

might help to protect other ponds and wetlands in our town. 

 Noise in our hamlets.  It is my hope that the draft noise ordinance 

found on the town’s website or something similar will be included in 

the new zoning ordinance.  There is a time and place for ATV 



2016 PUBLIC HEARING- PROPOSED  ZONING 011916 

FINAL 

 4 

racetrack like activity in our town but not in our hamlets as loud 

noises do not foster community unity and peace. 

 

In closing, I would have liked to present these items of concern in person but a 

work scheduling conflict has prevented me from doing so.  I welcome the 

opportunity to discuss any of them further with the board and/or other town 

officials.  I am also willing to volunteer time to help research further and draft text 

for these additions if it would be helpful to town representatives to have my 

assistance.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kathryn Sikule 

 

End Letter 

 

Attorney Fallati stated that his observations were that the first two comments were 

recommendations on things that could be had and not comments on the existing 

law; they are something the Board could consider.   

The placement of agricultural building is a comment on the existing law and is 

something for the Board’s consideration and would require an amendment to the 

existing draft. 

The draft noise ordinance has been discussed and does not need to be included in 

the zoning law, but rather passed as a separate stand-alone law. 

 

Attorney Fallati opened the floor for public comment. 

 

Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Mark Overbaugh mentioned, in 

response to Ms. Sikule’s letter, that the suggestion to address solar was already 

presented by him at the Regular Board meeting in January. Attorney Fallati stated 

that, if the Board was so inclined, solar could be incorporated into the existing 

zoning law or could be an amendment to it.  Supervisor Lounsbury and the Board, 

as well as Officer Overbaugh, are inclined to address solar as an amendment to the 

zoning law after the new zoning law is adopted.   

 

Officer Overbaugh stated that “tiny houses” are not approved by the Board of 

Health.  Travis Smigel inquired as to whether they would be considered a mobile 

home or an RV; Officer Overbaugh stated that they are in a class of their own.  

 

Marie Dermody inquired as to whether the version of the proposed zoning law that 

is on the Town’s website was the most recent version.  Supervisor Lounsbury 

stated that the September 10, 2015 is the most recent version. 
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A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to close the Public Hearing at 7:20 

PM; 2
nd

 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir.  

Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0; Absent 

(1) McGrath 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Sedlmeir to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 PM; 

2
nd

 by Councilman Wood. 

Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Sedlmeir, Wood, and Cooke; Nays (0; Absent 

(1) McGrath 

  

 

RESPECTFULLLY SUBMITTED; 

 

Victoria H. Kraker 

Town Clerk 


