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May 2011 Town Board Minutes Summary 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 10th 
day of May, 2011 at 7 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger 
Road, Medusa, NY. The meeting was convened by Supervisor Dermody and the roll was 
called with the following results: 
 PRESENT WERE: Supervisor Marie Dermody, Councilman Robert Bolte, Councilman 
Gary Chase, Councilwoman Marion Cooke, Councilman John Kudlack, Town Attorney Jo-
seph Catalano, Town Clerk Kathleen A. Hallenbeck 
Also present were Superintendent Gary Zeh and 45 interested citizens. 
 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS: 
• Otto Metzger and Walter Schloen: about topping the trees in the VFW Memorial Garden; 

would like to recommend that the trees be cut down and some small flowers be put 
there and make it look like a nice little park.     

• Richard Amedure: whether or not the Annual Report has been filed yet 

• Dave Bowdish: about topping the trees in the VFW Memorial Garden  
 

MINUTES: Councilwoman Cooke noted that on the opening of the bids for the parks, April 
7th, Special Meeting, the Preston Hollow Park and the other park were bid as equipment and 
fuel. 

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to accept the minutes for the Regular 
Meeting held on April 12, 2011, Work Meeting on April 7, 2011 and the Special 
Meeting on April 7, 2011 as corrected; 2nd by  Councilman Kudlack. Motion Carried.  
Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0)  

 

TRANSFERS: A motion was made by Councilman Chase to make the following transfers; 
 FROM:    TO:     AMOUNT: 
SS8110.4 /Administration  SS8130.4/ Treatment/Disposal  $ 114.42 
 To pay Central Hudson electric bill 
A1990.4/Contingency   A1660.4/Records Management     549.00 
A3120.4/Police and Constable   A1660.4/Records Management   3000.00 
 To pay bill to General Code for Codification Project   
  

 2nd by Councilman Kudlack.  Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, 
 Kudlack; Nays (0) 
   

ABSTRACT 2011-05 VOUCHERS,BILLS: The General Fund -$22,086.60; Highway Fund - 
$24,740.92; Lighting District - $612.48; Sewer District - $825.50; Water District - $281.76; 
Trust & Agency - $660.36.  Total - $49,261.02; General Fund - $151.36; Highway Fund - 
$216.87.  Total - $368.23  

A motion was made by Councilman Chase to pay all signed vouchers; 2nd by Coun-
cilwoman Cooke. 

 Motion Carried. Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 
   

CORRESPONDENCE 
• Community & Regional Development/Cornell University Cooperative Extension: A meet-

ing concerning Home Rule, Preparing for natural gas drilling in the Marcellus Shale Re-
gion for June 24th 

• Beth Mickle-Packard:  Letter of Interest for the Board of Ethics 
• Albany County Department of Management and Budget: Resolution 365–2010 regarding 

demolition costs incurred by municipalities.  
• Town of Conesville: Cable TV System – They are granting a franchise for a cable system. 

• Helderberg Senior Services: Thank you for their annual support funding. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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What’s New?  
 

The Library has received a Public Library Construction Grant Program match-
ing grant from the NYS Division of Library Development.  The grant will pro-
vide funds for remodeling the children’s area to add shelving for our growing 
collection and remodel the basement into more useable space.   

 

Weekend Film Series at Conkling Hall:  
Friday, July 8 at 6:30P.M. – Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules  Runtime: 
99min. Rated: PG 
Saturday, July9 at 7P.M. – Mao’s Last Dancer Runtime:  117min.  Rated: PG 
Suggested donations: $2.00 for adults and $1.00 for children. Snacks and drinks 
also available for purchase. 
 

The next Library Board Meeting is on Monday, July 18 at 7P.M. Open to the pub-
lic. 
 

Letting Go! Thursdays July 7th through August 25 at 5:30P.M.  Nancy Dyer re-
turns to the Library this summer with workshops on releasing techniques and 
practices for letting go of those feelings and thoughts that hold us back. Materials 
will be provided. 
 

Travel the World this Summer with the Library’s Summer Reading Program 
which runs June 27th through August 6th.  Online registration begins June 27th at 
https://ny.evanced.info/rensselaerville/sr/homepage.asp.  We are using a different 
online registration software so be sure to let us know if you have any problems. 
This year’s themes are One World Many Stories for birth through 5th grade and You 
Are Here for grades 6-12, parents you too can be involved with “Novel Destina-
tions”.  The program kicks off July 3 from 11-2P.M. for all ages.  Come pick up 
your travel packets for our trip around the world.   
 

As part of the Writers Festival the Summer Reading Program registrants going into 
grades 4-8 in the fall, can participate in a special program at the Huyck Preserve 
on Saturday, July 30 from 11-2P.M. followed by a special book signing with Jean 
Craighead George.  Jean Craighead George wrote about Rensselaerville in her book 
On the Far Side of the Mountain.  Space is limited for the 11-2P.M. program, if you 
are interested in participating please contact Kim Graff at the Library. 
 

The Library would like to thank our sponsors: FunPlex FunPark, The Huyck Pre-
serve, The Price Chopper Golub Foundation, Spectrum Theatres, and Zume Flume 
for their support. 
 

READ with Helen of Troy a Therapy Dogs, Inc therapy dog – July 16 at 10A.M.  
Sign up at the Library for your 15 minutes to read with Helen. 
 

Festival of Writers Tee Shirts 
Preorder festival tee shirts by June 28th for the reduce rate of $12 for youth and 
$14 for adults.  Visit the Library or the web site to view colors and sizes. 

 

Festival of Writers: A Sense of Place - July 28-31, 2011 abbreviated schedule:  
July 28, 2011 
• Battlesight: Dispatches from Iraq & Afghanistan—Way Out Gallery @ 5pm 
• Film — My Side of the Mountain @ 7pm 
July 29, 2011 
• Poetry Workshop @ 10am 
• Memoirist Workshop @ 1pm 
• Suzannah Lessard @ 3pm 
• Roderick & Wyatt Townley @ 4pm 
• Pub Night –Palmer House Café  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Town of  Rensselaerville 
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Tuesday & 
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Kim Graff,  
Director 

 
 Katie Caprio, 
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Zachary Wellstood, 
Page 



 

SUMMER:  “SATURDAY ON THE SIDEWALK” Returns,. Coffee, Tea, Lemonade, 
pastries, sandwiches, baguettes, special rolls, quiche, meat, eggs and produce 
will be available. Saturday, July 2 through September 3, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 
PM. 
 

FRIDAY, JULY 8:  Children’s movie, 6:30 PM. See library listing, $1 suggested  
offering. 
 

SATURDAY, JULY 9: Movie for Grownups. “Mao’s Last Dancer”.  7:00 PM.  BYO 
treats. Admission:  $2. 
 

THURSDAY, JULY 21: Conklin Café hosted by Peter Michael. Come hear musi-
cians from near and far. Musicians arrive 7-7:30 PM.  Music follows. Coffee, tea 
and treats available. Free will offering. 
 

SATURDAY, JULY 23:  Conking Hall Annual meeting, 1:00 PM. Coma and review our accomplishments 
and our dreams for the future. Bring your ideas to share. 
 

PILATES:  SATURDAYS 9 – 10 AM.  Strengthen your abdominals, gain long, lean muscles and work with 
good alignment. Appropriate for all levels. 
 

YOGA:  TUESDAYS 9 – 10:15 AM. Move, breathe, relax, Good for what ails you. Open to all. 
For class information call Sarah Nelson Weiss  518 239 6825. 
 
You can reach Conkling Hall at 518 797 3459 or read our web site at www.ConklingHall.org.  We send 
frequent announcements/reminders via e-mail. If you wish to be added, please send your e-mail ad-
dress to Info@ConklingHall.org. 
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Conkling Hall—What’s On In July 

Methodist Hill Road 
Rensselaerville, NY  
(518) 797- 3459 

• Mary Tannen & Maria Tucci @ 8:30pm 
July 30, 2011 
• Children’s Program—Huyck Preserve @ 11-2pm 
• Helen Benedict @ 9:30am 
• Stephen O’Connor @ 10:30am 
• Timothy Cahill @ 11:30am 
• Nick Flynn @ 1:30pm 
• Mary Morris @ 2:30pm 
• Jean Craighead George Tribute @ 4pm 
• Cocktail Reception- Palmer House Café  @ 5:30pm 
• Book Signings 
• BBQ @ Palmer House Café 7pm 
• Verlyn Klinkenborg, Barry Kuhar & Bill Logan @ 8:30pm 
July 31, 2011 
• Donna Schaper –Palmer House Café @12:30pm 
• Francine Prose @2:30pm 
Brochures and registration forms are available in the Library or visit the Library’s website for more in-
formation.  You can email questions to Festival@rensselaervillelibrary.org.  
 

Water Bath Canning by Cornell Cooperative Extension Albany County, August 16, 2011, 6:30-
8:30P.M. at Conkling Hall.  An introduction to safe techniques for canning fruits, tomatoes, pickles, 
jams and jelly.  Space is limited so register early at the Library.  There is a $15 fee (due at time of regis-
tration) for the hands-on participation, a jar to take home and a new Ball book. Please make checks pay-
able to Cornell Cooperative Extension Albany County. 
 

The Library is located at 1459 County Route 351 (Main St.), Rensselaerville.  One street parking or along 
Methodist Hill Rd. If you would like to contact the Library Director by email please feel free to do so - 
director@rensselaervillelibrary.org  Follow us on FaceBook at www.facebook.com/rensselaervillelibrary 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Need Information? Elder Source Line (447-7177) 
has information about Senior Services to help in a 
variety of ways. Call between 8:30AM-12:30PM 
Monday through Friday. Call for free assistance 
with housing options, insurance counseling, bene-
fits and entitlements, community resources, adult 
daycare, and caregiver options. This program is 
funded by United Way of Northeastern New York 
and Senior Services of Albany Foundation. 
 

Senior Citizens Club: We meet on the second 
Tuesday of the month at the Medusa Firehouse at 
noon. $1.00 is collected. ALL senior citizens are 
invited to join the club. Please bring a covered 
dish to share and/or dessert. Members need to 
bring their own plates and utensils. Coffee is pro-
vided. 
 

Senior Van: Tuesday: Bryant's Center, Greenville 
Thursday: Cobleskill (Wal-Mart) Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday: Van is available to travel to doctor 
appointments. Call Ann Vogel at 797-3376 regard-
ing scheduling and/or arranging for van pick up.  
 

Helderberg Senior Services: Lunches are served 
Monday through Friday at noon for $3.75. A one- 
day advance reservation would be appreciated and 
can be made by calling Marie at 797-3652 between 
9:00AM-1:00PM for information and reservations.  
 

We need volunteer drivers!!!! If you have a valid 
driver’s license and could volunteer a couple 
hours of your time now and then, it would be 
greatly appreciated. Contact Kathy Hallenbeck, 
Town Clerk, for more details. 

Senior Corner 

Volunteer News and Events 

Medusa Volunteer Fire Department 
 

Monthly Meeting: Tuesday, July 5th, at 7:30PM 
Company Drill:  Monday, July 11th, at 7:00 PM 
Work Night:  Monday, July 18th at 7:00PM 

    

Rensselaerville Volunteer Fire Department 
Calls as of June 9, 2011: 23 

SAFETY MESSAGE: In the hands of a child, matches and lighters can be deadly!  Teach children that matches and 
lighters are tools and should only be used by adults. 

 

Please note:  There are no Battalion meetings in July or August. 
 

July:       August: 
11th – 7:00 pm Company Drill    1st  – 7:00 pm Company Drill 
18th – 7:00 pm Company Drill    8th – 7:00 pm Company Drill 
27th – 7:30 pm Company Meeting              31st – 7:30 pm Company Meeting 
 

Enjoy your summer!  If you are drinking, please do not drive! 
 

Tri-Village Volunteer Fire Department 
Company Meeting: Wednesday, July 6th at 8:00PM 
 

Rensselaerville Volunteer Ambulance Department 
Company Meeting: Wednesday, July 20th at 7:00PM 

Please Take Notice 
 

The  Town Clerk’s Office will be closed on Monday, July 4th, in observance of      
Independence Day 
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HILLTOWN COMMUNITY  RESOURCE CENTER’S  

BACK-TO-SCHOOL PROJECT 
 

SCHOOL’S OUT,  but we’re planning for SCHOOL’S OPEN already!! 
 

The old adage ‘always be prepared’ is certainly true when it comes time to return to school to begin the 
task of learning new and exciting things.  Arriving in school that first day well prepared for learning sets 
the tone for success throughout the school year.  The Hilltowns Community Resource Center (HCRC), an 
outreach site of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Albany, wants to ensure that children from families 
in need that receive HCRC services are set for success each school year.  To do so, HCRC is seeking indi-
viduals and organizations willing to ‘adopt-a-student’ and assist in sending him or her back to school pre-
pared for learning.  HCRC is asking sponsors to commit to providing each student a new backpack con-
taining school supplies needed and a new pair of sneakers.  Sponsors will be provided with a list of sup-
plies each student is required to have, shoe size and color preferences.  Please call the Resource Center at 
797-5256 if you or your organization is interested in sponsoring a student. 

 

In addition, during the remainder of July and all of August, HCRC will be conducting a BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
supply drive throughout the townships of Berne, Knox, Westerlo and Rensselaerville.   Community mem-
bers can help with the Resource Center’s efforts by purchasing a variety of school supplies and dropping 
the items in bins at the following locations: Post Offices in East Berne, Berne, Knox, Westerlo, Medusa, 
Preston Hollow and Rensselaerville;  transfer stations and libraries in Rensselaerville and Westerlo.  Back-
to-School items that can be donated include boys and girls sneakers (all sizes), pens, pencils, colored pen-
cils, crayons, markers, high lighters, pencil holders, pocket folders, primary school writing tablets,  3-ring 
binders, binder paper, binder dividers, spiral notebooks, composition notebooks, rulers, protractors, cal-
culators, erasers, 3x5 index cards, tissues, post-it notes, small and larger zip-lock bags. Monetary contri-
butions are always welcome. Checks can be made payable to HCRC and can be sent to the Hilltowns Com-
munity Resource Center, P.O. Box 147, Westerlo, NY 12193.  Please call 797-5256 with any questions. 
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Middleburgh Library Happenings 

7/5, 12, 19, 26 – 10:30 AM - Drop-in Storytime -   This fun, interactive program is designed for active 
children ages 0-5 and their caregivers.    
 

7/5 – 7:00 PM – Family Film – “Brother Bear” (G)    
 

7/6 – 11:00 AM – Family Film – “Arctic Tale” (G)  
 

7/7 – 7:00 PM – Digital Point & Shoot Basics Part 1 – (please bring your camera and manual to class).  1-
2 hour class on how to use your point and shoot camera.  Registration is Required. 
 

7/7, 14, 21, 28 – 7:00 PM – Knitting Circle -   
 

7/11 – 7:00 PM – Library Board of Trustees Meeting – Public is Welcome. 
 

7/12 – 7:00 PM – Family Film – “Mulan” (G   
 

7/13 – 1:00 PM – Mexican Celebrations – Dia de los muertos!  The World Awareness Children's Mu-
seum will teach children about Mexico's Day of the Dead Celebrations  For kids going into grades 2 - 
5.  Registration Required. 
 

7/14 – 1:00 PM – Teen Scene Film – “Harry Potter & the Deathly Hallows Part 1” (PG-13) -  Please 
note*  This movie is rated PG-13 and is not appropriate for young children. 
 

7/18 – 6:30 PM – Reel Film Festival – “King Corn” (not rated) - An expose on corn. 
 

7/19 – 1:00 PM – Japanese Paperfolding - This workshop is part of our Teen Summer Reading Program 
You Are Here!  And is appropriate for kids going into grades 6 & up.  Registration is required. 
 

7/19 – 7:00 PM – Family Film – “Jungle Book” (G)   
 

7/20 – 1:00 PM – Fear Factor – Food - Are you brave enough to try food from around the world.  Appro-
priate for kids going into grade 6 and up.  Registration is required. 
 

7/20 – 3:00 PM - Sumo Mice & Power Rice: Tales and Games from Japan - Part of our Summer Reading 
Program One World, Many Stories.  Registration is required. 
 

7/21 – 1:00 PM – Build a Fairy House! - This class is part of our Summer Reading Program One World, 
Many Stories and is appropriate for children going into grade 1 & up.  Registration is required. 
 

7/25 – 2:00 PM – Summer Reading Program – One World, Many Stories - How does the same story end 
up being told in different parts of the world?   For kids going into 2nd grade and up.  Registration is re-
quired. 
 

7/25 – 6:30 PM – Reel Film Festival – “Gasland” (not rated) - Find answers about fracking before it was 
too late. 
 

7/26 – 1:00 PM – CSI – Crime Scene Investigations! - Every crime scene tells a story - Teen Summer 
Reading Program, You Are Here!  For kids going into grade 6 and up.  Registration is required. 
 

7/26 – 7:00 PM – Family Film – “An American Tail (G)  
 

7/27 – 11:00 AM – Crazy Book Day – Magic Tree House – From grades 1 & Up – Registration Required. 
 

7/27 – 1:00 PM – Get Polarized – Learn to live like people of the North.  For Grades 4-6.  Registration 
Required. 
 

7/28 – 1:00 PM - World Food Festival! - This program is part of our One World, Many Stories Summer 
Reading Program and is appropriate for children going into grades Pre-K (with adult help!) - 5.  Registra-
tion is required. 
 

7/28 – 7:00 PM – Digital Point & Shoot Basics Part 2 - (please bring your camera and manual to class) 1-
2 hour class for folks who have taken the Basics Part 1 class.    Registration is Required. 
 
For more details on the above programs, stop in the library or visit our web site at 
www.middleburghlibrary.org. 
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A Report from the Supervisor 
 

Another busy month at Town Hall, which always seems to be a hub of activity! We’ve completed our 
three scheduled training sessions for Town employees, appointees, and elected officials on Workplace 
Violence and Sexual Harassment. About 40 people have availed themselves of this training, with about 
20 left to do so. One more evening session will be scheduled for this remaining group and each will be 
personally notified. 
 

At the Town Board’s Special Meeting on June 23rd, the Town Board voted to make this annual training 
mandatory for all Town personnel. We acknowledge that controversy abounds regarding the Depart-
ment of Labor stating that we are exempt, but the Pubic Employees Safety & Health Department enforc-
ing it even in municipalities without any full-time employees. I am encouraged by the fact that the Town 
Board recognizes the importance of such training and that the Town Board members join me in cele-
brating the fact that the Town of Rensselaerville has taken the lead among the Hilltowns in creating an 
awareness of the issues surrounding these very important topics.  More work needs to be done, and it 
will get done. But at least one very important component is nearing completion. 
 

The VFW Garden Committee continues to meet regularly. We extend a heartfelt thank you to Acting 
Highway Superintendent David Potter and his highway crew for clearing away what was the former gar-
den and making way for what comes next. We are investigating the possibility of selling engraved 
pavers (“In memory of” or “Donated by”) as a way to personalize the garden area. As soon as we can 
finalize that plan, we’ll be extending an invitation to everyone to participate … and raise the revenue 
needed to bring this project into completion. Response from vendors has been slower than what we had 
hoped for, but we will continue to plead our case with them as well. 
 

On June 15th, Town Clerk Kathy Hallenbeck, Clerk1/Bookkeeper Sarah Hunt and I met with three repre-
sentatives from  the Albany County Department of Civil Service. It was a very informative meeting, and 
we have been provided with valuable information regarding the classification of various positions 
within Town government and job descriptions that we can use as a resource as we update the job de-
scriptions already in existence.  We have been extended an invitation to Civil Service’s next Training 101 
session which will give us an even better understanding of Civil Service terminology, practices, and pro-
cedures. 
 

We apparently experienced some significant storm damage as a result of the thunderstorms of June 
8th. Many of our electronic components (telephone system, video security system, Internet cables, ports 
on our power switch, etc.) were affected and we’re assessing damages in order to file a claim with the 
insurance company. All of our vendors have been extremely cooperative in getting everything back in 
working order. 
 

On June 21st, a small group of us met with Jim Hall from Bowne Management Group to go over the final 
report on the GIS Needs Assessment for which we had received a grant from the NYS Archives. A sec-
ond grant application has already been submitted with the hopes of implementing Phase I of the recom-
mendations in this report. This provides us with some very exciting possibilities and we sincerely hope 
that our grant will be awarded so we can move forward. 
 

We are looking to go “live” with the new Munis accounting software as of July 1 for Accounts Payable. 
Then we’ll begin training on the payroll module. This is an incredibly comprehensive program, and I am 
certain it will give us the kind of detailed information that our current program is simply incapable of 
doing.  
 

As always, please keep in mind that I keep regular office hours and am available all other times by 
phone or email. Feel free to stop by for a chat. 
 

       Marie 



Town of  Rensselaerville 
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Town of  Rensselaerville 
 

 
 

JASON HAZEN 
BENEFIT 

 

JULY 10, 2011 
 

TRI-VILLAGE VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY, INC 
3096 SR 145, PRESTON HOLLOW, N.Y. 12469 

 
STARTING AT 10:00 A.M. 

BAKE SALE      CAR WASH 
WHITE ELEPHANT TABLE 

 
TAKE OUT CHICKEN BBQ STARTING AT 1:00 PM  
MONETARY DONATIONS CAN BE MAILED TO 

TRI-VILLAGE VOL. FIRE CO., INC. 
P.O. BOX 575, PRESTON HOLLOW, NY  12469 

 
JASON IS A MEMBER OF THE TRI-VILLAGE VOLUNTEER 
FIRE COMPANY AND WAS CRITICALLY INJURED IN AN 
AUTO CRASH REQUIRING MANY SURGERIES AND AN 
EXTENDED RECOVERY PERIOD.  HE WILL BE UNABLE 
TO RETURN TO THE JOB FORCE FOR AN EXTENDED PE-
RIOD.  HIS FAMILY COULD USE OUR SUPPORT AT THIS 
TIME.  PLEASE HELP IF YOU CAN! 
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RENSSELAERVILLE FESTIVAL OF WRITERS 

 
       
  

RENSSELAERVILLE HOSTS CELEBRITY  
WRITERS AT JULY 28 - 31 WRITERS FEST 

 
The Rensselaerville Library invites residents of Rensselaerville, the Hilltowns and beyond to its 2011 Fes-
tival of Writers. Such notable writers as Andy Rooney and William Kennedy each drew hundreds of peo-
ple to our first and very successful Festival of Writers in the summer of 2009. 
  
This year’s Festival will also feature renowned and award-winning authors, including Verlyn Klinkenborg 
(New York Times columnist and author of Making Hay), Nick Flynn (whose novel Another Bullshit Night 
in Suck City  is being made into a film starring Robert DeNiro), Francine Prose (author of 16 works of fic-
tion and the New York Times best-seller Reading Like a Writer), Jean Craighead George (Newbury award 
winning author of the survival classic My Side of the Mountain), Mary Morris (author of Revenge and The 
River Queen), and other luminaries, including: Helen Benedict, Tim Cahill, Twig George, Barry Kuhar, Suz-
annah Lessard, Howard Nelson, Stephen O’Connor, Donna Schaper, Mary Tannen, Roderick & Wyatt 
Townley, Maria Tucci and Andy Rooney via video.  
 

Our 2011 Festival runs from July 28-July 31. Participants will enjoy each writer’s or artist’s perspective 
on our theme - “A Sense of Place” - through a series of readings, workshops, a film showing, a large scale 
photography exhibit, a two-woman play, and a special free program for children. To appreciate the festi-
val’s picture-postcard setting, festival goers can visit Rensselaerville Falls, stroll historic Main Street and 
hike the Huyck Preserve. In addition, there will be a book sale, a gala cocktail party with the authors and 
other festive food events at the Palmer House gourmet restaurant.  
 

The goals of the Festival are to raise money for the library (since 50% of the library’s budget is depend-
ent on fundraisers/contributions); to create a series of free or low-cost events that will encourage us to 
think about the role of place in our lives; and to provide the community with an enjoyable and stimulat-
ing week-end. 
 

Hope to see you at the Festival! 
 

For more information: (518) 797-3949  
 e-mail: Festival@rensselaervillelibrary.org 

www.rensselaervillelibrary.org * www.facebook.com/RensselaervilleLibrary 
 

2011 
A SENSE OF PLACE 

Paid Advertisement 

Applications for Food Stamps and Medicaid can be made at the Hilltown Community       
Resource Center. Please call the center at 797-5256 for detailed information. 

NOTICE 
The Ghost Riders return to the Preston Hollow Park Fridays nights, 7-9pm, during July and 
August to benefit the Bayard Elsbree Memorial Park. Refreshments will be available. Come 
and enjoy the music! 
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Church Services 

Preston Hollow Baptist Church 
Route 145, Preston Hollow,  
239-6544 
Worship: Sunday - 11:00AM 
 

Rensselaerville Presbyterian Church 
Summer Session Worship - 11:00AM  
Coffee Hour following Service 

 

United Church of Christ 
Medusa, 239-6119 
Worship: Sunday - 10:00AM 
 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
Trinity Lane, Rensselaerville,  
797-5395 
Holy Eucharist & Church School Sunday 
11:00AM 
 

Potter Hollow Union Church 
4824 Potter Hollow Mountain Road 
Potter Hollow, 263-4478 
Worship: Sunday - 10:00AM 
Coffee Hour & Sunday School—11:30AM 
Call for Bible Study and Prayer Group 
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RENSSELAERVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SUMMER 2011 SERVICES 
Services begin at 11 am.  The church is located on Main Street in the hamlet of Rensselaerville. 
 
This year’s theme: STAYING CENTERED IN THE MIDST OF TURMOIL 
 
June 26   “Finding Your Center”  Reverend Dr. Joseph W. Shook, Moderator 
 Stated Supply Pastor, Roessleville Presbyterian Church, Colonie, NY 
July 3  “Jesus The Rock – How Do You Center In A Rock?”  Reverend Dr. George Brandt, Jr., re-

tired, St Michael’s Episcopal Church, New York City 
July 10  “The Arc of the Universe”  Reverend Dr. Jon M. Walton, Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, 

New York City 
July 17  “Finding the Balance”  Reverend Holly S. Cameron, Pastor, New Scotland Presbyterian 

Church 
July 24   “Grounding in Mid-Air” Reverend Dr. Richard E. Spalding, Chaplain, Williams College, Wil-

liamstown, Massachusetts 
July 31  “What’s Next?”  Reverend Dr. Donna Schaper, Senior Pastor, Judson Memorial Church, New 

York City 
August 7  “Building Sanctuaries in Time, Lessons of the Sabbath”  Rabbi Rena Kieval, Congregation 

Ohav Shalom, Albany 
August 14 “Perseverance”  Reverend Ann Kansfield, Green Point Reformed Church, New York City 
August 21 “The Center Holds Us All”  Sister Jane Frances Omlor, Saint Francis Convent, Tiffin, Ohio 
August 28  “Mystery School”  Reverend Michael Ellick, Associate Pastor, Judson Memorial Church, New 

York City 
September 4 “A Little Bit Swerved”  Barbara G. Wheeler, Auburn Center for the Study of Theological 

Education, New York City 

FREE TENNIS LESSONS FOR KIDS AGAIN IN  RENSSELAERVILLE 
 

Tennis coach Jim Neal will once again head up Saturday morning tennis les-
sons in July and August at the Kesslers’ tennis court in the hamlet of Rens-
selaerville. The schedule of the lessons will be posted on-line at 
www.forpr.net and at the Rensselaerville Library by July 1.   The lessons are 
free and open to children between the ages of 8 and 18.  Participants must 
wear non-marking sneakers to participate.  Loaner racquets will be available 
if needed. 
 

The free tennis lessons are made possible by the annual Rensselaerville Labor Day 
Tennis Tournament. 
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• Central Hudson: Appliance Recycling Program for refrigerators and freezers that are in working order.  
 

REPORTS 
SUPERVISOR DERMODY 
• OPERATING STATEMENTS:  Supervisor Dermody mentioned that everyone has a copy of the operating statement 

for May, abstract of audited vouchers, and a summary of the accounts at the Bank of Greene County. 
A motion was made by Councilman Chase to accept the Supervisor’s financial report; 2nd by Councilman 
Kudlack.  Motion Carried. Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

• SUPPLEMENT TO THE PROCUREMENT POLICY:  RESOLUTION 051011 -- The following Resolution was presented 
by Supervisor Dermody: 

  Whereas, the Town Board adopted a local law establishing procurement policies and procedures 
 (Local Law No. 1 of 2008); and  
  Whereas, section 4 of the law requires a written request for proposals (RFP) to be prepared for any 
 purchase or expenditure of Town funds that are estimated to be greater than $1000; and 
  Whereas, it is the Town Board’s understanding that implicit in this requirement for a written RFP is 
 the requirement that any RFP must be approved by the Town Board before being issued by any officer or 
 department of the Town; and 
  Whereas, this requirement is an important step in procurement policies as it provides an important 
 control on procurement costs and encourages discussion and scrutiny prior to binding the Town for expen
 ditures; and 

 Whereas, due to recent events, the Town Board finds it appropriate to clarify this requirement by 
 this Resolution; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board, pursuant to authority granted to it under 
the Town Law and General Municipal Law, hereby requires that any written request for proposals (RFP) re-
quired pursuant to section 4 of Town of Rensselaerville Local Law No. 1 of 2008, shall first be approved by 
the Town Board prior to the issuance of the request for proposal or RFP; and that this requirement applies 
to any RFP or request for quotes (RFQs) issued by any officer or department of the Town. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Chase to adopt the foregoing Resolution that will become an attachment 
to Local Law No. 1 of 2008; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack. A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 
 Supervisor Dermody—AYE, Councilman Bolte—AYE, Councilman Chase—AYE, Councilwoman 
 Cooke—AYE, Councilman Kudlack—AYE    

• PAYROLL AUDIT:  Councilwoman Cooke completed the March payroll audit; Councilman Kudlack volunteered to 
do the April audit. 

• AED: Supervisor Dermody reported that CEO Overbaugh installed the AED cabinet. We have received our regis-
tration for it; it is ready when needed.   

• eWASTE ALLIANCE NETWORK:  Supervisor Dermody mentioned this recycling program for electronics such as 
TVs, keyboards, DVD, etc. There will be no charge to the Town for this service.  It provides additional service for 
the taxpayers where they can get rid of these items free of charge.   

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte giving Supervisor Dermody authorization to complete the neces-
sary paperwork with eWASTE ALLIANCE NETWORK for this program; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack.  Motion 
Carried. Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

• VIDEOS – WORK PLACE VIOLENCE & NON-HARASSMENT:  Supervisor Dermody found a video on Sexual Harass-
ment and will be setting up mandatory training sessions for the Town in June for every elected official, ap-
pointee, and employee of the Town of Rensselaerville.  

• MODIFICATIONS TO SENIOR VEHICLE REGULATIONS:  The Town Board had discussed at the Work Meeting an 
addition to the regulations for the Senior Vehicles.  Supervisor Dermody mentioned that she added item #4: 
“Rensselaerville senior citizens may bring a guest provided that room to accommodate said guest is available 
only after all Town resident seniors have been given priority  Only one additional person per Town resident sen-
ior will be permitted, guest or aide/assistant.” 

   -Councilman Bolte asked about Item 5 concerning the gas tank being full if other than seniors using the vehicle.  It      
       hasn’t been done.  People will be reminded of this. 

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to accept the revisions to the Senior Vehicle Regulations; 2nd by 
Councilman Kudlack. Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

• PAY PHONES:  Supervisor Dermody contacted Verizon concerning the pay phones at Town Hall and at the 
Bayard Elsbree Park.  The pay phones are two separate accounts. Because there is no legal requirement to have a 
pay phone at the Town Hall, she recommended that we eliminate the pay phone at the Town Hall. The pay 
phones cost us $82.68 a month. An average of 44 calls are made at Town Hall in a year. 

   -Supervisor Dermody mentioned that the Preston Hollow Park phone charges should come out of the park’s  
      budget. This will be discussed at budget time. 

A motion was made by Councilman Kudlack to eliminate the pay phone at the Town Hall; 2nd by Councilman 
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Bolte. Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 
• HELENA KOSOREK-“GASLAND”:  Supervisor Dermody reported that she received an email from Ms. Kosorek in-

viting us (Town Board, Planning Board, Zoning Board) to view a film produced by a Pennsylvania man who 
sought an answer to his questions about hydraulic fracturing. The film is “Gasland.” The Town Board members 
were in consensus to see the film.  Supervisor Dermody will contact Ms. Kosorek stating that the Town is inter-
ested in viewing the film. 

• BOARD OF ETHICS: BETH MICKLE-PACKARD – LETTER OF INTEREST: The Town Board received a letter of inter-
est from Beth Mickle-Packard, who would like to be considered for the open position on the Board of Ethics.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to appoint Beth Mickle-Packard to fill the unexpired term of 
Alice Schloen on the Board of Ethics; 2nd by Councilman Chase. Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, 
Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (5)  

• GARDEN:  Supervisor Dermody mentioned that she met with Walter Schloen and Otto Metzger concerning the 
garden in front of the building.  They would both like to see the trees gone.  The following people volunteered to 
be on a Committee to work on the garden: Otto Metzger, Walter Schloen, James Glorioso, Councilman Kudlack, 
Supervisor Dermody, Councilwoman Cooke, and David Bowdish. A meeting date will be set to get things moving. 

• MULTI-MODAL FUNDING:  Supervisor Dermody mentioned that we received Multi-Modal Grant that was applied 
for by Jon Chase.  She recommended that we transfer that money out of the General Fund and put it into some 
sort of dedicated account to be used specifically for the purchase of a new truck for the highway department.   

A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to take the Multi-Modal money out of the General Fund and set 
up an Highway Equipment Reserve Fund Account (if not already created, we will create a new one.); 2nd by 
Councilman Chase. Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Chase to accept the Supervisor’s Report; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack. 
Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0)        
 

TOWN ATTORNEY 
• POLICY ON WORKPLACE VIOLENCE:  Attorney Catalano mentioned that this is a policy that is necessary for the 

Town to adopt so that we can come into compliance.  The draft has been changed: The Board of Ethics is now 
designated to conduct any investigations.  

   -Councilwoman Cooke, under Confidentiality, the Town of Rensselaerville will act on anonymous complaints.   
      Wouldn’t you want a name? 
   -Attorney Catalano explained somebody who is threatened may not want to make a complaint on the record.    

A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to adopt the Workplace Violence Policy as presented by Attor-
ney Catalano with the changes discussed at this meeting tonight; 2nd by Councilman Bolte. 

 Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 
• NON-HARASSMENT POLICY:  Attorney Catalano mentioned that this prohibits sexual harassment in any form as 

far as occurring within the Town’s workplace. Attorney Catalano mentioned that he added authorizing the Board 
of Ethics to the jurisdiction to conduct investigations with any complaint or report of an incident of harassment 
that is forwarded to them.          

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to adopt the Non-Harassment Policy; 2nd by Councilman Bolte. 
A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 
 Supervisor Dermody-AYE, Councilman Bolte-AYE, Councilman Chase-AYE, Councilwoman Cooke
 AYE, Councilman Kudlack-AYE 

• CODIFICATION:   Attorney Catalano mentioned that, in order to authorize the form of the laws to be in this 
codification format, the Town Board has to adopt a local law. This law enables the Town to collect our laws and 
codify them.  The code book will be kept up to date.  The fee schedule will have to be addressed by resolution of 
the Town Board for the cost of the books.  We will keep a few of the books on file; various Boards and officials 
should get a copy.  If the Town Board wants to go ahead and use this as your official law book, somebody will 
have to introduce this law by motion and schedule a public hearing.    

A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to introduce Local Law No. 2 of the year 2011 and schedule a 
Public Hearing for June 14, 2011, at 7 PM at the Town Hall, at which time the public will be invited to be 
heard; 2nd by Councilman Chase. Motion Carried.  Ayes (5 )Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

• WATER DISTRICT PROJECT FINANCING:  The Water Committee is looking to obtain a loan or other type of fi-
nancing.  Since the project has to be completed before the fall, the Town Board needs to do interim financing.  
The resolution authorizes the issuance of bonds in the maximum of $150,000.00 for the reconstruction of the 
Impoundment Dam. We can reject all bids if we feel that it is too expensive, but this resolution will at least pro-
vide you with the mechanism that will be necessary in order to bid out the project.  Once the resolution is 
adopted, the Town Clerk will attest to the printing of the Notice, send it to bond counsel and they will work with 
a bank to come up with a BAN for as low interest rate as possible.   

• RESOLUTION – 051011WSB (Attached): Supervisor Dermody moved that we adopt this Bond Resolution as pre-
sented by Attorney Catalano. This Bond Resolution authorizes the issuance of bonds for the repair and recon-
struction of the Reservoir Dam part of the Water District at a maximum cost of $150,000.00; 2nd by Councilman 
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Bolte.                            
  A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 
  Supervisor Dermody-AYE, Councilman Bolte-AYE,  Councilman Chase-AYE, Councilwoman Cooke- 
  AYE, Councilman Kudlack-AYE 
• BID ADVERTISEMENT: A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to publish the bid advertisement for the Im-

poundment Dam Project as presented at the Work Meeting on May 5, 2011 by the Engineer on the Project; 2nd by 
Councilwoman Cooke. Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

 A motion was made by Councilman Kudlack to accept Attorney Catalano’s report; 2nd by 
 Councilman Chase. Motion Carried.     Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0)  
 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: Superintendent Zeh reported the following:   
• They have been ditching and doing culvert replacements on Kenyon, Scutt, Tanglewood, Cole and Saybrook 

Roads; installed an underdrain on Pucker Street; are grading the unpaved roads.   Last month they spent ap-
proximately $3400.00 on repairs.  The highway men as of May 2nd have started 4 ten-hour day work weeks.  The 
CHIPS award letter has been received from NYSDOT.  Fire extinguishers need to be updated. 

• RFP: NEW 12 FOOT CARBIDE-TIPPED SCARIFIER GRADER BLADE: Superintendent Zeh reported that he received 
quotes for a new 12 foot Carbide-Tipped Scarifier Grader Blade to go on our 1998 Champion 720A Grader. 

• RFP: USED HYDRAULIC POWER TILT BUCKET POSITIONER:  Superintendent Zeh reported that he only received 
one quote for this piece of equipment; it seems too high. He did not recommend purchasing the power tilt 
bucket at this time. 

A motion was made by Councilman Bolte to accept the quote from Otsego Iron & Metal for one used 12- foot 
carbine-tipped scarifier grader blade in the amount of $2947.00; 2nd by Councilwoman Cooke. 
Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

• SWEEPER:  Superintendent Zeh mentioned that he would like to rent a sweeper to sweep the paved roads and 
presented the Town Board with three quotes.   

A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to rent the self-propelled sweeper from Abele for $750.00 a 
week for a maximum of three weeks; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack. Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, 
Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

• BURKHART ROAD:  Superintendent Zeh mentioned that he received a phone call about Burkhardt Road concern-
ing limiting truck traffic to and from the sawmill on that road. Any sign that is put up has to be approved by the 
Town Board. 

   -Attorney Catalano mentioned that this is a matter that the Planning Board should look at and see what the agree-  
      ment was at that time and then if it is not being adhered to we can enforce via the Zoning Code. 
   -He will research the weight limit issue.  Attorney Catalano will contact the Planning Board Chair and have them  
      take it up at their next meeting. 
• OPERATOR TRAINING:  Superintendent Zeh reported that he is going to be sending the men down to get their 

training on equipment once they get caught up on grading the roads.   
• RESIGNATION:  Superintendent Zeh mentioned that for mostly financial and other reasons he is accepting full-

time position in the private industry effective Monday the 16th of this month.  He is offering his services on a 
part time basis for the Town at a reduced rate. He will leave his resignation letter with the Town Clerk on Friday 
to be effective Saturday at midnight. 

   -Supervisor Dermody mentioned that in light of what you just told us, she appreciates the fact that he went ahead  
      and did some of this planning with the Highway Agreement. 
• HIGHWAY AGREEMENT:  Superintendent Zeh mentioned that the Agreement is conservative this year. The men 

will be left with a list of roads with recommend repairs; they can use it if they want.     
A motion was made by Councilman Chase to accept the Superintendent’s report; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack. 
Motion Carried. Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0)   

  

TOWN CLERK:   
Town Clerk Hallenbeck reported the following collected and paid out for the month of April 2011: Town Clerk De-
partment – Total Collected – 977.44.  Paid to the Supervisor - $842.29  (fees);  Paid to NYS Department of Agriculture 
and Markets - $21.00 (Dogs - State Surcharge); Paid to NYS Departmental Conservation - $91.65 (sporting license); 
Paid to NYS Department of Health - $22.50 (marriage license). Water Rents Collected - $1725.13.  Sewer Rents Col-
lected - $1953.20.  Tax Collection – Tax Settlement Statement ; Paid to Supervisor - $1.184,153.55, Pre-Paid Albany 
County - $575,000.00, Paid per settlement (4/14/11) $184,493.68, Corporation Taxes - $36,876.44, State Lands - 
$18,680.22, Returned Taxes (unpaid) $370,077.10.  Total - $2,369,281.01.   

A motion was made by Councilman Kudlack to accept the Town Clerk’s report for the month of April 2011; 
2nd by Councilman Chase. Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, Chase, Bolte, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 
  

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR: 
CEO Overbaugh reported the following collected for the month of April 2011: Building Repairs - 1; New home addi-
tions - 2; Pole Barn new for agriculture use - 1. Total collected $231.94.  CEO Overbaugh has been responding to 

(Continued from page 15) 

(Continued on page 17) 

May 2011 Town Board Minutes Summary 

Town of  Rensselaerville 



Town of  Rensselaerville 
 

 Page 17 

some zoning enforcement issues.   
A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept CEO Overbaugh’s report; 2nd by Councilman Chase. 
Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

   
ASSESSING DEPARTMENT:   
Assessor Pine reported that the Tentative Rolls are on file at the Town Clerk’s Office, his office, and the Town’s 
website.  Assessor Pine explained that the roll is in a PDF file and how to read it.  It is in alphabetical order.  If you 
need more information than what is on the website please, contact him.          
• GRIEVANCE DAY: Grievance Day is the 4th Tuesday in May; hours are 3 to 5 and 6 -8 PM at the Town Hall.  The 

Assessor recommended that you come to them first in case there is something that they can straighten out 
before go to the Grievance Board.  

• SENIOR EXEMPTION LAW:   Assessor Pine mentioned that he is has done some research on extending the dead-
line for seniors.  It looks like it is just for senior exemptions, not senior star.  If they miss the deadline, it can 
be quite a penalty; their taxes can go up quite a bit. 

• TAX FORCLOSURE:  Assessor Pine reported that there are 4 parcels up for tax foreclosure.  They are all vacant 
pieces. There are books in the Town Clerk and Assessor Offices if anyone wants to look at these parcels. 

 A motion was made by Councilman Chase to accept the Assessor’s report; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack. 
 Motion Carried   Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0)   
   

WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE: 
• JOB DESCRIPTIONS: Chairman Long mentioned that there is reference to document Chapter 1, Subpart 5-4 of 

the State Sanitary Code in the Water Treatment Operator description that is more in depth on what needs to be 
done. They will add that to the Water Job Description.  This will be made as an attachment.   

• WATER DISTRICT/IMPOUNDMENT DAM ADVERTISEMENT:  Chairman Long mentioned that the plans will be 
available on May 18th, June 1st there will be a walk-through, and bids will be opened on June 8th.  We will be 
ready to award the bid if there are any at the June 14th Town Board meeting.   

 A motion was made by Councilman Chase to accept Chairman Long’s report; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack. 
 Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

• JOB DESCRIPTIONS:  
 A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to adopt the Job Descriptions for the Sewer Treatment Plant 
 Operator and the Water Treatment Plant Operator contingent on getting the attachment from Chapter 1, 
 Subpart 5-4 of the State Sanitary Code on the Water Treatment Operator; 2nd by Councilman Bolte. 
  Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Kudlack; Nays (0) 
 

TOWN JUSTICE:  
Supervisor Dermody mentioned that on the Justice Report there was some communication between Justice Miller 
and Councilwoman Cooke; that will be become part of the report.  
 

RECYCLING COORDINATOR:  
Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck reported the following: 7.51 tons to Green Fiber, Rensselaerville Iron & Steel – 6.56 
tons, tires – 72 tires, City of Albany Landfill – 51.68 tons, Sierra Fibers – 4 ton, 80 gallons of waste oil collected on 
April 30th.  The tank is not full yet.   

A motion was made by Councilman Kudlack that we accept Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck’s report; 2nd by 
Councilman Chase. Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 

 

CURRENT EVENTS: 
• Medusa Fest, Rensselaerville Garage Sale Day, May 21st, 9 am to 4 pm. 
• Chicken Barbeque – Rensselaerville Park – May 29th  
• Middleburgh VFW Breakfast - May 15th.  $5.00 all you can eat.     
 
OLD BUSINESS 
PLANNING BOARD:  
PLANNING BOARD MEMBER:  Supervisor Dermody mentioned that we had a request from the Planning Board Chair-
man to put out a request for letters of interest to fill the unexpired term of Ray Welsh  whose term expire on De-
cember 31, 2013.   

A motion was made by Councilman Chase to advertise for this position. Letters of Interest must be re-
ceived by the Town Clerk by June 30, 2011; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack. Motion Carried.  Ayes (5) Dermody, 
Bolte, Chase, Cooke, Kudlack; Nays (0) 
   

NEW BUSINESS: There was no new business. 
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AUDIENCE COMMENTS 
• Assessor Pine: extended a thank you and good-bye to Gary Zeh.  
• Jim Glorioso: volunteered to be on the Committee for the Veterans Project.     

• Sandy Gordon, County Legislator: There has been a definite reshaping of the 39th Legislative District which 
where Rensselaerville is currently.  In reshaping that District, there will be dissimilar communities; Legislator 
Gordon went over the differences between the communities.  There will be a Public Hearing on the Redistrict-
ing on May 17, 2011 7:15 PM in the Cahill Room at 112 State Street, Albany, NY.  The elected representative and 
residents of the Hilltowns should attend and speak their feelings.  The redistricting positions will be posted on 
the County website.  Letters can be directed to Shawn Morris, Chair of the Redistricting Committee, 7th Floor, 
112 State Street, Albany, NY 12207.       

• Bernard Aloisi: will the demolition in Potter Hollow be cleaned up? 
• Supervisor Dermody mentioned that as soon as the ground gets hard enough to bring the equipment in, they 

will finish cleaning it up. 
• Robert Bechle: thanked the Town for the work that has been done on Fleming Road.  
• Edna Stoudemire: thanked the Highway Superintendent for keeping Seibert Road cleared this year.  
• Joyce Chase: read a statement concerning an absent superintendent, cleaning the bathrooms for the highway 

department, why our equipment being left outside in the winter when there is enough room to put it all under-
cover, there had been ample time to price pressure washers and bring those estimates to the Board, where is 
the Beautification Committee when things need attention, when does an officer of the law find it his job to 
spread serious lies about her family?  When politics become the blinders of our lives, we miss seeing the good 
in others. May the barriers of disrespect and “my way or the highway” be brought down with listening, knowl-
edge, and thoughtful decisions. The newspapers do nothing but cause dissension. 
Mr. Parker:  Gary Zeh quit because of harassment of some of the people.   

 
ADJOURNMENT:    
 A motion was made by Councilman Kudlack to adjourn the meeting at 9PM; 2nd by Councilwoman Cooke.    
 Motion Carried. 
 

RESPECTFULLLY SUBMITTED; 
Kathleen A. Hallenbeck 
Town Clerk 
 

(Note: Full Town Board minutes are available at Town Hall or on the Town’s web site, www.rensselaerville.com .) 
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 
  
HILLTOWN COOP MEMBERSHIP CHECKS HAVE BEEN 
MAILED.   THE FOLLOWING ARE NAMES OF INDIVIDUALS 
WHO’S CHECK WERE RETUREND AS UNDELIVERABLE. 
 

IF ANYONE HAS CURRENT CONTACT INFO THE ANY OF THE 
FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS, PLEASE SEND THE INFORMATION 
TO US; AS OF AUGUST 31, 2011, UNCLAIMED CHECKS WILL 
BE DONTATED TO A LOCAL FOOD CHARTIY.    YOU CAN 
SEND THE INFORMATION TO US (THE DISSOLUTION COM-
MITTEE) BY POST:  PO Box 238, Rensselaerville NY 12147 or 
via email to:  dennis7pitts@yahoo.com  - if you send an email 
be sure to write:  COOP MEMBER ADDRESS  in the subject 
line.  
  
Juan De Armas, William/Lillian Keller, David/Mary Bryan, 
Francis/Gretchen Coward, Richard Lee, Jesse Mann, Chris 
Tchang/Ann Howand, Betty Price, Denise/Matthew Mulhol-
land, Hugh Flick,  Shirley Seigle, Steve Misenhimer, Mark/Deb 
Aulita, James/Tricia Watkins, Richard/Maryland Wyman, 
Robert/Gladis Hirsch, John Carella, Cherie Hickman, Carol 
Ash, Pamela Wyeth, Mike Benedict, Tom/Kathy Mikula, 
Susan/Steve Stone, Christopher Corry  

Paid Advertisement 
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30 YEARS OF SERVICE 
 

The Hilltowns Community Resource Center (HCRC), an agency of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of 
Albany, celebrates 30 years of continuous service to individuals and families in need in the townships of 
Berne, Knox, Westerlo and Rensselaerville.  And we are committed to serving this population as long as 
we are needed.  HCRC began serving the Hilltown communities in 1981 on a small part-time basis with 
one part-time person leading the way.  Over the years HCRC has grown to a fulltime operation with two 
staff members who work with nearly 300 families each year. Our ability to succeed in this service is only 
possible with the generous spirit and support of many people.  Our volunteers and donors are key to our 
success.   There are many people to thank.  But it is impossible name them all because many are those 
QUIET helpers who just pitch to get the job done and prefer to remain anonymous.  
 

…thanks to the Hilltown Kiwanis for all their efforts in many areas all year long.  
 

…thanks to our town Post Offices, libraries and transfer stations for placing our collection bins at their 
locations for the Back-to-School project; 
 

…thanks all those individuals and organizations who sponsor a family in need during our annual Christ-
mas Program. You always come through for us when we need you.  We need you again this year!!!  Spe-
cial thanks to the Albany County Sheriff’s Department for the annual children’s Christmas Party. 
 

…thanks to the Christian Motorcycle Association for their annual children’s Easter Basket project. 
 

…thanks to the Hilltown churches their prayers and financial support. To the Knox Reformed Church for 
providing space for one of our two food pantries. 
 

…thanks to Scout Troops, Post Offices and Berne, Knox, Westerlo Schools for your food drives. 
 

…thanks to Hannay Reels for their constant presence and support.  And to the Town of Westerlo. 
 

… finally, thanks to all who, in one way or another, share their talents and treasures for the benefit of 
others. 
 

We’re here.  We need you.  If you would like to learn more please call 797-5256. And if you need us, don’t 
hesitate to pick up the phone. 

DOUBLE SHOT: 

TWO HELDERBERG VENUES  

LAUNCH OPEN MIC NIGHTS 
 

Before, there were no open mic opportunities in the Hilltowns. Now there are two!  
 

Do you want to perform solo, as a duet or a full band? Would you prefer to play cover tunes, original 
compositions or just jam? Maybe you'd rather come and listen. 
 

The public is invited to a weekly open mic at the Shell Inn in Berne and a monthly open mic at Conkling 
Hall in the hamlet of Rensselaerville. Both run from 7 p.m. to approximately 10 p.m.  
 

Musicians are welcome to share every Monday evening during Open Mic Night hosted by the Shell Inn bar 
and restaurant, located at 4520 State Route 85, Berne, New York. All amps, PAs and drums are provided. 
Sign up just before 7 or contact Brian Hoffman ahead of time at 518-281-9439 or at brianhoff-
man66@gmail.com 
 

On the third Thursday of each month, the Conkling Café will offer great local music and an opportunity 
to perform. Hear everything from folk guitar to spoken word performance at this open mic coffeehouse. 
It takes place downstairs in Conkling Hall, located at 8 Methodist Hill Road, Rensselaerville, NY 12147.  
 

Desserts and beverages are available at the Conkling Cafe. Free will donations are appreciated to help 
support local music. Please sign up just before 7 p.m. Amplifiers and PA are provided. Host Peter Michael 
will preside. (518-797-9455) 
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MEDUSA VILLAGE WIDE 
GARAGE SALES 

AUGUST 13th  
9am to 3pm 
RAIN OR SHINE 

 

RUMMAGE SALE, MAPS, REFRESHMENTS 
IN CHURCH HALL 

MEDUSA MUSEUM OPEN 
-------------------------------------------------- 

APPLICATION TO HAVE A SALE  - AUGUST 13, 2011 
 

NAME ___________________________________________________________  PHONE_____________________ 

ADDRESS___________________________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________________________ 
 
     (be sure to include house number and route number) 
 
Applications must be in by August 10   
$10.00 per sale location- Make checks payable to:  
                                              United Church of Christ 
 
Send or give to: William Moore, P.O. Box 35, Medusa, NY 12120    518-239-4843 
 
Please list some of the main items you are selling. 
 
SALE LOCATION NUMBERS WILL BE GIVEN OUT THE DAY BEFORE SALE 
 
.**** We need your phone number **** 
 
Maps are not ready or available until the day of the sale. 

THE GOOD CAUSE CLUB SUMMER YOUTH THEATER 

 
Production: Oliver Twist - A Musical Adaptation by Donnelly and Strid 
 

Auditions: July 22 @ 10:00 AM - ? @ Conkling Hall - Please bring a lunch! 
 

We will have a kick-off meeting for all parents following auditions. 
 

Rehearsals: Daily Week of 8/7 - 8/12 (Leads also Rehearse 8/3 & 8/4) 
 

Performances: Sat. 8/13 @ 7:00 pm & Sun. 8/14 @ 2:00 pm 
 

Location: Conklin Hall in Rensselaerville 
 

For More Information Please Email: thegoodcauseclub@gmail.com 
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PRESTON HOLLOW BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE 
 

The Preston Hollow Beautification Committee would like to thank the following people who have donated 
to our wonderful hanging flower basket project to date. 
 

 

The Committee would also like to express its gratitude to Dottie Como for the donation of the American 
Flags that will be hung on the holidays in loving memory of her husband Joseph “Skip” Como. 
 

 
 
 

NAME ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I WOULD LIKE TO DONATE IN MEMORY OF ____________________________________________________________ 
 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    IN MEMORY OF     IN MEMORY OF 

Edward J. Acciardi   John and Bridget McCor-     
James and Donna Barnes Edward Barnes Mike and Corky Mulqueen     
Ronald Bates   Jeff and Sherry Pine     
Dorothy Como   Clara and Lloyd Potter their parents 

Irene Cook Milton Cook Brett and Connie Pruiksma     
Edward and Susan Damm   Betty Ann and Eddie Rogers Ernest Cook   
Kelly Davis   Dick Sabol Alice Schloen 

George and Carolin Dempsey   Walter Schloen Alice Schloen 

Anthony and Rosemary Donato   Peter and Margaret Sedlmeir their parents 

James A. Glorioso   Dorothy and Rick Simons     
Anthony Guadagno   Wayne and Charlene Teter Ralph and Gladys Teter 

Carter D. Hodgkin   Holly and Robert Ullstrom Erik and Gertrude Nelson 

Jeanette James Mildred Sullivan Sandra Varno     
Wallace and Joan Kappler Alice Schloen Aurora and John Wennstrom Jack Wennstrom 

Sean Keegan   Bill Whitbeck     
Gregory and Sharon Kirby   Cynthia Willis John Wilson   
Karl and Amy Kraker   Kim Winans Gerald Winans 

Larry and Gail Losee   Gerald and Brenda Wood     
Anthony Maltese               

The Committee continues to accept donations and anyone wishing to donate to this project can make 
your check payable to the Preston Hollow Beautification Committee and mail it, along with the form be-
low, to Margaret Sedlmeir, 2 Pearson Rd., Preston Hollow, NY 12469. 
 
** It’s not too early to save the date of Saturday October 1, 2011 for our second annual Harvest Festival! 
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A Memorial to Dorothea Keller Martin 
Janet Haseley, Research Chair, Rensselaerville Historical Society 

 

The late Dorothea Keller Martin was a direct descendant of Rensselaerville hamlet’s first settler, Samuel 
Jenkins. In 1812, Samuel’s eldest son, Jonathan Jenkins, commissioned the building of the house now 
called “The Jenkins Homestead” across the road from the Rensselaerville playground and it has been 
continuously owned by Jenkins descendants since then. 
 

The Rensselaerville Historical Society owns a large oil portrait of Jonathan Jenkins but it needs profes-
sional cleaning and some minor repairs. There are a few small tears in the canvas and some of the paint 
is flaking off around his chin. 
 

The Society would like to have Jonathan’s portrait restored as a memorial to Dorothea. The work will 
cost $800 and will be done by the same art professional who restored the Historical Society’s large por-
trait of Addison Niles several years ago. 
 

Donations are being solicited by the Historical Society and when enough has been raised, Jonathan Jen-
kins’ portrait will be restored. 
 

Please send contributions (they are tax-deductible) to Rensselaerville Historical Society, PO Box 8, Rens-
selaerville, NY 12147 with “Dorothea Martin memorial” on the subject line. 
 

Jonathan's portrait may be seen during Rensselaerville Grist Mill hours this summer. The Grist Mill and 
the Research Room are open on Wednesdays until Labor Day from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and on Saturdays 
from noon to 2 p.m. There is no charge to visit and tour the Mill and help is available for researchers. 
The Mill is located at the west end of the hamlet of Rensselaerville, next to the bridge. 
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Town Board Meetings  

Second Tuesday 7:00 pm  
 

Working Meeting  
Thursday preceding regular meeting 

7:00 pm 
 

Town Justice Court  

Mondays 7:00 pm  
 

Planning Board  
First and third Thursdays 7:30 pm  

 

Zoning Board of Appeals  

First Tuesday 7:00 pm  
 

Building Inspector/Zoning Officer  
Thursday 8:00-10:00am, 7-9 pm  

 

Town Clerk's Hours  

Monday-Wednesday 9:00am-3:30pm  
Thursday 1:30pm-7:30pm  

Friday: 9:00 a.m. - Noon  
 

Supervisor's Hours  
Monday, 9am—12 noon 

Wednesday, 9am—12 noon  

Friday following monthly TB meeting 
9am—12 noon 

Other times by appointment  
 

Assessors' Hours  
Thursday 6:00 pm-8:00 pm  

 

Assessors' Clerk Hours  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday morning  
 

Dog Control Officer  
Cheryl Baitsholts  

518-797-5201  
 

Town Refuse Station Hours  
Wednesday and Saturday 

7:00am-3:45pm 
 

Water/Sewer District Meeting 
Fourth Thursday 7:00 pm 

Town Supervisor  

Marie Dermody 
518-239-4552 (H) 

 

Town Clerk & Collector  
Kathleen A. Hallenbeck 

 

Town Justices  

Victor La Plante 
Timothy Miller 

 

Councilpersons 
 Robert Bolte, Gary Chase,         

Marion Cooke, John Kudlack 
 

 Building Inspector  

& Code Enforcement Officer  
Mark Overbaugh  

 

Assessors  

Jeff Pine,  Donna Kropp,  
Michael Weber  

Rachel Chase, Clerk II 
 

Highway Superintendent 

 David Potter—Acting 
 

Planning Board  
Muriel Frasher, Chairperson  

Kathy Wank, Secretary 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals  

Roger Gifford, Chairman  
Kathy Wank, Secretary 

 

Deputy Town Clerk 
 Dee Andrus 

 

Bookkeeper  

Sarah Hunt 
 

 
 
 

 

Town Hall 

518-797-3798; 518-239-4225 
Fax: 518-239-6339 

 

Town Highway Department  

518-239-4225, 518-797-3798  
 

Sen. Neil Breslin,  46th Dist.  

Capital Bldg., Room 502 
  Albany, NY 12247 

 518-455-2800  
 

Assemblyman John McEneny, 104th Dist.  
LOB, Room 648 

Albany, NY 12248  
518-455-4100  

 

County Legislature,  39th Dist.  

Alexander (Sandy) Gordon  
144 Beebe Road, Berne, NY 12023 

518-872-2602  
 

Albany County Highway Dept.  
518-239-6715,  518-239-6710 

 

Rensselaerville Fire Company, 911  

Social Number - 797-3218 
 

 Tri-Village Fire Company,  911  
Social number - 239-6780  

 

Medusa Fire Company, 911  
Back up emergency number,  

765-5979 

 Social number - 239-6166 
 

 Rensselaerville Vol. Ambulance, 911  

For Information  - 518-797-5233  
 

Albany County Sheriff, 911  
518-765-2351  

 

State Police 

 Rensselaerville and Hilltowns, 911  
518-477-9333 

 

Hilltown Community Resource Center 

518-797-5256 
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NEW Important Contact Information 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

Town Supervisor: townsupervisor@rensselaerville.com; mdermody@rensselaerville.com 
Town Clerk: townclerk@rensselaerville.com 
Newsletter: newsletter@rensselaerville.com 
Board of Ethics: ethicsboard@rensselaerville.com 
Code Enforcement Officer: codeenforcement@rensselaerville.com 
Assessors: assessors@rensselaerville.com 
Planning Board: planning@rensselaerville.com 
Councilman Gary Chase: gchase@ensselaerville.com 
Councilwoman Marion Cooke: MCooke@rensselaerville.com  
Councilman Robert Bolte: RBolte@rensselaerville.com 
Councilman John “Jack” Kudlack: Jkudlack@rensselaerville.com 
Acting Highway Superintendent David Potter: dpotter@rensselaerville.com 



Town of Rensselaerville 
87 Barger Road 

Medusa, New York 12120 

Phone: 518-797-3798 
Phone: 518-239-4225 

Fax: 518-239-6339 
www.rensselaerville.com 
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