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December 2009 Town Board Minutes Summary 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 17th 
day of December, 2009 at 7 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 
Barger Road, Medusa, NY 12120.  The meeting was convened by Supervisor Nickelsberg and 
the roll was called with the following results:  

 PRESENT WERE: Supervisor Jost Nickelsberg, Councilwoman Marie Dermody, Coun-
cilwoman Sherri Pine, Deputy Town Attorney Jon Kosich.   

ABSENT: Councilman Gary Chase, Councilman J. Robert Lansing, Attorney Joseph 
Catalano 

There were 36 interested citizens present. 
 

PRESENTATION – J. ROBERT LANSING: Supervisor Nickelsberg mentioned that Council-
man Lansing is in the hospital and we are here tonight to honor him; he has many years of 
service to the Town. 
Councilwoman Dermody mentioned that Donna Kropp, Councilman Lansing’s daughter, has 
agreed to accept this on behalf of Bob.  Councilwoman Dermody read the following resolu-
tion written by Attorney Catalano with information provided by Donna Kropp: 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville wishes to honor an exem-
plary public official and citizen of the Town of Rensselaerville on the occasion of his last 
regular meeting on the Town Board before his term as Councilman expires at the end of 
2009; and 
 WHEREAS, J. Robert Lansing, Bob to all that know him, has served the community 
of Rensselaerville for over six decades, and has done so throughout with exceptional dedi-
cation and integrity and with his heart  set firmly in the best interests of the Town he loves 
and its people; and 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board, desires to express its appreciation on behalf of all the 
residents in the Town, for Bob Lansing’s long history of public service and dedication to the 
Town of Rensselaerville; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaer-
ville, that the Town Board, hereby officially acknowledges the public service that J. Robert 
Lansing extended to the Town of Rensselaerville with a recitation of the variety of such ser-
vice over the years as follows; 
• Bob’s first position of public service in this Town occurred when he served as the Jus-

tice of the Peace from 1962 through 1967.   During that time the Justice of the Peace 
was also a voting member on the Town Board and it was Bob who proposed the con-
struction of the Town building. 

• Bob served as Town Supervisor in three decades; in 1968 and 1969; from 1972 through 
1975; and from 2002 through 2005 where he then continued as Councilman to this day.  
Even when he was not on the Town Board , Bob was a familiar and important presence 
as he faithfully attended most if not all Town Board meetings during the 27 years be-
tween his terms as Supervisor. 

• Outside of Town government, Bob has been equally if not more dedicated to the com-
munity with his various activities on behalf of the organizations that shape our commu-
nity.  He has been a member of the Rensselaerville Volunteer Fire Company for 58 
years.  He was a member of the Rensselaerville Library Board for 12 years, half of which 
he served as Treasurer.  He has been President of the Rensselaerville Historical Society, 
a member of the Board of Directors of Albany County Cornell Cooperative Extension, a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Helderberg Medical Center that brought Dr. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The Hamlets of Cooksburg, Medusa, Potter Hollow, Preston Hollow, and Rensselaerville 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to extend a sincere thank you to Ms. Helen Benedict for putting 

on such a lovely event last month.  Her reading of her latest work, The Edge of 

Eden, was wonderful and very well attended, and we greatly appreciate her gen-
erosity in donating all of the proceeds of this event back to the Library.  Thank 
you also to everyone who attended the reading, and stay tuned for similar 
events in the near future! 
 

Second Weekend Film Series – Please join us on Friday, February 12 at 

6:30P.M. for a showing of Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs.  This film tells the 
story of an eccentric wannabe scientist, Flint Lockwood. His latest contraption 
is a miraculous device designed to solve the world hunger crisis. But when Flint 
bites off more than he can chew, he sets in motion a global disaster of epic pro-
portions. Based on the #1 best-selling book by Judi and Ron Barrett.  Run time:  
90 min.  Rated PG for brief mild language. 
 

And please join us the following night, Saturday, February 13 at 7:00P.M. for 

a showing of District 9.  Humans waited for the hostile attack, or the giant ad-
vances in technology. Neither came. Instead, the aliens were refugees, the last 
survivors of their home world. The creatures were set up in a makeshift home 
in South Africa's District 9 as the world's nations argued over what to do with 
them. Now, patience over the alien situation has run out. Control over the aliens 
has been contracted out to Multi-National United (MNU), a private company un-
interested in the aliens' welfare - they will receive tremendous profits if they 
can make the aliens' awesome weaponry work. So far, they have failed; activa-
tion of the weaponry requires alien DNA. The tension between the aliens and 
the humans comes to a head when an MNU field operative, Wikus van der 
Merwe (Sharlto Copley), contracts a mysterious virus that begins changing his 
DNA. Wikus quickly becomes the most hunted man in the world, as well as the 
most valuable - he is the key to unlocking the secrets of alien technology. Ostra-
cized and friendless, there is only one place left for him to hide: "District 9".  
Run time:  112 min.  Rated R for bloody violence and pervasive language. 
 

Please join us at this month’s Saturday Story Times at 10AM: 

 February 6 – Theme: Winter 

 February 20 – Theme:  Snowmen 
 

Looking for company while you knit, crochet, or sew?  Come join others with 

similar interests every Tuesday night from 7:0039:00P.M. at our Handwork 

Group Meetings.  Bring any projects you are currently working on (or ideas for 
them!) and teach others, learn from others, share, show-and-tell, and have a 
good time! 
 

The Library wants to help you begin your spring cleaning! Drop off those DVD’s 
you don’t watch anymore, and we’ll share them with our Library patrons! If you 
want to watch them again, you can always check them out yourself!  
 

Out-of-School February 15-19th? Check out our calendar of events on our web 
site for programs and ac-tivities throughout the week—Including a teen song-
writing work-shop with Albany’s own Ashley Pond, on Tuesday, Feb 16th!  
 

Have you checked us out on Facebook?  Visit our new page at 
www.facebook.com/rensselaervillelibrary.  Become a fan and spread the word, 
get updates, check out events, and leave comments.  

Library Bookmark 
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Library Hours:  

 

Tuesday & 

Wednesday:  

10:00 AM to Noon, 

4:00�9:00 PM  

 

Thursday & Friday: 

4:00—9:00 PM  

 

Saturday:  

9:00�1:00 PM 

The next Library 

Board meeting is on 

Monday, February 

15th at 7:00P.M. 

Staff:  
Liz King, Director;  
Katie Caprio, Assistant;  
Barbara Husek, Assistant; 
Zachary Wellstood, Page 

Town of  Rensselaerville 



 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12:  “SECOND FRIDAY” Children’s movie.  (Note:  “First 
Friday” now moved to “Second Friday”, except for the month of May, 2010.) 
Movie begins at 6:30 PM.  Admission: $1.  Bring your own treats. 
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13:  “SECOND SATURDAY MOVIE FOR GROWN- UPS”.   
“DISTRICT 9”.  Highly entertaining, provocative.  Movie begins at 7:00 PM.  Ad-
mission: $2.  BYO treats. 
 

Pilates: Saturdays 9 – 10 AM.  Mat class.  Strengthen your abdominals, gain 
long, lean muscles and work with good alignment.  Appropriate for all levels. 
 

Yoga:  Tuesdays 9 – 10:15 AM.  Move, breathe and relax.  Good for what ails 
you.  Open to all.  Please call Sarah Nelson-Weiss at 239 6825 for more infor-
mation. 
 

You can contact Conkling Hall at 518 797 3459 or read our website at www.ConklingHall.org.  We send 

frequent announcements/reminders about our events.  If you wish to be added to the list, please give 

us your email address at ConkingHall@earthlink.net.  
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Conkling Hall—What’s On In February 

Methodist Hill Road 
Rensselaerville, NY  
(518) 797- 3459 

Medusa Volunteer Fire Department 
 

Company Meeting: Monday, February 1st, at 8:00 PM 

Drill & Work Meeting: Monday, February 8th and 15th at 7:00PM 
 

Rensselaerville Volunteer Fire Department 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!    

Thank you to EVERYONE that helped support the food and toy drive to support the Hilltown Community Resources Thank you to EVERYONE that helped support the food and toy drive to support the Hilltown Community Resources Thank you to EVERYONE that helped support the food and toy drive to support the Hilltown Community Resources Thank you to EVERYONE that helped support the food and toy drive to support the Hilltown Community Resources 
Center. We hope all our neighbors and supporters had a wonderful Holiday!!Center. We hope all our neighbors and supporters had a wonderful Holiday!!Center. We hope all our neighbors and supporters had a wonderful Holiday!!Center. We hope all our neighbors and supporters had a wonderful Holiday!!    

Calls as of December 8Calls as of December 8Calls as of December 8Calls as of December 8thththth : 43 : 43 : 43 : 43    
    

February:     March: 
   1st – 7pm Company Drill   1st – 7pm Company Drill 
   3rd – 7pm Ladies Battalion   3rd – 7pm Ladies Battalion 
     8th – 7pm Company Drill   8th – 7pm Company Drill 
 14th – 8-11am Pancake Breakfast   27th – 4-6pm T.O. Chicken Barbecue 
 24th – 7:30pm Company Meeting   24th – 7:30pm Company Meeting  
       27th – Time TBA – Pot Luck Dinner 
    

February Special Events:  

• 2/14 – 8am to 11 am ( Pancake Breakfast – Fight Cabin Fever and Bring your Sweetheart for something Sweet 
to eat!!  

• 2/27 Potluck dinner – Put on by the RVFD & Conklin Hall   
Come & enjoy the evening w/your friends and neighbors!!!  

 MUSIC by Greg Speck 
COST = 1 dish to share and a nominal fee to be determined.   

  EVERYONE is WELCOME  
 

Looking into the future: 
3/27 – 4pm to 6pm Take Out Chicken Barbeque Pre-sale available in February 
  To Reserve your Meals CALL: Kris Tanner @ 797-5287.  Thank You!!! 
 

Tri-Village Volunteer Fire Department 
Company Meeting: Wednesday, February 3rd at 8:00PM 
 

Rensselaerville Volunteer Ambulance Department 
Company Meeting: Wednesday, February 176h at 7:00PM 

Volunteer News and Events 
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Need Information? Elder Source Line (447-7177) 
has information about Senior Services to help in a 
variety of ways. Call between 8:30AM-12:30PM 
Monday through Friday. Call for free assistance 
with housing options, insurance counseling, bene-
fits and entitlements, community resources, adult 
daycare, and caregiver options. This program is 
funded by United Way of Northeastern New York 
and Senior Services of Albany Foundation. 
 

Senior Citizens Club: We meet on the second 
Tuesday of the month at the Medusa Firehouse at 
noon. $1.00 is collected. ALL senior citizens are 
invited to join the club. Please bring a covered 
dish to share and/or dessert. Members need to 
bring their own plates and utensils. Coffee is pro-
vided. 

Senior Van: Tuesday: Bryant's Center, Greenville 
Thursday: Cobleskill (Wal-Mart) Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday: Van is available to travel to doctor 
appointments. Call Ann Vogel at 797-3376 regard-
ing scheduling and/or arranging for van pick up.  
 

Helderberg Senior Services: Lunches are served 
Monday through Friday at noon for $3.75. A one- 
day advance reservation would be appreciated and 
can be made by calling Marie at 797-3652 between 
9:00AM-1:00PM for information and reservations.  
 

We need volunteer drivers!!!! If you have a valid 
driver’s license and could volunteer a couple 
hours of your time now and then, it would be 
greatly appreciated. Contact Kathy Hallenbeck, 
Town Clerk, for more details. 

Senior Corner 

Town Hall  Will Be Closed 
 

February 15, 2010 in Observance of Presidents Day 

Paid Advertisement 

Request for Proposals 
Town of  Rensselaerville 

 
Please take notice that the Town of Rensselaerville 
is seeking proposals for informational technology 
(IT) maintenance, repair, and support services for 
the Town government computer system located in 
the Town Hall.  The system includes ten (10) PC 
computers presently using Windows XP operating 
system.  The Town is looking for a complete list of 
services, rates, and charges including normal main-
tenance and upgrades, as well as on-site trouble-
shooting or repair services, for a one-, or possibly 
two-year contract.  
 

All proposals are to be in writing (5 copies) and 
mailed or delivered to the Town Clerk’s Office on or 
before close of business on February 9, 2010. Please 
address all proposals to Town Supervisor, Town of 
Rensselaerville, Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, 
NY 12120. Please contact the Town Supervisor at 
518-797-3798 or 239-4225 with any questions or 
with requests for appointments to view the Town’s 
computer system. 
 

Dated: January 14, 2010 
 

By Order of the Town Board 
Kathleen Hallenbeck 
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Extra Helpings Food Buying Club — Available to Everyone 

Extra Helpings is a program of the Regional Food 
Bank of Northeastern New York and is offered to 
the community through The Hilltowns Community 
Resource Center (HCRC) in Westerlo.  The program 
is open to all individuals regardless age or income.  
Extra Helpings has changed the prices and the 
menus being offered. Anyone is welcome to pur-
chase any or all of the package options. The menu 
for each month’s Extra Helpings’ offerings will still 
be published one month in advance. February’s Ex-
tra Helpings menus are as follows: 
 

February’s Regular menu:  $21.00  
• 2.5 lbs. Beef Bottom Round Roast   
• 3 lbs.  I.Q.F. Boneless Chicken Breast  
• 1 lb. Sweet Italian Sausage Links 
• 1 lb. Hamburger 
• 1 Bag Seedless Grapes 
• 1 Wrapped Broccoli     
   

Special #1:  $ 12.50 
• 5lbs. Sliced American Cheese 
 

Special # 2: $ $ 15.50 PASTA BOX 
• 18 oz. Stuffed Shells   

• 12 oz. Sundried Tomato Stuffed Shells 

• 12 oz. Spinach Stuffed Rigatoni   
• 13 oz. Lg. Round Ravioli  
• 16 oz. Tri-color Tortellini  
• 13 oz. Potato and Cheese Pierogi  
• 18 oz. Manicotti   
• 2 qts. Casa Visco Spaghetti Sauce  
 

Special #3: $32.00 MEAT BOX  
• 2.5 lbs. Beef Chuck Pot Roast 
• 3 lbs. I.Q.F. Boneless Chicken Breast  
• 3 lbs. Rope Sweet Italian Sausage (2/ 1.5# pkgs.) 
• 3 lbs. Pepper Steaks 
• 2 lbs. Bulk Breakfast Sausage  

(Substitutions of equal value may be necessary due to availability.) 
 

PLEASE NOTE: .Orders with payment are due at the 

HCRC office by February 5th  for pick-up on Feb3

ruary 23rd. HCRC distributes Extra-Helpings at the 
Rensselaerville Firehouse from 11:00 to 12:00 p.m. and at 
St. Bernadette’s Church in Berne from 11:15 to 11:45 p.m. 
on delivery days.  The pick-up site must be noted with 
each order.  Anyone wishing more information regarding 
Extra-Helpings or other Hilltowns Community Resource 
Center services, please call 797-5256.  HCRC’s mailing 
address is P.O. Box 147, Westerlo, NY 12193.  Please in-
clude your phone number on all correspondence.  
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THANK YOU FROM GARY ZEH AND MARION COOKE 
 

Due to a printing error in the last Town’s newsletter that dropped 
the last line of print, we would like you to know who sent in the 
“mysterious” thank you letter to the voters who supported us dur-
ing the November elections.  It was us!   
 

We have started to work with the other elected officials and em-
ployees of the Town and hope we can establish bipartisan relation-
ships with them so that everyone in the Town will feel that they do 
have a voice in Town Government. 
 

Our motto will always be honesty, integrity and accountability and 
we will continue with that motto during our terms in office.  
 

HAVE A SUCCESSFUL AND HEALTHY 2010 

Paid Advertisement 



 

Page 6 Town of  Rensselaerville 

Middleburgh Library Happenings 
 

2/2 – 9 – 16 3 & 23 – 10:30 AM – Drop3in Storytime  3 Join  us for stories, songs, fingerplays and a 
short movie.  This fun, interactive program is meant for children ages 0-5 and their caregivers. 
 

2/2 – 9 – & 16 3 3:30 PM – Reading with Indy – Indy is a trained and certified therapy dog who along 
with his trainer, Karen Van Dyke, offers non-judgmental ears to your little one.  Children who are just 
beginning to read, need practice reading or simply need a confidence boost, will find Indy a great friend 
 

2/3 – 10 – 17 3 & 24 – 1:00 PM – Wednesday Matinee – Free Popcorn – “The Painted Veil” (PG3 13) – 

“About A Boy” (PG 13) – “Australia” (PG 13) – “Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind” (R) 
 

2/4 – 11 – 18 3 & 25 3 7:00 PM – Knitting Circle – Do you like to knit or crochet or do you participate in 
other fiber arts?  Bring your project and join your neighbors for some creativity and conversation.  
 

2/6 – 1:00 PM – New York History in Its Town Seals – Author Marvin Bubbie will present a fascinating 

look at the officials of New York State.  Registration is Required. 
 

2/8 – 6:00 PM – Blog This !! – Web logs, or blogs are one of the most popular ways to express yourself 
on the internet.  You must be comfortable with the computer and the internet to register for this 

class.  Space is limited.  Registration is Required. 
 

2/13 – 1:00 PM – Simplify Your Life – A workshop with professional organizer Diane Campion. Reg3

istration is Required. 
 

2/16 – 7:00 PM – Book Discussion – “Waiting” by Ha Jin. 
 

2/17 – 10:30 AM – Library Babies 3 This special storytime is designed especially for babies 3 - 14 
months and their caregivers.  We’ll read, sing, bounce and have fun all while teaching pre-literacy skills. 
 

2/20 – 1:00 PM – Mr. Lincoln’s Chair: The Shaker’s and Their Quest for Peace.   Amsterdam author, 

Anita Sanchez, returns to Middleburgh to discuss her latest book.  Registration Required. 
 

2/22 3 & 25 – 2:00 PM 3 Tai Chi 3 The ancient discipline of Tai Chi taught by trained personnel.  Regis3

tration Required. 
 

2/24 – 10:30 AM – Drop in Storytime 3 Come to our once a month Storytime on Wednesday mornings 
with Doreen McCoy.  Miss Doreen will delight your little one with stories and a craft. 
 

2/24 – 12:00 PM – Chat & Chew 3 Bring a bag lunch & join the Director in a discussion about what we’ve 

all been reading! 

Board of  Ethics Opening 
 
Letters of interest are being accepted from those 
persons interested in being considered for an up-
coming opening on the Board of Ethics. The Board 
of Ethics is charged with rendering advisory opin-
ions to the municipal officers and employees of 
the Town of Rensselaerville with regards to the 
Town's Code of Ethics. It is a five-year appoint-
ment and requires an independent thinker who is 
objective and above reproach.  
 

Please submit letters of interest to Town Clerk 
Kathy Hallenbeck no later than February 9, 2010. 

4-H Dog Club 
 

Do you love dogs?  
Want to learn, Have fun,  

Meet other dog lovers like yourself? 
  

Dog ownership not required. 
  

Meetings, field trips, and fun projects planned. 
  
Tentative meetings planned for Thursday Feb. 4 & 
18, 5:30-7:00 PM, Tri-Village Firehouse, Preston 
Hollow 
 
Call 722-8179 for more info. 
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ALL YOU CAN EAT  

B R E A K F A S T 
7 to 11 AM 

 

FEBRUARY 20TH 

MARCH 20TH 

APRIL 17TH 
 

 MEDUSA FIRE COMPANY 
Free Will Offering 

WHAT IS HEAP? 
 

HEAP is an energy assistance program which helps to pay for utility bills. 

Where Can I Apply? 

 Cornell University Cooperative Extension/CHOICES 
 Faith Plaza, Route 9W, Ravena, NY 12143 
 

02/01/10   Hilltown Resource Center,  Westerlo, 12:30am-3:30pm 
02/04/10   Cornell Cooperative Extension, Voorheesville, 3:00pm-6:00pm 
02/17/10   Bethlehem Town Hall, 4:30pm-6:30pm 
02/17/10   WIC Lutheran Church, Berne,  9:30am-12:30pm 
03/04/10   Cornell cooperative Extension, 3:00pm-6:00pm 
03/10/10   Families Together, East Berne, 9:00am-12:00pm 
03/11/10   Rensselaerville Town Hall, 12:30pm-3:30pm 
03/17/10   Bethlehem Town Hall, 4:30pm-6:30pm 
04/01/10   Cornell Cooperative Extension, Voorheesville, 3:00pm-6:00pm                     
 

To apply for Emergency HEAP you must apply at the HEAP certifier office and then take the application 
to Albany County Department of Social Services located at 162 Washington Avenue, Albany 

Call 756-8650  for more information regarding eligibility and document requirements. 
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Church Services 

Preston Hollow Baptist Church 
Route 145, Preston Hollow,  
239-6544 
Worship: Sunday - 11:00AM 
 

Rensselaerville Presbyterian Church 
Summer Session Worship - 11:00AM  
Coffee Hour following Service 

 

United Church of Christ 
Medusa, 239-6119 
Worship: Sunday - 10:00AM 

 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
Trinity Lane, Rensselaerville,  
797-5395 
Holy Eucharist & Church School Sunday 
11:00AM 
 

Potter Hollow Union Church 

4824 Potter Hollow Mountain Road 
Potter Hollow, 263-4478 
Worship: Sunday - 10:00AM 
Coffee Hour & Sunday School—11:30AM 

Town of  Rensselaerville 

Please Take Notice: 
 

Supervisor Dermody Office Hours: 
 

Monday, Wednesday ~ 9am to 12 noon 
Friday following Town Board meetings ~ 9am to 12 noon 

Other Times by Appointment 

HILLTOWNS COMMUNITY 

RESOURCE CENTER Catholic 
Charities VITA Program 

 
The Hilltowns Community Re-
source center is coordinating 
the VOLUNTEER INCOME TAX 
ASSITANCE Program for the 
Hilltown area. This service will 

provide free Federal and State 
income tax return preparation 

for income qualified individuals and families.  If 
members of your household earned $49,000 or less 
in 2009, you may qualify for this service. Tax 
preparation will be done at Conkling Hall in Rensse-
laerville on Tuesday, February 9, 2010 and appoint-
ments are available from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

 
Please call HCRC at 797-5256 with any questions 
regarding this service and to make an appointment. 
Information regarding documentation required for 
participation in the VITA program will be given 
when appointments are made. 

P
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2010 Appointments 
 
Town Board – Dale Dorner 
Deputy Supervisor – Jeffry Pine 
Town Attorney – Joseph Catalano 
Deputy Town Attorney – Jon Kosich 
Clerk 1/Bookkeeper – Andrea Cornwell 
Town Veterinarian – Dr. Dianne Biederman 
Civil Defense Coordinator – Brian Wood 
Civil Defense Officer – Gerald Wood 
Deputy Highway Superintendent – E. David Potter 
Water Treatment Officer/Sewage Treatment Officer – Delwin Shaver 
Deputy Water Treatment/Sewage Treatment Officer – Gerritt Platel 
Water Committee Members – Michael Weber (12/31/2013); Tom Delp (12/31/2015) 
Clerk 2 to Assessors – Rachel Chase 
Dog Control Officer – Cheryl Tefft-Baitsholts 
Refuse/Recycling Officer – Jon Whitbeck 
Substitute Refuse/Recycling Officer – Edward Pizzigati, Ronald Bates 
Historian – Irene Olson 
Planning Board Member – Sherri Pine (12/31/2016) 
Planning Board Chairman – Muriel Frasher 
Planning Board/Zoning Board Secretary – Kathryn Wank 
Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer – Mark Overbaugh 
Zoning Board of Appeals Member – Brian Wood  (12/31/2014) 
Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman – Alden Pierce  
Registrar of Vital Statistics – Kathleen A. Hallenbeck 
Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector/Registrar – Dee Andrus 
Court Clerks – Gail La Plante, Lynette Terrell 
Records Inventory Clerk – Dee Andrus 
Senior Employee – Ronald Bates 
Engineer to Town – Francis Bossolini 
Wind Power Committee – Noel Abbott, Alan Wilson, Melissa McGrath, Peter Sedlmeir 
Clerk to Highway Superintendent – Tabled 
Clerk to Building/Code Enforcement Officer - Rachel Chase 
Town Accountant – Tabled 
Newsletter Coordinator – Nancy Class 
Assistant to Newsletter Coordinator – Tabled 
Senior Services Coordinators – Ann Vogel, Clara Potter 
Assistant Senior Services – Tabled  
Constable – Richard Simons 
Temporary FEMA Clerk – Joyce Chase 
Mileage - $.50  

Official Newspaper – The Greenville Press  
Depositories – The Bank of Greene County 
Meeting Date – 2nd Thursday of the month, 7 PM; Work Meeting 
  Tuesday before the  second Thursday, 7 PM 
Financial Report – due 60 days after the close of business 
Association of Towns Meeting in February – Delegate: Gary Chase; Alternate: John  Kudlack 
Wages and payment schedule adopted 
 
(Note: The term of office for all appointments is through December 31, 2010, unless otherwise noted.) 
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CLAM CHOWDER 

 

AT THE MEDUSA FIRE HOUSE 
 

   FEBRUARY 5th 

MARCH 5th 
 

PICK UP AND/OR LUNCH 

11:00 AM TO 1:00PM 
 

MANHATTAN OR NEW ENGLAND 

CHOWDER 
 

$5.00 PER QUART 

      

PRE-ORDER OR LATE PICKUP 

CALL 797-3455 
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Hamlet Receives Rare Designation from the Preservation League 
 
On January 19th, the Preservation League of New York State announced that the historic district of Rensse-
laerville is one of the seven sites that the League will spotlight in 2010.  
 

The “Seven to Save” designation does not include any financial award. Nor does the recognition levy any 
new regulations, limitations, or oversight. Instead, “Seven to Save” promises the League’s support in identi-
fying funding sources as well as expert advice on community revitalization strategies. The designation also 
increases a site’s visibility for future grant support for preservation and restoration of historic buildings.  
 

Begun in 1999, the Seven to Save initiative is part of the Preservation League’s “Endangered Properties Pro-
gram,” and is most often awarded to individual structures. Instead of competing for individual recogni-
tion, however, the groups that own some of the hamlet’s most important historic buildings --- The Town of 
Rensselaerville Library, Conkling Hall, Trinity Episcopal Church, The Presbyterian Church, as well as own-
ers of the Catalpa House, Bell’s Hotel and the Palmer House Café --- came together to apply for the award 
for the entire historic district. The strategy was in line with what makes the hamlet architecturally signifi-
cant.  
 

“A few of our buildings are of individual architectural significance and are cited in architectural texts,” 
said Jan Bishop, chairperson of the Rensselaerville Historical District Association, the 47-member group 
that spearheaded the effort, “but taken together, the collection of Colonial Georgian, Federal and Greek 
Revival buildings is rare and even more significant.”  
 

“The strategy of nominating itself as a unified community could,” said Assemblyman John J. McEneny, “set 
a valuable precedent as to how historical preservation should be looked at in the future.”  
 

Indeed, even as the Seven to Save designation was announced at a gathering at the Museum of the City of 
New York on January 19th, members of the ad-hoc committee were planning their next meeting.   
 

“If all the parties can establish a working relationship that creates a long-term plan for funding the mainte-
nance of historical buildings as well as a program for economic development that is needed to sustain the 
structures, the “Seven to Save” project will be a great success,” said committee-member Ken Storms.   
 

Meanwhile, the serious deterioration to the Presbyterian church’s landmark steeple, the ailing retaining 
wall at the Grist Mill, the ongoing efforts to retrofit the library for disability access, along with moisture 
problems in the basement of the library and Main Street row houses and repairs of State Route 85, have 
more than one architect creating proposals --- and more than one concerned citizen trying to imagine how 
to shoulder the cost of responsible stewardship of this unique collection of 19th century structures.  
 

Copies of the Seven to Save nomination will be available at the Rensselaerville Library as well as the Rens-
selaerville Historical District Association by February 1, 2009. The newsletter and town website will con-
tain regular updates of the Seven to Save Project.  
 

For further information or to volunteer, contact Jan Bishop, 797-9727 or John Arrighi, 797-3114. 
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Richard Carle to the area, and he assisted in the establishment of the medical facility in Westerlo in honor of Dr. 
Anna Perkins.  He was one of the founders and was a member of the Rensselaerville Volunteer Ambulance Squad 
since its formation until the 1990’s. 

• And most of all, we note that Bob performed perhaps the greatest public service when he served his country in 
World War II in the Army Corp.  He has been an active member of the Clark White American Legion since 1959 
and has been both the Commander and County Commander of the post during his membership. 
ACCORDINGLY, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville, that the Town 

Board hereby officially acknowledges J. Robert Lansing’s public service which is unsurpassed in the history of this 
wonderful Town, and the Town Board sincerely offers its greatest appreciation to Bob for the continued dedication 
and exemplary public service in which he has served the Town of Rensselaerville, our country and community.       
 The foregoing resolution was made by Supervisor Nickelsberg and 2nd by Councilwoman Pine. 
  A roll call vote was taken with the following results; 

Supervisor Nickelsberg – AYE; Councilwoman Dermody – AYE; Councilwoman Pine - AYE 
Councilwoman Dermody presented the plaque to Donna, which read as follows; 

 Presented to 
 J. Robert Lansing 

 In recognition of and appreciation for your 
 many years to dedicated service to the  

 Town of Rensselaerville 
 December 2009 

Donna Kropp thanked everyone on behalf of her father, mother, sisters, and brother.  Her father fell in love with this 
community in 1934 when he moved here as a young boy.  His goal was to improve the quality of life in the Town of 
Rensselaerville and to bring everyone together with a common purpose.  He made a point of getting to know almost 
everyone who lived in Town. This way he was able to learn what was important to them and help him to make a deci-
sion to move this Town forward.  He continually worked hard for what he felt was best for the Town. He strived for 
compromise and teamwork.  He was very dedicated; he served you with honesty, integrity, and pride.  If he were here 
tonight he would say “Thank you to all of you for giving me for the opportunity to serve the Town of Rensselaerville 
for so many years in so many capacities.”  Thank you. 

After the presentation was made, the following people spoke honoring Councilman Lansing: Supervisor 
Nickelsberg, Town Clerk Hallenbeck, Myra Dorman, Marion Cooke, and Don. Parker. 
 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

• Mr. Glorioso, a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals, mentioned that the ZBA would like the Town Board to 
consider Allan Wilson for to fill the vacancy created when Michael Weber was elected assessor.   

• Gary Zeh, Superintendent Elect, asked why the salt shed is not full since winter is on us.  The Town Board sug-
gested that Supervisor Nickelsberg contact Superintendent Chase and Deputy Superintendent Potter and discuss 
the salt issue with them.  

 

MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilwoman Dermody to accept the minutes of the Regular Meeting – November 
12, 2009, the Public Hearing – November 4, 2009 and the Public Hearing Continuation – November 10, 2009, 2nd by 

Councilwoman Pine. A vote was taken and unanimously carried. 
  

 TRANSFERS: Clerk 1 Cornwell explained the transfers to the Town Board at their Work Meeting on December 8, 
2009. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dermody to make the following transfers as explained by Clerk 1 
Cornwell on December 8, 2009; 
FROM:    TO:     AMOUNT: 
General Transfers: 
A1110.2   A1110.4    $930.00 
Justice Equipment  Justice Contractual 
    A1990.4    $415.00   
                A1330.4      180.00 
Contingency Account  Tax Collection Account   
    A1430.4         65.00 
    Personnel Contractual      
    A5010.4       170.00 
    Supt. Of Highways Contractual 
 

Highway Transfers:    

(Continued from page 1) 
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DA3521.3 Increase Chips Revenue            $108,000.00 
FROM:     TO:    AMOUNT: 
DA5150.4 Increase Chips Appropriations       108,000.00 
DA5110.1    DA5110.4         9,600.00 
General Repairs Payroll   General repairs Contractual 
DA879 Decrease Fund Balance Appropriated      240,000.00 
DA 5151.4 Increase FEMA Appropriations      240,000.00 
 

Lighting Transfers: 
Decrease SL 910 Fund Balance                          $620.00 
Increase SL 5182.41 Street Lighting Contractual            $350.00 
Increase SL 5182.43 Street Lighting Contractual            $270.00 
 

Sewer Transfers:   
Decrease SS911 Fund Balance                            444.00 
Increase SS81110.2 Admin. Sewer Equipment                84.00 
Increase SS8110.4 Admin Sewer Contractual              360.00 
 

Water Transfers: 
SW 8340.4 Transmission Water Contr. SW8330.4 Purification          $350.00  
 

 2nd by Councilwoman Pine. A vote was taken and unanimously carried. 
 

WARRANT3 2009312, VOUCHERS,BILLS: December 7, 2009 - V09-846-907: The General Fund - $22,736.40; Highway 
Fund - $19,688.67; Lighting District - $628.64; Water District - $30.00;  Sewer District - $406.00; FEMA - $428.40; To-
tal - $43,918.11; Pre-Pays – V09-831 – 840; General Fund - $15,840.02; Highway Fund - $5,460.93; Sewer Fund - 
$55.46.  Total - $21,356.41          

A motion was made by Supervisor Nickelsberg to pay all bills and vouchers as submitted tonight; he will be 

signing under protest; 2nd by Councilwoman Dermody. A vote was taken and unanimously carried. 
 

ENHANCED COMPUTER SYSTEMS: Councilwoman Dermody mentioned that Clerk 1 Cornwell has submitted two 
vouchers from Enhanced Fund Accounting MTX Systems for municipal accounting.   We need to pay the license cost 
to catch us up to date for 2009. The cost is $800.00.  Then we will them have to pay the updates for 2010 in 2010. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dermody to go back to the previous accounting system, Enhanced 

Fund Accounting MTX and pay the $800.00 to catch up on the license fee; 2nd by Supervisor Nickelsberg. A 

vote was taken and unanimously carried. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 

• LETTERS – EMAILS – BOB BOLTE - Supervisor Nickelsberg read the following letters and emails from residents 
requesting that Bob Bolte be put into the vacant councilperson seat which will occur on January 1, 2010; Jane 
Hershey, Bill & Kellie Ormsbee, Noel Abbott, James & Eldeen Gifford, Bernard & Kim Aloisi.  There was a total of 
53 letters, emails, and slips sent in.  

• PETITIONS – BOB BOLTE – Petitions were submitted in favor of Bob Bolte for the councilman seat which will 
open up on January 1, 2010.  There were 141 signatures on the petitions. 

Some of the people sending in letters, slips, and emails names were also on the petitions. 
 

REPORTS 

SUPERVISOR 

FEMA: Supervisor Nickelsberg mentioned that Councilwoman Dermody is coming to grips with the FEMA and CHIPs 
projects. Councilwoman Dermody is working on the FEMA projects, She mentioned that they are missing half of the 
folders.  It is a very time consuming project.  She explained what you need to work on the project  
 

Supervisor Nickelsberg mentioned that he has to try and get the bids in here for the cameras out back.   
Supervisor Nickelsberg asked if it is legal for Councilwoman Dermody to chair the last meeting of the year.  
Attorney Kosich, she cannot do that. 
 

SICKLER, TORCHIA, ALLEN & CHURCHILL – FORENSIC AUDIT  
Councilwoman Dermody had a letter from this firm that was sent in July concerning the risk assessment.  Supervi-
sor Nickelsberg read the letter.  Councilwoman Dermody mentioned that this needs to be signed and sent back so 
we can receive our final copy of the risk assessment.  
Supervisor Nickelsberg mentioned that there are about 8 items on the letter that he won’t sign off on. 
Supervisor Nickelsberg will call Sickler, Torchia, Allen & Churchill to discuss this letter. 
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Councilwoman Dermody asked if Supervisor Nickelsberg had written the letter to Gene Smith yet.  Supervisor 
Nickelsberg mentioned that the letter is done and that he will have Clerk 1 Cornwell type it. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dermody to accept the Supervisor’s Financial Report which was given 

at the work meeting; 2nd by Councilwoman Pine. A vote was taken and unanimously carried. 
 

ATTORNEY KOSICH: Attorney Kosich mentioned that we need to take care of the BAN and RANS for the Water and 
Sewer Districts and the Permits for the work to be done on the Impounding DAM. 
 

PERMITS – IMPOUNDING DAM: Jack Long, Water/Sewer Committee member, mentioned that there are a couple of 
changes for the SPEDES Permit that need to be made before sending the permit in.  Number 7 - change to 0.1756; 
Number 11 - check “NO”.   

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dermody to amend the SPEDES Permit and insert the changes on # 7 

and # 11 as stated above and then submit it to NYSDEC; 2nd by Councilwoman Pine. A vote was taken and 

unanimously carried. 
 

Attorney Kosich mentioned that we need to do Revenue Anticipations Notes for the Rensselaerville Water District 
and Rensselaerville Sewer District and a Bond Anticipation Note for the Rensselaerville Water District. 
 

RENSSELAERVILLE WATER DISTRICT – RENVENUE ANTICIPATION NOTE 
RESOLUTION OF DECEMBER 17, 2009, AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF REVENUE ANTICIPATION NOTE FOR THE COST 
OF OPERATION OF THE RENSSELAERVILLE WATER DISTRICT NO. 1: The following resolution was presented to the 
Town Board by Councilwoman Dermody: 

 WHEREAS, due to delinquencies in the payment of certain water rents, fees and/or assessments due from 
properties within the Town of Rensselaerville Water District No. 1 (the “District”), the Town Board desires to issue a 
short-term note in anticipation of revenues to be received from properties within said special District in the fiscal 
year 2010; and 

WHEREAS, the issuance of such revenue anticipation note is necessary in order to balance the books for the 
District for the fiscal year 2009 and to ensure there are sufficient funds in which to operate the District until the 
anticipated revenues are received;   

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville as follows: 
1. The Town Supervisor is hereby authorized to execute a revenue anticipation note in the amount of 

$3,247.50 payable on or about December 28, 2009 together with interest thereon from the date of execu-
tion in order to finance the cost of the operation and maintenance of the water supply system of the Town 
of Rensselaerville Water District No. 1.  Execution of the revenue anticipation note is issued in anticipation 
of the real estate taxes, assessments, and/or water rents which are to be levied and/or re-levied against the 
real property located in the Rensselaerville Water District No. 1 in the year 2010.  A copy of the proposed 
revenue anticipation note is attached hereto and made part hereof.  

2. The full faith and credit of the Town of Rensselaerville, Albany County, New York, are hereby irrevocable 
pledged to the payment of principal and interest on said Note as the same shall respectively become due 
and payable.  An annual appropriation of the Town of Rensselaerville shall be made in each year sufficient 
to pay the principal and interest on such note becoming due and payable in such year. 

3. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to fix the terms, conditions, form, and con-
tents of the Revenue Anticipation Note authorized pursuant to this resolution is hereby delegated to the 
Supervisor of the Town of Rensselaerville, its chief fiscal officer.  Such Note shall be for the maximum total 
principal amount of $3,247.50 at prevailing market rate of interest and shall be of such other terms, form 
and contents, and shall be sold in such manner as may be prescribed by said Supervisor, consistent with 
the provisions of the Local Finance Law.    

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

2nd by Councilwoman Pine. A roll call vote was taken and unanimously carried. 
 

RENSSELAERVILLE SEWER DISTRICT REVENUE ANTICIPATION NOTE –  The following resolution was made by Coun-
cilwoman Dermody;  

 WHEREAS, due to delinquencies in the payment of certain sewer rents, fees and/or assessments due from 
properties within the Town of Rensselaerville Sewer District No. 1 (the “District”), the Town Board desires to issue a 
short-term note in anticipation of revenues to be received from properties within said special District in the fiscal 
year 2010; and  

 WHEREAS, the issuance of such revenue anticipation note is necessary in order to balance the books for the 
District for the fiscal year 2009 and to ensure there are sufficient funds in which to operate the District until the 
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anticipated revenues are received;  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville as follows: 
1. The Town Supervisor is hereby authorized to execute a revenue anticipation note in the amount of 

$4,338.75 payable on or about December 28, 2009 together with interest thereon from the date of 
execution in order to finance the cost of the operation and maintenance of the sewer system of the 
Town of Rensselaerville Sewer District No. 1.  Execution of the revenue anticipation note is issued in 
anticipation of the real estate taxes, assessments, and/or sewer rents which are levied and/or re-
levied against the real property located in the Rensselaerville Sewer District No. 1 in the year 2010.  A 
copy of the proposed revenue anticipation note is attached hereto and made part hereof. 

2. The full faith and credit of the Town of Rensselaerville, Albany County, New York, are hereby irrevo-
cable pledged to the payment of principal and interest on said Note as the same shall respectfully 
become due and payable.  Ann annual appropriation of the Town of Rensselaerville shall be made in 
each year sufficient to pay the principal and interest on such note becoming due and payable in such 
year. 

3. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to fix the terms, conditions, form, and 
contents of the Revenue Anticipation Note authorized pursuant to this resolution is hereby delegated 
to the Supervisor of the Town of Rensselaerville, its chief fiscal officer.  Such Note shall be for the 
maximum total principal amount of $4,338.75 at prevailing market rate if interest and shall be of 
such other terms, form and content, and shall be sold in such manner as may be prescribed by said 
Supervisor, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 

This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

2nd by Supervisor Nickelsberg. A roll call vote was taken and unanimously carried.  
 

RENSSELAERVILLE WATER DISTRICT – BOND ANTICIPATION NOTE: The following resolution was made by Coun-
cilwoman Dermody: 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board has adopted a bond resolution authorizing the issuance of serial bonds of the 
Town of Rensselaerville in the maximum amount of $150,000.00 to pay off the cost of reconstruction and reha-
bilitating the Lake Myosotis dam as part of the water supply for Rensselaerville Water District No. 1 (the 
“District”); and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board has authorized the issuance of a note or notes in anticipation of the issuance 
of the aforementioned serial bonds and renewals thereof by the adoption of resolutions in 1994, 1995, 1996, 
1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008; and  

 WHEREAS, the Town Board desires to renew the Bond Anticipation Note previously authorized and issued 
in the principal amount of $16,800.00;  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville as follows;  
 Section 1.  The specific objects or purposes for which obligations are to be issued pursuant to this resolu-
tion are to finance the cost of the reconstruction and rehabilitation on the Lake Myosotis dam for the use of the 
Town’s water district in order to safely maintain an adequate public water supply and to prevent the encroach-
ment of or damage from flood or storm waters. 

Section 3.  Pursuant and subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the Town Board hereby au-
thorizes the issuance of a Bond Anticipation Note previously issued in the amount of $16,800.00 in principal.  The 
period of maturity from the Bond Anticipation Note authorized pursuant to this resolution shall be one year from 
the date of such Note and shall be renewed by resolution of the Town Board.   
 Section 4.  The full faith and credit of the Town of Rensselaerville, Albany County, new York, are hereby 
irrevocable pledged to the payment of principal and interest on said Bond Anticipation Note as the same shall be 
respectively become due and payable.  An annual appropriation of the Town of Rensselaerville shall be due and 
payable in such year. 
 Section 5.  Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to fix the terms, conditions, 
form, and contents of the Bond Anticipation Note authorized pursuant to this resolution is hereby delegated to 
the Supervisor of the Town of Rensselaerville, its chief fiscal officer.  Such Note shall be for the maximum total 
principal amount of $16,800.00 at prevailing market rate of interest and shall be of such other terms, form and 
contents, and shall be sold in such manner as may be prescribed by said Supervisor, consistent with the provi-
sions of the Local Finance Law. 
 Section 6.  This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

  2nd by Councilwoman Pine. A roll call vote was taken and unanimously carried. 
 

Attorney Kosich had nothing else to report. 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Pine to accept Attorney Kosich’s report; 2nd by Councilwoman Der-
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mody.  A vote was taken and unanimously carried. 
 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

SEASONAL ROADS: A motion was made by Councilwoman Pine to accept the Seasonal Roads as follows:  Olmo Road 
– from CR 353 to new building lot; Gulf Road Extension – 2/10 mile in from CR 12; Kenyon Road – if unable to plow 
whole road, we will plow to the ½ way point from CR 358; Roney Road – 1 ½ miles in off Pearson Road; Edwards Hill 
Road, from Feiner’s pole barn to Route #145.  These roads are limited use seasonal roads and will not be maintained 
from December 1, 2009 to March 31, 2010 and that the Town Clerk be authorized to put a notice in the paper. 2nd by 

Councilwoman Pine. A vote was taken and unanimously carried. 
 

WORKERS COMPENSATION BILL: Supervisor Nickelsberg mentioned that we received a bill for our Workers Compen-
sation and the bill has gone up around $11, 000.00 because of the incidents we have had.   This is a bill for 2010; we 
will have to go through the budget and see where we can get the funding.  Clerk 1 Cornwell will be asked what line 
items we can take from. 
 

TOWN CLERK: Town Clerk Hallenbeck reported the following collected for the month of November 2009 for the 
Town Clerk Department – Total  - $2206.62.  Paid to Supervisor Nickelsberg (fees) - $583.67; Albany County Treas-
urer (Dog Lic.) - $16.45; NYS Agriculture & Markets (spay/neuter program) - $12.00; NYS Environmental Conservation 
(Sport Lic.) - $1594.50.  Water Rents Collected - $1663.85.   Sewer Rents Collected - $2172.42. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dermody to accept the Town Clerk’s report; 2nd by Councilwoman 

Pine. A vote was taken and unanimously carried. 
 

BUILDING INSPECTOR/CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER: Code Enforcement Officer’s Overbaugh reported for the 
month of November 2009 the following: 1 – Home Addition and 1 New Home Construction. Total Collected - 
$175.32.       
   

TOWN OWNED PROPERTY AT 180.-2-24 POTTER HOLLOW – behind the old school house.  A verbal complaint was 
received concerning this old building.  CEO Overbaugh looked at the barn located on this property. His findings are 
as follows: The structural integrity of the barn is extremely questionable due to   leaning walls, cracked beams, 
chimney ready to fall, and some of the perimeter walls are open for ingress by anyone including children and va-
grants. 
His recommendations are:  (1) Immediately board up the exterior wall openings at least 8’ high to prevent usage by 
kids or vagrants. (2) Demolish and remove building because of structural deficiencies, unless the Town has an engi-
neer look at the building with a different opinion of the structural integrity of the building. 
   The Town Board thought that when they bought this property that it was a vacant lot.  Investigation will be 
made to determine if this building is on parcel #180.-2-24 that the Town purchased.   
 

VICTORIA LANE – NEW HOME: Attorney Kosich asked about the new home on Victoria Lane. Does this person know 
that this is not a Town road?  CEO Overbaugh has told the owner that it is not a Town Road.  The home is700 feet 
off the main road.  Attorney Kosich suggested that CEO Overbaugh follow up with a letter as soon as possible.  CEO 
Overbaugh will do this. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dermody to accept CEO Overbaugh’s monthly report; 2nd by Council-

woman Pine. A vote was taken and unanimously carried. 
 

ASSESSING DEPARTMENT: Assessor Pine reported the following:  
• The paperwork for exemptions are due by March 1st.  Seniors who reach 65 years of age by December 31st must 

submit their paperwork for the senior enhanced star by March 1st. 
• New York State Retirement – Tier 5: This has been passed. Assessor Pine explained Tier 5 to the Town Board and 

the audience.  
• Pace Program – Assessor Pine explained that this is a program where people  can borrow the money from the 

Town and it will be added to their tax bill to do work on your home.  It will stay on the tax bill until it is paid 
off.  Assessor Pine will get more information concerning this program. 

• The Star Tax Rebate Check program has been eliminated. 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Dermody to accept the Assessors report; 2nd by Councilwoman Pine. 

A vote was taken and unanimously carried. 
 

BUDGET COMMITTEE: Supervisor Nickelsberg read the following report from Joli Pizzigati, Chairperson of the 
Budget Committee.   

“I would like to thank the board for allowing me to be on the Budget Committee. The budget committee has 
wrapped up for the year and would like to know if we will be needed next year.  The only request I have tonight is I 
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would really like to see some type of RFP procedure in place.  Or just your word that when a vendor’s bid is ac-
cepted, the bookkeeper gets a copy of the final bid amount so it can be tracked.   

On behalf of the Town Budget Committee I would like to thank the Board for appointing us to serve and 
contribute to our Town for the past year.  

The Budget Committee has finished their year of appointment and brought as number of recommenda-
tions during the year.  The recommendations that I would like to emphasize is that an RFP procedure be put in 
place as a Town policy.  Failing immediate implementation of this policy, the Board’s commitment that an ac-
cepted bill will be monitored by the bookkeeper for conformance throughout the life of the bid. 

The Budget Committee is also seeking an indication of the Board’s intentions for re-appointment or dis-
continuing the Committee’s role for the upcoming year. 

Once again, thank you for this opportunity to serve our Town and your support throughout the year.” 
 

CURRENT EVENTS: The Medusa Fire Company is holding a breakfast on Saturday December 21st, 7 to 11AM.   
 

BOARD OF ETHICS: Georgette Koenig reported no activity. 
 

RENSSELAERVILLE WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE: The RANS, BAN and SEQR Permit were discussed during the 
Attorney’s Report. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

ROOF BID: Three bids were received for the Roof.  Bids were received from the following contractors; 
• Richard Wilkie Roofing and Construction, County Route 10, Box 301, Prattsville, NY 12468.  Mr. Wilkie bid 

$18,000.00.   Non-collusive bidding certificate accompanies the bid. 
• All Points Construction, PO Box 237, Greenville, NY 12083.  Mr. Shufelt bid $15,500.00.  Non-collusive bidding 

certificate accompanied the bid. 
• Marks Remodeling, Mark Duncan, 415 Siebert Road, Medusa, NY 12120.  Mr. Duncan submitted a bid for 

$12,450.00.  Non-collusive bidding certificate accompanies the bid. 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Dermody to award the bid to Marks Remodeling, 415 Siebert Road, 
Medusa, NY 12120 for the bid price of $12,450.00 contingent on money in this year’s budget, if not effec-

tive 2010; 2nd by Councilwoman Pine. A vote was taken and unanimously carried. 
 

OLD WASTE OIL: Supervisor Nickelsberg would like to know where the oil went and where the containers went. 
It was mentioned that Jon Whitbeck was told to get rid of the old oil.   
Supervisor Nickelsberg will contact Jon Whitbeck, Recycling Coordinator, to discuss the old oil and containers.   
 

SECURITY CAMERAS – BACK YARD: Supervisor Nickelsberg mentioned that he contacted three companies and is 
waiting for one more company to submit their quote.   
 

ROUTE 85 PROJECT: Councilwoman Dermody mentioned that the application was submitted and somewhere 
along the line a citizen group should be activated to from the Hamlet to see exactly what they want out of this.  
The Town Board has come out strongly against spending any town money for the improvement of the State Road.   
 

NEW BUSINESS 

RENSSELAERVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY – NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBER – ALBERTO CAPUTO: A motion 
was made by Councilwoman Dermody to add Alberto Caputo to the Rensselaerville Volunteer Fire Company’s 

membership list as an associate member; 2nd by Supervisor Nickelsberg.  A vote was taken and unanimously car(

ried. 
 

RENSSELAERVILE  WATER DISTRICT – RAN & BAN: These were taken care of under the Attorney’s Report. 
 

RENSSELAERVILLE SEWER DISTRICT – RAN: This was taken care of under the Attorney’s Report. 
 

JUSTICE MILLER: Justice Miller needs funding to put into the Justice Checking Account to cover any bad checks 
that come in; $500.00 is needed. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dermody to transfer the $500.00 needed by Justice Miller to open 

and put into a justice checking account; 2nd by Supervisor Nickelsberg. A vote was taken and unanimously 

carried. 
 

FINAL TOWN BOARD MEETING – DECEMBER 30, 2009 – 7PM: A motion was made by Councilwoman Dermody to 

(Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on page 18) 

December 2009 Town Board Minutes Summary 

Volume 21, Number 2 



 
Page 18 

December 2009 Town Board Minutes Summary 

hold the Final Meeting for 2009 on December 30, 2009 at 7 PM at the Town Hall; 2nd by Councilwoman Pine. A vote was taken and 

unanimously carried. 
 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING – JANUARY 1, 2010 – 11AM: A motion was made Councilwoman Pine to hold the Organizational 

Meeting on January 1, 2010 at 11 AM at the Town Hall; 2nd by Councilwoman Dermody.  A vote was taken and unanimously 

carried. 
 

SENIOR BUS/CAR – UPDATED RULES & REGULATIONS: Councilwoman Dermody read the following proposed updated rules and 
regulations for the senior bus and senior car (updated would be numbers 2, 3, 7, and 8 of the regulations). 
 #2. The bus will be used for individual medical appointments only when the passenger’s only means of mobility is a 
wheelchair.  Those passengers able to use a walker, cane, or other aid (other than a wheelchair) will be assigned the use of the car 
(when available) rather than the bus. 
 #3. Passengers who require a personal aide/assistant must provide their own.  The Town of Rensselaerville will not 
provide such assistance due to liability to the Town.      
 #7. Drivers and passengers will be treated with respect and courtesy.  Any violations of this policy are to be re-
ported in writing to the Town Clerk as soon as possible after the incident. 
 #8. There will be no food, drink, or smoking in the vehicle.   
The Town Board discussed each one of these items at length.  #8 was changed to “There will be absolutely no smoking in the vehi-
cle”. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Pine to adopt the changes as stated in Numbers 2,3,7 and 8 (as changed above); 2nd 
by Supervisor Nickelsberg.  

These Rules & Regulations will be sent to the Town of Westerlo. 
 

ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS SCHOOLING – NEW OFFICIALS: The Association of Towns is offering schooling in January 2010 in Al-
bany for new officials.  Three officials would like to attend. 

A motion was made by Supervisor Nickelsberg that newly elected officials be authorized to attend this schooling in Al-

bany and that their expenses be reimbursed; 2nd by Councilwoman Pine. A vote was taken and unanimously carried. 
 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS: Discussed under audience comments were the transfers made tonight, Workers Compensation Insurance, 
does the Town have a safety committee, a forensic audit, Route 85 project, and security cameras. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Councilwoman Dermody to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 PM; 2nd by Councilwoman Pine. A 

vote was taken and unanimously carried. 
 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 

Kathleen A. Hallenbeck, Town Clerk 
 

NOTE:  Full Town Board Minutes can be found on the Town website (www.rensselaerville.com) or at the Town Hall.  
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Head for the Hills – the Albany Hilltowns 
 By Janet Haseley, Research Chair, Town of Rensselaerville Historical Society 

 

Berne native Hal Miller has compiled a wealth of information about Rensselaerville and the three other “Albany Hilltowns” (Berne, 
Knox and Westerlo) on a website that allows readers to add information and to make corrections. It is www.albanyhilltowns.com and 
we encourage you to visit it. There are 2086 articles on this site so far and by the first of January 2010 it had been visited 4012 
times. The software used is MediaWiki. 
 

A number of area people, and even some who live at a distance, have contributed information to the Albany Hilltowns site and every-
one is invited to make corrections, add new information, and to submit suggestions and comments. 
 

Topics included in the site are Goals, Geography and Demographics, Visitor Attractions and Facilities, History, Military History, 
Farms, Historic Homes, Family History and Stories, Historic Businesses, Current Farms and Businesses, Churches, Schools, Organiza-
tions, Cemeteries, Hamlets, Photo Gallery, External Links and Sources. Each of these topics has numerous sub headings which include 
items such as maps, barns, deeds and leases, biographies, genealogies, information on both historic and current churches, inventory 
of cemeteries, and details on each of the hamlets. For example, the Military History is broken down into Revolutionary War, Civil War, 
World War I, World War II, Korean Conflict and Vietnam War. 
 

Everyone is encouraged to submit photos, family history stories, biographies and information of places of interest in the Hilltown 
area. Directions for submitting are on the albanyhilltowns.com site. 
 

The opening sentence of the Visitor Attractions and Facilities page says “The Albany hill towns are known for their natural beauty, 
pastoral rural countryside, rolling hills, meandering creeks, waterfalls and forest land”. The new “Head for the Hills” page has links 
to visitor information pages for each of the four hill towns. Hal Miller says “Most of the official town pages for each of the hill towns 
have little or no information for folks who might want to visit the towns.” He goes on to say that if the towns find the Head for the 
Hills pages accurate and up to date, any of the towns are welcome to link to the Albany Hilltowns information and to use the infor-
mation to update their official information pages. 
 

Hal Miller derives no income from the Albanyhilltowns.com site and personally underwrites the costs associated with making it avail-
able to the public. 
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Town Board Meetings  
Second Thursday 7:00 pm  

 

Working Meeting  
Tuesday 7:00 pm 

before regular meeting   
 

Town Justice Court  
Mondays 7:00 pm  

 

Planning Board  
First and third Thursdays 7:30 pm  

 

Zoning Board of Appeals  
First Tuesday 7:00 pm  

 

Building Inspector/Zoning Officer  
Thursday 8:00-10:00am, 7-9 pm  

 

Town Clerk's Hours  
Monday-Wednesday 9:00am-3:30pm  

Thursday 1:30pm-7:30pm  
Friday: 9:00 a.m. - Noon  

 

Supervisor's Hours  
Monday, 9am—12 noon 

Wednesday,, 9am—12 noon  
Friday following monthly TB meeting 

9am—12 noon 
Other times by appointment  

 

Assessors' Hours  
Thursday 6:00 pm-8:00 pm  

 

Assessors' Clerk Hours  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday morning  

 

Dog Control Officer  
Cheryl Baitsholts  
518-797-5201  

 

Town Refuse Station Hours  
Wednesday and Saturday 

7:00am-3:45pm 
 

 

Water/Sewer District Meeting 
First Thursday 7:00 pm 

 
 

Town Supervisor  
Marie Dermody 

 

Town Clerk & Collector  
Kathleen A. Hallenbeck 

 

Town Justices  
Victor LaPlante 
Timothy Miller 

 
 

Councilpersons 
 Gary Chase,  Marion Cooke,                            

Dale Dorner, John “Jack” Kudlack 
 

 Building Inspector  
& Code Enforcement Officer  

Mark Overbaugh  
 

Assessors  
Jeff Pine, Donna Kropp,  

Michael Weber 
Rachel Chase, Clerk II 

 

Highway Superintendent 
 Gary Zeh 

 

Planning Board  
Muriel Frasher, Chairman  
Kathryn Wank, Secretary 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals  
Alden Pierce, Chairman  
Kathryn Wank, Secretary 

 

Deputy Town Clerk 
 Dee Andrus 

 

Bookkeeper  
Andrea Cornwell 

 
 

Town Hall 
518-797-3798; 518-239-4225 

Fax: 518-239-6339 
 

Town Highway Department  
518-239-4225, 518-797-3798  

 

Sen. Neil Breslin,  46th Dist.  
Capital Bldg., Room 502 

  Albany, NY 12247 
 518-455-2800  

 

Assemblyman John McEneny, 104th Dist.  
LOB, Room 648 
Albany, NY 12248  

518-455-4100  
 

County Legislature,  39th Dist.  
Alexander (Sandy) Gordon  

144 Beebe Road, Berne, NY 12023 
518-872-2602  

 

Albany County Highway Dept.  
518-239-6715,  518-239-6710 

 

Rensselaerville Fire Company, 911  
Social Number - 797-3218 

 

 Tri-Village Fire Company,  911  
Social number - 239-6780  

 

Medusa Fire Company, 911  
Back up emergency number,  

765-5979 
 Social number - 239-6166 

 

 Rensselaerville Vol. Ambulance, 911  
For Information  - 518-797-5233  

 

Albany County Sheriff, 911  
518-765-2351  

 

State Police 
 Rensselaerville and Hilltowns, 911  

518-477-9333 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

Town Supervisor: townsupervisor@rensselaerville.com; mdermody.rensselaerville@yahoo.com 
Town Clerk: townclerk@rensselaerville.com 
Newsletter: newsletter@rensselaerville.com 
Board of Ethics: ethicsboard.rensselaerville@yahoo.com 
Deputy Town Clerk: deputytownclerk.rensselaerville@yahoo.com 
Code Enforcement Officer: codeenforcement.rensselaerville@yahoo.com 
Assessors: assessors.rensselaerville@yahoo.com 
Planning Board: planningboard.rensselaerville@yahoo.com 
Councilman Gary Chase: gchase.rensselaerville@yahoo.com 
Councilwoman Dale Dorner: ddorner.rensselaerville@yahoo.com  
Councilman John “Jack” Kudlack: jkudlack.rensselaerville@yahoo.com  
Highway Superintendent Gary Zeh: hwysupt.rensselaerville@yahoo.com  

Volume 21, Number 2 

Important Contact Information 



Town of Rensselaerville 
87 Barger Road 

Medusa, New York 12120 

Phone: 518-797-3798 
Phone: 518-239-4225 

Fax: 518-239-6339 
www.rensselaerville.com 
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