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Town Refuse/Recycling Center Guidelines

We are attempting once again to increase revenues from our
transfer station. We can help in making next year more efficient and
productive.

Jon Whitbeck has asked for our help in completing the tasks
listed belowr:

Please break down the cardboard boxes and flatten the cardboard
so more can go in the container.

The flatter it is the more we fill in and we get a premium because
it is flat (we get paid by weight and configuration).

Please step on and flatten gallon plastic jugs because we will get
more in that bin and therefore greater revenues.

Please put all metal in the metal container which keeps the
weight down ( as does separating all glass, plastic, paperetc.) in the
garbage bin which we pay for by weight. We also get paid for the metal
etc. so let’s maximize that payment.

Please put the refundables in the separate container in front of
the bin. The proceeds, which we want to maximize, will go to various
youth organizations.

Please separate your newspapers and put them in the correct
container.

The above mentioned steps will increase our revenues and help
reduce our costs for this important town function, and help us reduce
taxes for the second consecutive year.

When arriving at the main building please back in so Jon has an
easier job in helping us and the town.

Thank you

Apply Now for New Agricultural
District Land Use Designation

Please be advised that the 30-day annual review period for
Albany County Agricultural Districts begins Feb. 1.

During this period, landowners can apply to have predominantly
viable agricultural land become a certified Agricultural District.
At the end of the 30-day open period, the County Agricultural and
Farmland Protection Board will review the applications and reports
its recommendations to the County Legislature. Based on these

(continued on page 13)




TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY
10 - noon, 4 - 9:00 pm
THURSDAY & FRIDAY

4-9:00 PM
SATURDAY
9-1:00 PM

We are closed Sunday,
Monday and Holidays.

"THE
RENSSELAERVILLE
LIBRARY

Boolmark

As many of you are aware by now, Rebecca Lubin
completed her official duties as director of the Rensselaerville
Library this past December. She is now the branch librarian for
the Delaware Branch of Albany Public Library. We thank Rebecca
for her six years of service to our library and our community, and
wish her the best of luck in her new endeavors, Her dedication and
enthusiasm will be sorely missed by patrons and staff alike.

February is amnesty month at the library. Fines will not be
charged for all overdue materials returned in F ebruary, so check
under those beds, in closets, on bookshelves, or anywhere else that
library materials may have gotten lost in the shuffle. Remember
~love is forgiveness and your library loves you — all is forgiven!

First Friday Movies continue: Join us at Conkling Hall
on Fri., Feb. 2 at 7:30 p-m. for Pirates of the Caribbean IT — Dead
Man’s Chest. In this popular sequel to The Curse of the Black
Pearl, Captain Jack Sparrow (Johnny Depp) endeavors to settle
a blood debt to Davey Jones, the captain of the ghost ship Flying
Dutchman. With help from Will Turner (Orlando Bloom) and
Elizabeth Swann (Keira Knightly), Jack must find a way out of his
debt or else face eternal damnation. Running time 150 minutes.
Rate PG-13. Admission is $2 per person and $1 for children under
10.

MAIN STREET
518.797.3949

The library is still issuing new library cards to all existing
and new cardholders. The special barcode on the back allows
patrons to access the Upper Hudson Library System catalog online,
and request materials from other libraries (they can be sent to the
Rensselaerville Library for your convenience.) Cardholders can
also access free audio and ebook downloads, full text articles from
newspapers and magazines, and homework help sites designed for
all ages. If you haven’t yet gotten your new library card, wait no
longer ~ stop by and get one today.

The next library board of trustees meeting will be Mon.,

Feb. 5 at 7:30 p.m.

Library Staff: Candy Wilson, interim director; Barbara

Bolster Barrett, associate librarian; Katie Barker, aide.

Presbyterian
Church Slates
Feb. 25 Service

The February Service
of the The Rensselaerville
Presbyterian Church will be
held at Conkling Hall, Sunday,
February 25 at 1 p.m.

The Reverend Rick Hill,
Pastor of the Schoharie United
Presbyterian Church, will
preach. .. and he’s bringing his
guitar.

All are welcome. (Coffee
Hour will precede the Service at
12:15 p.m.)

Lasagna Dinner
Feb. 13

Take out Lasagna
Dinners will be available
Tuesday, February 13, from 4-
7 p.m. at the Rensselaerville
Firehouse, Route 85,
Rensselaerville.

Proceeds from the
dinner will benefit the Trinity
Episcopal Church Outreach
Program.

Town Clerk’s
Office Closed

The Rensselaerville Town
Clerk’s office will be closed
February 19 in observance of
Presidents’ Day.

Published by Digital Quill
Printing & Publishing
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Conkling Hall - What’s On February

Friday, February 2: First
Friday Movie Night at 7:30 PM.
Adults $2./Children $1.

Friday, February 16:
Noteworthy Coffeechouse
presents “The Hilltown
Ramblers.” Their music features
“harmonies over a bed of
bluegrass and gospel with some
folk and country thrown in for
good measure.” Doors open at
7:30 p.m.; show begins at 8 p.m.
$5 cover. Beverages and snacks
are available for purchase.

Saturday, February
24: Cabin Fever Dance Party.
RHDA presents “Circle of
Willis” who will lead us in
Irish and contemporary dance.
7:30 to 11 p.m. Tickets: $10 per
person. Beer, wine, and non-
alcoholic beverages will be for
sale.

Saturdays: 9 to 10 a.m.:
Pilates mat class with Sara
Nelson Weiss. Strengthen your
abdominals, gain long lean
muscles, and work with good

Clam Chowder Served in Medusa
Clam Chowder will be served at the Medusa Firehouse
Feb. 2 and March 2. A lunch will be served or the chowder can be

picked up — from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Manhattan or New England chowder will be available at $5
per quart. To preorder or for late pickup, call 797-3455.

HEAP Offers Heating Help

HEAP is now available at Cornell Cooperative Extension
CHOICES at Faith Plaza, Route 9W, Ravena. Please call 756-8650.
The initiative is funded by Albany County Department of Social

Services.

Fuel Assistance Outreach dates are scheduled at
Rensselaerville Town Hall from 12:30-3:30 p.m. on March 1 and

May 3.

Web Site Source of Town Information

The Town of Rensselaerville would like to update the
Business and Services Directory. Please review the Directory
on the Town Website, wwsw.rensselaerville.com, and if your
business is not listed and you would like it to be included, or if
your business is listed and you would like to have it deleted at this
time, please call Kathy Hallenbeck at the Town Hall at 239-4225.

E-Mail Contacts at Town Hall

You can now contact your Rensselarville town government
representatives via e-mail at town hall.

Some e-mail addresses are: townsupervisor@rensselaerville.
com, townclerk@rensselaerville.com,
planningboard@rensselaerville.com, assessors@rensselaerville.com

More addresses will appear later. Remember to check out
the town web site at www.rennselaerville.com.

alignment. Appropriate for
all levels. Please call 239-6825
for more information and to
confirm schedule.

Children’s Playgroup
Thursdays: Noon to 3 p.m. for
children 0 to 5 years old. A
fine opportunity to meet other
children in our area. Call Sara
Nelson Weiss for information at
239-6825.

Town of

Rensselaerville
Officials

Your town officials are:
Jost Nickelsberg, supervisor;
Kathleen A. Hallenbeck, town
clerk and collector; J. Robert
Lansing, Sherri Pine, Myra Dor-
man, Gary Chase, councilmen;
Mark Overbaugh, building
inspector and code enforcement
officer; G. John Chase, super-
intendent of highways; Peter
H. Hotaling Jr., Jeffrey R. Pine,
Donna Kropp, Assessors; Victor
La Plante and Victoria K. Gled-
ner, town justices; Tabner, Ryan
and Keniry, LLP, town attorney,
Cheryl Teft-Baitsholts, dog control
officer.

Breakfast served

at R’ville firehouse
An all you can eat

breakfast will be served at

the Rensselaerville Firehouse

Sunday, February 11 from 8-11

a.m. A free will offering will be

accepted.




Junk vehicles, metal
boats, farm equipment, scrap
metal, etcetera, that is.

Would you like this junk
removed from your property?

Here in the Town of
Rensselaerville are four junk
vehicle recyclers for you to

Breakfasts in
Medusa Planned

All you can eat breakfasts
are planned from 7-11 a.m. at the
Medusa Firehouse.

A free will offering will be
accepted. Breakfasts are slated for
Feb. 17, March 17 and April 21.

Refuse/Recycling
Hours

The Rensselaerville
Refuse/Recycling Department
Hours are Saturday and
Wednesday from 7 a.m.-3:45 p-m.

Please display your permit.

If you do not have one, one can
be obtained at the Town Clerk’s
office.

Please cover your refuse,
so that it is not left on someone
else’s property. No sheet rock or
shingles will be accepted.

United States Postal Service
in the Town of Rensselaerville

Medusa Post Office
239-4826

Preston Hollow Post Office
239-6111

Rensselaerville Post Office
797-3231

Got Junk?

contact. They are Mike Caprio
in Medusa at 966-4572, John
Duncan in Medusa at 239-6291,
Glenn Hallenbeck in Preston

for some vehicles and other
vehicles may require you to
pay a removal fee. Call any of
the numbers listed for specific

Hollow at 239-4028, and Robert details.

Koenig in Rensselaerville at 797- This information is

3413. provided to you by Mark
Each situation is Overbaugh, Zoning Officer for

the Town of Rensselaerville,

February Extra Helpings Food Club

Extra Helpings is a program of the Regional Food Bank of
Northeastern New York and is offered to the community through
the Hilltowns Community Resource Center (HCRC,) in Westerlo.

The program is open to all individuals regardless of age or
income. Anyone is welcome to purchase any or all of the package
options. The menu for each month’s Extra Helpings’ offerings is
published one month in advance.

February’s Extra Helpings regular menu, for $20, includes
a two-and-a-half pound beef bottom round roast, three pounds of
boneless chicken breast, one pound of Italian sausage, one pound
of hamburger, four pounds of oranges and one head of broccoli.

Special #1, for $16.75, eight pounds of fresh pork loin;
Special #2, for $10.75 is a five-pound box of Salisbury steak;
Special #3, for $30, is the meat box, which includes two pounds
of pork roast; three pounds of chicken tenders; three pounds of
stew beef; two pounds of maple breakfast sausage links; and
three pounds of ground beef. Substitutions of equal value may be
ncecessary due to availability.

Please note: Orders with payment are due at the HCRC
office by February 5 for pickup on February 20. HCRC distributes
Extra Helpings at the Rensselaerville firehouse from 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.; St. Bernadette’s Church, Berne, from noon to 1 p-m.;
and St. Lucy’s Church, Altamont, from 2:30-3:30 p.m. on delivery
days.

The pickup site must be noted with each order. Anyone
wishing more information regarding Extra Helpings, or other
HCRC services, please call 797-5256, HCRC’s mailing address
is PO Box 147, Westerlo, NY 12193. Please include your phone
number on all correspondence.

Need Information?

ElderSource Line at 465-1903 has information at Senior Services
to help in a variety of ways. Call between 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p-m . Monday
through Friday.

Call for free assistance with housing options, insurance
counseling, benefits and entitlements, community resources, adult day
care and caregiver options. This program is funded by United Way of
Northeastern New York and Senior Services of Albany Foundation.

different, but they will pay you




Letter from Town Supervisor Jost Nickelsberg

2006 In Review

During the 2005 campaign I pledged to focus my attention on improving services and reducing
taxes. These two issues were brought up time and again by an overwhelming majority of voters I
spoke to all over town. As our population ages, more and more taxpayers are, or will be, living on
fixed incomes making them especially vulnerable to ever increasing property tax burdens. As our
young people grow up and start families of their own in town, they, too, are particularly vulnerable
to the affect that rising property taxes will have on the quality of their lives and on the affordability of
living here. How to best tackle this problem was the big question.

Last year’s Association of Town’s Conference highlighted the power of collaboration. Albany
County Executive Mike Breslin reinforced that concept with his program of bringing together the
county’s supervisors to talk about inter-municipal cooperation aimed at cutting costs and increasing
services. To that end one of the first things I did as supervisor was to institute a new procurement
policy for all town expenditures. This policy requires that any expenditure or procurement over
$200.00 is to be submitted with 3 competitive bids before being approved for payment. The
implementation of this policy was met consistently with outspoken resistance from some people over
the course of the year, but we proceeded nevertheless. The purpose of this policy was to cut costs
without decreasing efficiency, a policy aligned with our goal of decreasing the costs of running our
town government.

During 2006 we also established a more transparent government by publishing an informative
newsletter and improving public access to town records. We implemented new and more efficient
computer technology in town hall so that now you can access many town documents on our web
page and send email to public officials. We also established innovative concepts to increase our
interest income. We finished 2006 with 30 initiatives completed, started or still in progress. But what
we are most proud of is that all these things were achieved with an 11.4% tax decrease this January
in your property taxes. [ want to thank all of you who believed in and supported this effort because
your cooperation and teamwork made it possible.

The important lesson to be learned from these efforts over this past year is that we do control
our destiny if we choose to. We have shown we can successfully counter unfunded mandates and
increased state and county taxes if we choose to. We have shown we can put together a diverse Land
Use Committee to prepare a new comprehensive plan of exceptional quality if we choose to. We have
shown we can cut through political and administrative red tape at the state and county level allowing
us to marshal our own private resources of skilled residents willing to donate time and equipment to
help neighbors threatened by natural disasters if we choose to. We have shown we are not powerless
and that we are not destined to have to accept unwanted or unhelpful government initiatives. Rather,
we have shown that we are the owners of our government if we choose to be. We have shown we can
demand that government officials use common sense to work hard, honestly, and intelligently for us.

This year will again present us with challenges that will require our best efforts. However, with
your continued help and support we will continue achieving our goal of better, more cost effective
town government.

—Jost Nickelsberg




Town of Rensselaerville History Notes

Rensselaerville Settlers Descended from
East Hampton Activists of 1685

By Janet Haseley, Research Chair, Town of Rensselaerville Historical Society

A 320-year-old
document, the Dongan Patent,
now in the East Hampton
Library on Long Island granted
the citizens of East Hampton
Town the right to self-
government and spelled out
how to go about it. It included a
“Bill of Rights as Englishmen”
which stated that the citizens
had the right of free assembly.

When the Duke of York
ascended the British throne
in 1685 as King James I, he
decreed a direct tax on the
settlers and questioned their
titles to real estate. Acting for
the king, the royal governor
Thomas Dongan demanded
that the citizens give up their
land. A group of citizens
who protested were arrested;
protests were considered a
crime. Ten East Hamptoners
were arrested: Stephen Hedges,
William Perkins, Jeremy
Conkling, Daniel and Nathaniel
Bishop, Samuel Mulford,
Robert Dayton, Samuel Parsons,
Benjamin Conklin and Thomas
and John Osborne.

he controversy was
settled when Dongan offered
the settlers a legal document,

the Dongan Patent, which
guaranteed title to their land
and gave the town trustees the
ownership of unappropriated,
or common, land. They also
would be given the first right
to buy the unpurchased parts
of Montauk. In exchange, the
freeholders had to pay a huge
sum of 200 pounds sterling,
80 of which would be used for
the right to first-purchase in
Montauk.

The Dongan Patent
created the governing body,
“the Trustees of the Freeholders
and Commonality of the Town
of East Hampton” which still
manages much of the town’s
common lands. The surnames
of many of those protestors
who were arrested and of the
first 12 Trustees can be seen
today in Rensselaerville’s
cemeteries; their children
and grandchildren were
among the earliest settlers
of Rensselaerville. See how
many you can find in our local
cemeteries.

The names of the first 12
Trustees of East Hampton were
Thomas James, Josiah Hobart,
Thomas Talmage, John Wheeler,

Parlor Talk Slated March 18
Circle the third Sunday of each month at 2:30 p-m. for
Parlor Talks sponsored by the Town of Rensselaerville Historical

Society.

The March 18 topic is “Blacksmithing” with demonstrations
by Marty Milner at the Town Building. There is no charge to
attend the talks and refreshments will be served.

Samuel Mulford, John Mulford,
Thomas Chatfield, Jeremiah
Conklin, Stephen Hand, Robert
Dayton, Thomas Backer and
Thomas Osborne.

(Excerpted from an
article about the Dongan Patent
which was printed in The East
Hampton Star, December 7, 2006
and sent to us by Pam Eldridge
who lives in East Hampton. Pam
is descended from Rensselaerville
settler Daniel Conkling who was
born in East Hampton.)

Rural Alternative
Energy Resources
Feb. 18 Topic

“Rural Alternative
Energy Resources; A Historical
Perspective” will be the topic
of the Sunday, Feb. 18, Parlor
Talk sponsored by the Town
of Rensselaerville Historical
Society. The talk will be at 2:30
p-m. at the Preston Hollow
Baptist Church.

Garrett Platel will be the
speaker. He holds a degree in
historical preservation and is
a trustee of the Rensselaerville
Historical Society. His talk will
cover ways in which energy
was generated in the past in
rural areas such as the town of
Rensselaerville, and suggestions
for ways of generating energy
in rural areas today.

The meeting is open
to the public and there is no
charge. Refreshments will be
served.




January Town Board Meeting Minutes

The January meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was convened by Supervisor Nickelsberg,
with councilmen: Myra Dorman, J. Robert Lansing and Sherri Pine present. Also present was Attorney William F. Ryan, Jr. and
Superintendent Chase and 60 interested citizens. Councilman Gary Chase was absent.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorman to accept the Regular Meeting minutes of December 14, 2007 as read,
unanimously passed.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorman to accept the minutes of Final Meeting held December 28, 2006 as read,
unanimously passed.

‘ A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorman to accept the minutes of the Organizational Meeting held on January 1,
© 2007 as read, unanimously passed.

TRANSFERS

There were no transfers this month.

ABSTRACT - 2007-01; VOUCHERS 07-0001 — 07-0022

General Fund - $8,081.77; Highway Fund - $94,231.54; Sewer Fund - $43.47, Water Fund - $543.77. Total - $102,810.55.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorman to pay all audited bills, 2 by Councilwoman Pine, unanimously
passed.
CORRESPONDENCE
CAMP CASS

Legislator Alexander Gordon read the following petition signed by over 500 people:

“We the citizens of Rensselaerville and surrounding towns are petitioning the town of Rensselaerville, Albany County and New
York State to have the Division of Youth camp known as Camp Cass closed.

This petition concerns Cass residential and the safety of the community and surrounding areas. The Office of Children
and Family Services, which controls Cass Residential, must be held accountable and the public be made aware when escapes
and incidents happen at Cass. They must also be held accountable to follow their own procedures and policies which are not
being followed; it’s the state’s responsibility to maintain safety for all of us.

There are documented cases over the past several months and years of escapes, awols, assaults, kidnapping, hostage
talking, and rape from Cass Residential, when this occurs the public isn’t even aware that the community is in danger. What is
going to happen next? Is one of these residents going to break into someone’s house and murder them? The State, OCFS, and
Cass, must be held accountable and stop the cover-up of these incidents.

These types of inmates shouldn’t be allowed in a non-secure facility, where the inmates can just walk away. Now, we
ask the citizens and the town board to stand up and do something about this un-safe facility in our community. It’s time the
town board and the community’s stand up and take action.”

Legislator Gordon read this petition on behalf of the person who was a victim of a crime two years ago. We need to
have procedures in place to make certain that we don’t have a second, third or more incidents of the same nature. That is the
responsibility of the Office of Childrens Services as the management of Cass Residential facility. There was a meeting on the
27" of December which included a number of people from Cass, the Office of Children and Family Services and members of the
community.

Craig Apple, Chief Deputy for the Albany County Sheriff, and Captain Campbell of the 911 system, explained what
happened in November when the young fellow escaped from Camp Cass. The Reverse 11system did not work correctly. The
problem is corrected and it will not happen again. Chief Deputy Apple explained how the system works and what it is used
for. There is nothing wrong with the system - it was the way it was programmed. If anyone has any questions, please call the
communications center at 765-2351.

Did anyone from Children and Family Services respond to letter or come tonight? Supervisor Nickelsberg said they
had been invited to this meeting and when we went up the meeting that they held about two weeks ago their arrogance was
amazing. They sent a letter that they would not be here tonight.

Mrs. Johnston said that she did get the message at 11:30 and it was our house that was broken into and our car stolen.
Your notice should say, “ We have an escapee from Camp Cass, Beware”. Chief Deputy Apple agreed. Also, the fencing that is
going to be done is only around the recreational area, it should go around the whole camp.

Councilwoman Dorman, who is on the citizens advisory committee for the Camp, said that over the years she
experienced good relationships with the Camp, but in the last few years things have turned around and one of the things that
has turned around is the attitude of the people in charge of the Camp. At that meeting when everyone was there were flatly told
that no way were they going to come to the Town Board meeting and have to explain themselves. They didn’t think that they
owed it to the community. They had a drawing of a fence that was going to go around the camp, at the end of the meeting they
said we will see when this is going to happen. We came away from that meeting with no satisfaction.

When the camp first started, it was for the easier offenders. Are the Sheriffs aware when the more difficult cases arrive?
Chief Deputy Apple said they were are not aware of what goes in there or what offenders arrive on a daily basis.

Jack Mc Eneny, Assemblymen for this area, said it is a new day in the State capital and he thinks this is a very serious
issue. This is a very isolated area, which needs you extra levels of protection. If there is anything that my office can do in the
way of official inquires. I think it is ridiculous that our Sheriffs’ department can’t tell you what level offender is coming into this
very small town. Senator Breslin is extremely concerned about this and we do everything that we can do to get accountability.

(continued on next page)
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I can remember when Camp Cass was not the worry that it is today, our people out here are very vulnerable and very isolated.
This is a very serious and life threatening situation. If it is a question of state dollars for a level of security, we have to know that;
is it a question that we need the technology to make the calls in hurry, we have to know that. We need requests from the people
asking what do we you need from the State of New York that bears the responsibility for putting Camp Cass there in the first
place. If we continue to have a situation where people aren’t safe in their homes then maybe Camp Cass should be closed.

What we need a is an attitude change by those departments, then these other things will get better and make everyone
safe, satisfied and happy in this community. Audience members said that “the hard core offenders” should not remain at Camp
Cass, and the mild offenders return, and then there would not be a problem. A fence should have been built when the Camp was
first built, and the residents should leave until a fence is built around the entire perimeter.

Councilwoman Dorman said that 30 years ago the inmates were young delinquent men, not attending school, minor -
crimes, and had no place to turn and they were turned over to this type of camp. It served a good purpose - they were young,
their minds could be changed, they could go to school, they could learn to do something worth while that they were not
learning in the city. Now, we have adult inmates, who only have one or two things in mind, none of them are legal. They are not
service the community anymore, the community is in fear and the State is neglecting us. The State is giving us severe abuse by
not taking care of this problem right now.

How many inmates are up there and how can they financially justify keeping it open for such a small population? There
are 25 to 27 inmates there. Supervisor Nickelsberg said that we feel very strongly about closing the camp down unless they can
give us 100% security. It is very simple - we are going to get on this, stay on it and demand that somebody does something -~
immediately. How many people work there? Three people from the town and 60% of the people from within 30 miles of the
facility.

Supervisor Nickelsberg said that our first and foremost issue is the safety of the people. Supervisor Nickelsberg read
the letter received from Ed Ausborn, Office of Children and Family Services. Supervisor N ickelsberg thanked everyone for being
at the meeting tonight concerning this very important issue.

CORRESPONDENCE
Letters were received from the following;

Sarah Klebniko O’Connor, Niles Road, asking for a speed limit on Niles Road; The Westerner, Greenville, NY, regarding
the town highways employees being able to purchase their clothing and footwear at their store in Greenville.
REPORTS
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT

Supervisor Nickelsberg reported the following;

The account balances as of December 31, 2006 was $1,555,438.77; Balances are as follows for the various accounts;
Agency & Trust - $32,125.28, General Checkjng - $80,268.83, General Money Market - $519,707.21, Highway Checking - $7,501.08,
Highway Money Market - $30,226.09, Light'ing District - $3,374.85, Sewer District - $245,969.28, Water District - $22,103.55. CD’s
- CD- Highway - $175,310.00, CD- G - $152,718.28, CD-G, $77,188.18, CD-G - $208,946.14.

Supervisor Nickelsberg mentioned that we had an 11.4 % tax cut this year. We were the only one in the County to have
a tax cut, this town in it history has never had a double digit tax cut. We did a lot of talking about requisition’s, cross cutting
policy, collaboration policy and a number of other things. We ended up with an 11.4 tax reduction.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorman to accept the Town Supervisor’s report, unanimously passed.

Supervisor Nickelsberg mentioned that we are going to have a presentation relative to senior housing on the 3«
Saturday of February at 10:30 a.m. at the Town Hall. This housing will be physically located in the Town of Berne - the plans
and drawings will be available to look at. People will be able to move in within two years.

This summer we have a youth program for two weeks for children, we have the opportunity to join with the Berne

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
Superintendent Chase reported the following;

1. Continue cutting brush and ditching

2. Repairing equipment as it breaks down

3. Maintaining equipment

4. Sanding and salting as necessary

5. Submitted road projects for 2007 with corrections.

Superintendent Chase went over the cost of the roads to be done in 2007. On the general repairs, they have $265,000,

the total estimate of the road listed is $265,551.50. These roads are not in order as when they will be done - this is only the list
of roads. Cheese Hill - estimated price $62,350.00, Kenyon Road — estimated price - $30,200.00, Knowles Road — estimated
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Supervisor Nickelsberg would like to meet with Superintendent Chase to discuss this and also have more in the report
for the highway department report on a monthly basis. For instance, where did you cut brush? How many pieces of machinery
did you repair? Superintendent Chase said that we have cut brush on Kenyon Road, Fleming Road, and we will be going back
up to Travis Hill Road. This week we had two trucks go down, we got them back together. Supervisor Nickelsberg said that we
have a vibrating roller at our disposal if we need it, when Berne is not using it. Superintendent Chase replied that we have our
own.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorman authorizing Attorney Ryan type up this road agreement, unanimously
passed.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorman to accept Superintendent Chase’s monthly report, unanimously
passed.

AMBULANCE REPORT

The Rensselaerville Volunteer Ambulance, Inc. submitted to the Town Board a check for $23,926.14. Supervisor
Nickelsberg read the following letter from Brian Wood, Captain of the Ambulance Squad:

“Enclosed is our check for $23,926.14 which is the amount of ALS (Advanced Life Support) revenue recovery money collected
throughout 2006. This money will offset the $38,000 budget item for our Paramedic Services form Albany County.

While we are very proud to furnish this money, we would like you to know that we are operating this organization with less
than 1% of the population of the Town of Rensselaerville. Very few are giving very much.

In the not too distant future, there may be a need to consider funding for someone paid to be available for daytime coverage.
This is being considered in most of the hilltowns as this time. It may be possible to combine resources of the Hilltowns, and
have a paid EMT in a fly car that can cover the hilltop.”

TOWN JUSTICE ANNUAL REPORT

JUSTICE GELDNER

Supervisor Nickelsberg read the following report from Justice Geldner: Total Cases - 71; vehicle and traffic (74),
conservation (2), penal law (7), civil & small claims (2), Ag & Markets (5). Total money collected and transmitted to Audit and
Control - $6237.50. Vehicle and traffic ( $4975.00), conservation ($152.50), penal law ($965.00), civil and small claims ($35.00), Ag
& Markets ($85.00) certified copies ($25.00).

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorman to accept the annual report from Justice Victoria Geldner, unanimously
passed.

JUSTICE LA PLANTE

Supervisor Nickelsberg read the following report from Justice La Plante: Total Cases - 100 ; vehicle and traffic (70),
conservation (13), penal law (17). Total money collected and transmitted to Audit and Control - $10,872.50; vehicle and traffic
($7,610.00), conservation ($1,132.50), penal law ($2,130.00).

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorman to accept the report from Justice La Plante, unanimously passed.

OLD BUSINESS
LAND USE COMMITTEE

Ray Welsh reported that we have tripled our effort working on the comprehensive plan - we have between 2800 and
3000 man hours on it. We have now a draft plan, and are in the process of making corrections, and adding things that have been
left out. There will be a presentation of the draft land use plan on January 19th at the Town Hall. This draft will be posted to
the website. We hope to have the final plan by January 31*. Please come and give us your input. Supervisor Nickelsberg said
that this committee has done a tremendous job and crafted an excellent document. They have done a lot of work. Thank you.
WASTE OIL FURNACE BID

There was one bid received for the waste oil furnace - from Midstate Supply, Inc. for one Clean Burn Multi Oil Furnace
and recycling center, tankless air compressor and maintenance service for $10,494.

Supervisor Nickelsberg would like to make a motion to purchase this bid. Councilwoman Pine would like to hold off awarding
the bid, and he has some reservations about it and would like clarification on the outside tank, and where the tank is going to
go.

A motion was made by Supervisor Nickelsberg to accept this bid from Midstate Supply, Inc. for $10,494.00, all Aye
except for Councilwoman Pine, who abstained.

NEW BUSINESS
YMCA - DELMAR

Marion Cooke, Medusa, read a letter to the Town Board concerning the YMCA in Delmar and thought that it might be
a great idea to explore a program for the Town of Rensselaerville youth and senior citizens. Along with membership activities,
the YMCA has free events that anyone can attend. Members have free use of exercise machines, swimming pools, basketball
courts, computers, and an ice rink. She is here tonight to ask the Town Board for approval to set up committee to explore the
costs with a director of the YMCA and see what they would offer to a municipal. Councilwoman Dorman mentioned that this is
an excellent program and an excellent view to the future - it a strong local program because kids and their parents are going to
be interested .

Marion Cooke also mentioned that it would be nice to work with the committees for each youth program that are held
in the hamlets in the summer. There could be different ways to fund this, if kids want to participate they might have to do some
volunteer work in the parks, etc. Supervisor Nickelsberg moved that Marion Cooke be accepted as chairman to the committee
to explore the cost of a town program with the director of the YMCA in Delmar and that she pick the people for this committee,

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)
unanimously passed.

Supervisor Nickelsberg mentioned that Marion and KB Cooke are a stellar example of people that have volunteered
for this town that keep the town running, hundreds of us do that, without them this town does not function. Marion said we
appreciate you stepping up.

LEGAL REPORT

Attorney Ryan reported on the advertising in the local newsletter about what can and cannot go in there. He responded
to the NYCLU, which had writtenwrote to him, He spoke to the executive director, and conducted research. The legal opinion is
that the town should not have any policy that prohibits advertising, especially political advertising. The issue in this particular
case was about the war, support for or advertising against America’s involvement inlIraq. The Town Board cannot have a policy
that limits that expression, and the reason is that when you have a government funded newsletter, your newsletter is funded
through the town, and you can’t limit expression, but there are instances in which you can limit, and they are fairly obvious,
based on common sense. One is pornography and obscene speech, the second one is words intended to incite insurrection or
eminent lawless action, speech that infringes upon copyright or trade marks, defamatory words or words of fraud. Absent any
of those categories you can’t restrict what goes into your newsletter. Mr. Creamer asked if he spoke to American Civil Liberties
Union.

Attorney Ryan said no, he spoke to a representative from the Civil Liberties Union, and did the research, that is what
the case law, the common law of the United States holds. Common law is developed by opinions, opinions are in the federal
branch issued by either the United States District Court or the Second Circuit Court of Appeals which reviews the district court
cases and the United States Supreme Court reviews decision from the Circuit Courts of Appeals. The research supports the
proposition spoken of earlier.

Supervisor Nickelsberg asked about the charging issue. Attorney Ryan, said the case law is pretty clear - you can’t
make decision about accepting money from one group and not another. The bottom line in terms of consistency should be you
all pay, no matter what the group. There should be no distinction as to the type of group that you are that is putting in the ad.
Supervisor Nickelsberg asked if he were including churches, not for profits, everybody that advertises, and Attorney Ryan said
correct.

SPEED LIMITS

Attorney Ryan spoke concerning a resolution adopted that would authorize the Supervisor and the Town Clerk to

submit a TE-9 form to the New York State Department of Transportation to reduce speed limits on 6 roads. This resolution

WHEREAS, speed limits on town roads may be changed pursuant to Vehicle and Traffic Law s1622. and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has received request from numerous residents that speed limits be lowered on certain
Town roads, and

WHEREAS, the Town Board hereby request that the New York State Department of Transportation undertake a study to
determine whether the existing maximum speed limit should be lowered for the following roads:

1. Fox Creek Road (CR352) from SR145 to Kenyon Road;

2. Johnny Cake Hill Road from County Route 351 to the Westerlo Town Line;

3. Camp Medusa Road from County Route 351 to the Town of Durham Town line;
4. Gifford Hollow Road from County Route 6 to the Berne Town line;

5 Niles Road from County Route to Durham Town line

NOW, THEREFORE IT IS RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is instructed to prepare the appropriate (TE-9) form, and

submit it to the Highway Superintendent for his review and signature, and

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that, upon approval and signature by the Highway Superintendent, the Town Clerk is

instructed to submit the appropriate forms to the Department of Transportation for consideration.
RENSSELAERVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY - BATTALION

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorman that the following people joining the fire company battalion in 2005
and 2006 be added to the fire company membership list; Sarah Bensen, Rebecca Cartwright, Charlotte Cooper, Phyllis Fitzgerald,
Penny Grimes, Daina Holmer, Donna Kropp, Pat Parker, Cheryl Pierce, Mary Jane Schroeder, Lynn Urrutia, Kathy Wank and
Linda Sue Yelich and also accept the complete membership list for the Battalion members, unanimously passed.
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS - CLEANING OF TOWN HALL

Supervisor Nickelsberg said that the town would like send out and RFP to see if we can get someone to come in and do
a fundamental hard core cleaning once a month, which would also help our senior employee keep up with the daily cleaning of
the Town Hall. :
A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorman authorizing the Town Clerk to put out an REP for cleaning of the Town Hall,
unanimously passed.

(continued on next page)
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ASSOCIATIONS OF TOWNS MEETING — DELEGATES

The following people would like to go to the Association of Towns Meeting in February 18,19,20 and 21: Muriel Frasher
and Richard Amedure from the Planning Board and Supervisor Nickelsberg, Councilwoman Dorman and Councilwoman
Pine. Some of the people attending the meeting will not be staying at the hotel. The funding for this meeting will come from
the discretionary account other than the $600 that is allocated in the budget. Councilwoman asked if that covers the train, hotel
and food, which it does. A delegate and alternate delegate needs to be appointed to attend the Annual Business Session of the
Association of Towns Meeting and to cast the vote of the Town.

A motion was made by Supervisor Nickelsberg that Councilwoman Dorman be the Delegate and Richard Amedure the
Alternate Delegate, unanimously passed.

FEES

Supervisor Nickelsberg mentioned that we haven’t changed our fees since 1995 - costs have gone up since then and we
should look at increasing those fees so that we break even. We will try and get a better understanding of how the cost have gone
up and find out what neighboring towns are charging.

Councilwoman Pine had a copy of New Scotland’s fees, Jeff Pine has volunteered to come in and explain these fees to the Town
Board. We also have the Town of Berne’s fees to go over.
PART TIME EMPLOYEES

Supervisor Nickelsberg mentioned that we have on our payroll part time employees: KB Cooke and Bob Bolte. They
are builders and carpenters with many other trade skills. They have started work on this building. The arrangement with them
was that we would pay them $20 an hour plus mileage and the cost of equipment rental. This gets very complex, we talked
about $25 an hour and they take out what they need for fuel, equipment and equipment rental. They will help us on buildings
and grounds - we have plenty for them to do.

Supervisor Nickelsberg made a motion that we pay KB Cooke and Bob Bolte, $25 and hour to do the necessary work
needed around here, unanimously passed.

LEGISLATIVE WORK - ALEXANDER GORDON

Legislator Gordon reported that the Town of Knox the Town Planning Board is reviewing the wind ordinance that has
come from the Town of Clinton. They are only in the planning stages with this. He thought that all of the towns and hill town’s
worked together on this and reviewed it concerning wind development it would be helpful there would be one set of
standards for wind power.

Supervisor Nickeslberg, Allyn Wright and Vern Husek have been working on putting this comprehensive report
together and have agreed that they would look at wind power in certain areas assuming that the town be an owner or part
owner in the project so that revenues would accrue to the town should the town decide to go forward with it. It is up to Allyn as
to what to do from this point forward.

MEDUSA VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY - NEW MEMBER

A motion was made by Councilwoman Pine to add Joseph Grandchamp to the membership list for the Medusa
Volunteer Fire Company, unanimously passed.

TIM LIPPERT - PLANNING BOARD MEMBER - RESIGNATION

Supervisor Nickelsberg said that we have talked a lot about volunteer effort, this town shuts down without it - it is
very clear to all of hundreds of people are involved in these various volunteer organizations from the library to the parks to
whatever. It is really an amazing effort and love for your neighbor and your town, displayed again and again all year long. Tim
Lippert has served this town wonderfully for 11 years on the Planning Board. He has moved to Berne and has given us his letter
of resignation as of today. Thank you for 11 great years - you were a terrific member of the Board, you went to classes, did the
studies, made us a better town. Without people like you, we shut down. The Planning Board will be working on a replacement
for Mr. Lippert.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorman to accept Tim Lippert’s resignation from the Planning Board,
unanimously passed.

RENSSELAERVILLE HALL OF FAME

Supervisor Nickelsberg mentioned that the minimum cut off for anyone to enter the Rensselaerville Hall of Fame is 30
years service to your town. Our first inductee was Barry Cooke. The gentleman that I am proposing to make a member tonight
has given us 35 plus years of extraordinary service all of it in a non-paying way. I think about the number of hours he has spent
to help his fellow man, first in the emergency medical effort, a member and chairman of the Planning Board. Thirty five years is
a very long time - he is fourth generation member in the town and someone we can be very proud of.

A motion was made by Supervisor Nickelsberg that Allyn Wright become the second member of the Rensselaerville Volunteer
Hall of Fame, unanimously passed.

Supervisor Nickelsberg mentioned that we have some items to give these two gentlemen, which will wait until Barry
gets back from vacation. We will also have a plaque with the names of the inductees on it. This underlines service to your
community, there are so many ways you can do it - these guys have shown us that.

The meeting was adjourned after audience comments were heard.
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Serving You — Town of Rensselaerville
2007 Appointments

At the Town of Rensselaerville Organizational Meeting Jan. 1 2007 town position appointments
were made. Present at the meeting were Town Supervisor Jost Nickelsberg, and Councilwomen Myra
Dorman and Sherri Pine, Councilmen Garry Chase and J. Robert Lansing, Justices Victoria Geldner
and Victor LaPlante, Highway Superintendent G. Jon Chase; and 40 interested citizens.
Appointments were:

David Chase, Brian Wood — Civil Defense Coordinators

Gerald Wood — Civil Defense Officer

E. David Potter - Deputy Town Highway Superintendent

Delwin Shaver Jr. — Water Treatment Officer

Garrett Platel - Deputy Water & Sewage Treatment Officer

Delwin Shaver Jr. — Sewage Treatment Operator

Richard Simons — Constable

Nancy Class — Clerk 1 to Supervisor

Alden Pierce — Deputy Supervisor

Cheryl Teft-Baitsholts — Dog Control Officer

Rachel Chase — Clerk 2/ Assessors

Jon Whitbeck — Refuse/ Recycling Coordinator

Arthur McCullock, Ronald Bates — Substitute Refuse/ Recycling Coordinators

Irene Olson — Historian

Martin Lloyd, Athony Donato — Election Machine Custodians

Irene Tanner, Edith Kuhar, Marion Bryan, Diana Hinchcliff, Clara Potter, Sherri Pine, Velma
Kiley, Donna Winans, Gail LaPlante, Sally Lounsbury, Claire Leber, Susan Downes;
Alternates — Ellen Moak, Jackie Pine, Stephonie Marsh, Anna Jardine — Election Inspectors

Tabner, Ryan, Kinery, LLC — Attorney to the Town

Allyn Wright — Planning Board Chairman

Mark Overbaugh - Building/ Zoning Officer

Cathleen Bobrick — Planning Board/ Zoning Board Secretary

Kathleen Hallenbeck - Registrar of Vital Statistics

Dee Andrus — Records Inventory Clerk

Gail LaPlante, Lynette Terrell - Court Clerks

Gerald Winans, Ronald Bates — Senior Employees

William Whitbeck — Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman

Dr. Diane Beiderman — Town Veterinarian

William McChesney, Richard Platel, Jack Long, Tim Miller, Dale Dorner — Water/ Sewer

Committee

e Allyn Wright, Ray Welsh, Kenneth Storms, Richard Amadure, Timothy Lippert, Lawrence
Bryan, Muriel Frasher — Planning Board

*  William Whitbeck, James Bashwinger, Kenneth McCulloch, Alfred Stettner, James Watkins
— Zoning Board of Appeals

Town Board meetings will be held on the second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m.
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~ Affordable Hilltown Senior Housing

Meeting
March 3, 2007, 10:30 AM
At

Rensselaerville Town Hall
87 Barger Road
Medusa, NY 12120

Speakers
Jeff Thomas
Mike Vincent
Linda Carman




The Edmund Niles Huyck Preserve
Annual Fund Raiser

Groundhog Day
& Winter Carnival

Eldridge Research Center & Lincoln Pond
Pond Hill Road, Rensselaerville, NY
Saturday, February 3, 2007
11:00 AM-4:00 PM

...Awesome sledding.... ice fishing :
demonstration.......snowman-sculpture competition.....help
make an igloo!.... Wildlife Alive! presentation on wildlife
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rehabilitation with live, nativeé animals.....educational
displays.....craft vendots....refteshments.....

Its a cabin fever cure for the entire family!

Suggested Donation at the Door: $8/family members;
$10/family non-members

Al proceeds benefit Preserve activities, research and education.
Call 797-3440 or 797-5172 for mote info.
Or E-mail huyckpreserve@gmail.com

... Agricultural Districts Review Launched continued

(continued from front page)
recommendations and comments
received from a public hearing, the
Legislature will forward proposed
modifications to the districts to the
Commissioner of the NYS Department
of Agriculture and Markets for
approval.

Municipalities whose territory
encompasses the lands which are
proposed to be included in an
agricultural district will receive a map
with parcel numbers of the proposed
inclusions and will be notified directly
in writing of the time, date and
location of the public hearing.

In 1971, the New York State
Legislature created an Agricultural
Districts Program in response to

concerns that non-agricultural land
uses were expanding into valuable
farm areas. This program, based on
Agriculture and Markets Agricultural
District Law Article 25-AA, allows
the creation of Agricultural Districts
where agriculture is encouraged

and protected. Agricultural Districts
programs are authorized at the state

level and implemented at the county

level.

These districts are not the
same as agricultural zoning that a
town may have although the two
often overlap. Voluntary enrollment
in the program provides farmers with
benefits including:

Differential tax assessment;

Protection against
unreasonable local regulations;

Special review of proposed
eminent domain takings;

Required Agricultural Impact
Statement for public projects;

Notification requirement
to inform property buyers about
surrounding farming practices; and
limited protection against nuisance
lawsuits.

Questions about the review
process can be directed to the county’s
website at www.albanycounty.
com, and visit the Planning
Department page, or contact Laura
DeGaetano, senior natural resources
planner, at 447-5670 or via email at
ldegaetano@albanycounty.com.




| SAVE THE DATE:
CHICKEN BAR-B-Q, Take-Out Only
Rensselaerville Fire Company - Route 85, Rensselaenvill

Saturday, March 24, 2007
4:30-6:30 pm
$10 per Dinner
Pre-Sale Tickets will be available — more info to come.....

HILLTOWN MARKET & Its A

NATURAL FOOD CO-OP, INC. | Quagmire
26 CR 353 Bring Them Home

RENSSELAERVILLE, NY 12147 Now
797-3144 John & Nancy La Rocca

Mark La Roeca & Nina Nsilo Swai
A . Tom & Kathy Mikulka
A Selection of Organic, Natural and Sonny & Sue Shufelt

. . Michael & Gail Benedict.
Conventional Groceries, Bulk Foods Jeff & Sherri Pine

Justin Mikulka & Elise VanAllen
And Produce for YOU! Kerry McFarland

. _ [} Robert and Beth Whiteman
Save Time and Energy — Shop Locally! Gordon & Elise Enk
Richard & Nadia Creamer
Sue.& Jay McChesney
Tim Lippert
George & Carolin Dempsey
Richard & Mary Ann Ronconi
Greg Hostash
Roswell Eldridge

Winter Hours: Mon. — Fri. 9am — 7pm
Sat. + Sun. 9am — 5pm

Roger and Bonny Gifford
Robert Scardamalia
Bill & Barbara DeMille
James Walker
Tom & Marion Frowein
Cynthia Willis
Dick Sahol
Dave & Mary Bryan
Ben Bryan Emily Bryan
Bill & Kathie Quackenbush
Virginia Carter
Joam Eckstut
Tim & Linda Miller

Thank you . . .

Dee, Steve 11 & Shannon want to
send ﬁeargfe[t thank yous to everyone who
sent a card or food or called on the phone
to say a kind word. So many of you came
to ﬁeﬁo at our time of sadness. We want to
say thank you and bless everyone for your
kindness.




We even paint Aluminum Biding| '

Bucci
Property Management

& Painting

“The Right Persan for the Job,”

Protect and Baau_tlfy your largast i t with Pr fessionat
-Free Estimates -References Available -
Interior & Exterior Painting

James Bucci
Owner/Operator
www.JamesBucci.com

James@JamesBucci.com

COMMERCIAL*RESIDENTIAL

Expert painting, wallcovering & renovations

Tim Lippert, Prop.
(518) 797-3610

cell (518) 339-6030 tim@CatskillPaint.com
www.CatskillPaint.com

Tuloring Services: K-8
All subjects, specializing in math

B.5. MA. certification N-&
33 years classroom experience
Consullant for Hands-On Equations©
Dean’s Award for Excellence in Teaching
Who's Who Among America’s Teachers

/

Marie Dermody
Preston Hollow, NY 12449
Phone/Fax: (518) 239-4552

Eeville R ealty
LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKERS

FRED STETTNER
LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER.

Celt 518.359.4249
fmd@n'invrnhy-com

www rvillerealtv.com

260 Route 351
Medusa. NY 12120
T 513.239.4635 » F 518.966.5998

mEmEm

Income Tax Preparation
Federal & State Tax Forms
Tax Planning & Review DIANNE L. Rizzo
Federal & State efile TAX ASSISTANCE
5182398914

Email: drizzo@starband.net
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SHApPES

FITNESS FOR WOMEN

10741Route 32, Greenville, NY 12083
{Opposite the Drive-in}
{518) 966-4680 - Shapesga10@aol.com

No Pressure, Just Results

Nancy Class

F

2222 East Henrietta Road

Phone (518) 797-3305
Rochester, NY, 14623 Cell  (518) 5220087
Fax  (585) 334-3248
www.wheatlandfinancial.com
All Types of Mortgages 1 (800) 397-1377
Help Wanted

Rensselaerville Library
Director or Managing Director
for Town of Rensselaerville Library

Part-time 25 hours a week
Qualifications: BA or BS Degree in Related Areas

Please send resumes by February 15 to:
David Bryan, President
Box 188
Rensselaerville, New York 12147

or Email to ddrb1253@aol.com
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