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MINUTES 

OF  

THE TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE  

BUDGET WORKSHOP 

OCTOBER 11, 2016 

 

The Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville held a Budget Workshop Meeting on the 11
th

 

day of October 2016 immediately following the Work Meeting at the Rensselaerville Town 

Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie 

Lounsbury and the roll was called with the following results: 

 

PRESENT WERE:  Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury 

    Councilwoman Marion Cooke 

    Councilman John Dolce 

    Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir 

    Councilman Gerald Wood 

    Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 

    

Also present was one interested citizen. 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to begin the review of the 2017 Tentative Budget. 

 

1. The Board went through the Tentative Budget line-by-line.  Most items will remain the same, 

or about the same, from 2016 to 2017.  Highlights of significant changes are listed as follows: 

 

 The Justices have requested a $500 raise ($1,000 total).  Discussion ensued and it was 

decided not to grant the judges request for a raise.  

 

The Justices have also requested a decrease in their ‘computer supplies’ line item from 

$2,056 to $1,540.  Also of significance was a request to decrease the ‘travel mileage’ 

from $500 to $250 and to decrease ‘conferences’ from $1,100 to $150 (due to both judges 

now being certified). 

 

 Under ‘Supervisor’, the line item titled ‘audit fees’ will be able to be reduced from 

$25,000 to $15,000.  Also, Supervisor Lounsbury will be in contact with MUNIS in an 

effort to have their ‘fees for services’ reduced; it is currently at $25,000/year.  

 

 The Assessors requested a raise of $200 each.  After further discussions, it was decided to 

grant the $200 raise. 

 

 The Assessors have also requested an additional work station for a cost of $1,000.  I.T.S.   

 estimated the cost would be closer to $1,400.  The request was granted. 
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 In addition, the Assessors requested that the ‘travel mileage’ line item be reduced by 

 $100 and ‘taxes and assessment’ be reduced by $350.  Supervisor Lounsbury will speak 

 to Donna Kropp, Assessor Chair, regarding lowering the ‘misc. contractual’ line item as 

 well.  

 

 The Town Clerk requested that a new tax software program be installed which would 

allow the property taxes to be viewed on-line.  The initial cost would be $1,700.  

Discussion ensued and it was decided to table the subject.   

 

The Town Clerk’s ‘taxes and assessment’ line item can be reduced by $600. 

 

 Supervisor Lounsbury wished to increase the ‘legal fees’ line item based on the 

Communications Tower litigation and the pending litigation relating to the Assessor’s 

Office. The Board felt it should be increased from $1,500 to $3,500.  

  

 Of significance under Buildings, the ‘office supplies’ line item can be decreased by 

$2,000. The ‘telephone’ line item will be reduced by $500.  ‘Insurance’ has been 

increased by $5,250.  ‘Computer Fees’ will be reduced by $2,500; and ‘misc. contractual’ 

increased by $1,000. 

 

 Under Dog Control, after a few minor changes, the total department will be lowered by 

$250. 

 

 Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer Mark Overbaugh requested that the $3,276 

be left in the budget to cover him being his own clerk. 

 

 A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to go into Executive Session at 8:48 PM 

 to discuss the line item relating to the Building/Zoning Inspector’s clerk fees/personnel. 

 The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Cooke. 

 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

 A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to return from Executive Session  at 8:57 

 PM; 2
nd

 by Councilman Dolce. 

 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

 Supervisor Lounsbury would like to increase the ‘clerk’ line item under ‘Safety 

 Inspection’ to $6,555.  The ‘computer equipment’ line item will be increased to $1,400 to 

 cover computer replacements. 

 

 The Albany County Paramedics line has increased to $54,500 from $53,477. 
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 The Medusa Park requested a $250 increase in the line item for ‘mowing’.  There will be 

a decrease of $250 in the line item for ‘misc. contractual’. 

*There will also be a decrease of $500 in the ‘specialty equipment line’. 

 

 For the Rensselaerville Park, line item ‘specialty equipment’ will be reduced by $1,000 

and the line item ‘misc. contractual’ will be increased by $1,000. 

 

 Under ‘Refuse & Recycling’ the ‘substitute’ line item will be increased by $290 and the 

‘misc. contractual’ will be increased by $1,500 to cover repairs on the containers. 

 

 The Rensselaerville Cemetery requested a $2,600 increased which was denied.  The 

Potter Hollow requested a $150 increase which was granted. 

 

 Social Security will be increased by $230 and Workers Comp will be increased by $990. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to adjourn the meeting at 9:26 PM; 2
nd

 by 

Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 

 

 

Victoria H. Kraker 

Town Clerk 

 

*** As amended: the last sentence was added at the Regular Meeting on November 10, 2016. 

 

 


