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April 2010 Town Board Minutes Summary 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on 
the 8th day of April, 2010 at 7 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town 
Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The meeting was convened by Supervisor Der-
mody and the roll was called with the following results: 
 PRESENT WERE: Supervisor Marie Dermody, Councilwoman Marion Cooke, 
Councilwoman Dale Dorner, Councilman John Kudlack, Town Clerk Kathleen A. 
Hallenbeck, Attorney Joseph Catalano 
 ABSENT: Councilman Gary Chase 
Also present were: Albany County Comptroller Michael Conners, Superintendent 
Gary Zeh, and 24 interested citizens. 
 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS: 

• Timothy L. Carney mentioned that he is running for the NYS Senate and is vis-
iting towns and villages and listening to the issues, concerns, and problems 
that the towns and villages have. 

• George Dempsey asked questions about the newsletter and the report entitled 
“A note from Marion Cook, Town Council”. Is this sanctioned by the Board or 
is it the opinion of one member, is it accurate, who is paying for the article, 
what about proofreading for spelling and grammar? 

• Richard Tollner asked about the AUD and 60-day extension.  
Supervisor Dermody mentioned that as Chief Fiscal Officers she is not sure that 
she needs Board approval to extend the time limit for that document. It was ex-
tended for another 60 days; the new deadline is May 1, 2010. 
• Rich Amedure asked about the RFP for an audit. 
Supervisor Dermody mentioned that on page 6 of the March minutes you will see 
where the Town Board discussed this issue. This issue is also on the agenda for 
tonight. 
 

PRESENTATION: Michael F. Conners, Albany County Comptroller— Audit 

Supervisor Dermody mentioned that Mr. Conners has agreed to do a four-year au-
dit of the Town books at no charge to the Town.  Mr. Conners explained the proc-
ess and answered Town Board questions.   
 

They would do this by working with Town of Rensselaerville staff and getting all 
the information for 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009. His way of thinking when you 
look at an audit the most important portion of an audit is the recommendations 
piece of it.  The finding is essentially the diagnosis -- what’s wrong, what have they 
found, or what can you improve.  If we find something that looks like it is not cor-
rect, we are going to go the appropriate Board, the State Comptroller’s Office, or 
the District Attorney with something that we found in the audit. We don’t have the 
authority to say you must do this, you must do that.  We have some expertise, we 
have some great people, we have a sterling record as far as independence goes.  It 
will be thorough; it will be straight-forward and if we find anything we don’t think 

(Continued on page 15) 
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What’s New?  
 

The Board of Trustees regretted accepting the resignation of the Library’s Direc-
tor, Liz King, at the end of April.  Liz has accepted a full-time position at an Al-
bany-area library.  We wish to thank her for her hard work and dedication to the 
Library, and wish her all the best in her future endeavors.  She will be greatly 
missed! 
 

Meanwhile, the Board has been busy interviewing for a new director, and is 
pleased to announce that Kimberly Graff has accepted the position.  Kim is a pro-
fessional librarian from Gallupville who has most recently volunteered at both 
the Middleburgh and Berne Public Libraries.  We are excited to work with her at 
our Library and invite everyone to stop by and meet her! 
 

Thanks!  Many thanks to the Friends of the Rensselaerville Library for organizing 
our recent book sale.  Because of the many hours of hard work that they put in, it 
was a huge success!  We would like to especially thank Connie Kudlack and Di-
anne Schanz for organizing and running the sale, and Jack Kudlack, Gail and John 
Haines, Tom Delp, Tim Miller, and other volunteers who showed up after this 
news story was written for delivering and organizing the dozens of cartons of 
books that were contributed.  Thanks also to our generous neighbors who do-
nated boxes and boxes of wonderful books to sell.  We couldn’t have done it with-
out you! 
 

Thank you also to the many other volunteers who have assisted with some of our 
other spring projects, including:  Linda Styer for helping out with our Saturday 
Story Hour; Tom Delp for the beautiful suggestion box that now sits at the circu-
lation desk; Gail Haines and Connie Kudlack for running the outreach program at 
the Senior Citizens’ monthly meeting in Medusa; Candy Wilson for running the 
Second Friday Children’s Movie at Conkling Hall; Dick Platel for the shelves that 
now house our media collection; Penny Grimes for tackling the over-grown gar-
dens in the backyard; and Barbara Heath and Marion Williams, our long-time 
Tuesday morning volunteers who help out with the collection.  Our apologies if 
we have inadvertently left anyone off of this list.  If you would like to help out, 
either by joining the Friends of the Library or by volunteering your services for a 
specific project, please contact the Library at 797-3949. 
 

The Rensselaerville Library and Greenville Elementary School were able to work 
together to bring Irish Storyteller, Liz Weir to the Hilltowns!  On Friday, April 23rd, 
nearly 100 Greenville 5th graders were given the opportunity to attend a performance by nationally re-
nowned Storyteller, Liz Weir.  The opportunity arose through previous Director, Liz King’s volunteer 
work for Upper Hudson Library System’s annual Riverway Storytelling Festival.  Many thanks go to all 
who were involved in bringing this opportunity to Greenville Elementary School, notably Superintendent 
Cheryl Dudley, Principal Peter Mahan, and Fifth-grade Teacher Rochelle Rowlee. 
 

Our Annual Cocktail Party is on Saturday, May 29 from 5:00,8:00P.M. at Stonecrop on the grounds 

of the Rensselaerville Meeting Center.   The event will be catered by Palmer House & Your Neighbors.  
Tickets are $15 per person (cash bar), and are available at the door.  Come kick off the summer season 
with us, visit with neighbors, and support the Library!  Call 797-3949 for more information. 
 

Second Weekend Film Series at Conkling Hall 

 Friday, June 11 at 6:30P.M. – The Tooth Fairy.  

 No Second Saturday film this month.   

Library Bookmark 
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The next Library 

Board meeting is on 

Monday, June 21st 

at 7:00P.M. 

Staff:  
Kim Graff, Director;  Katie Caprio, Library Technician; Zachary Wellstood, Page 

Town of  Rensselaerville 

Library Hours:  

 

Tuesday & 

Wednesday:  

10:00 AM to Noon, 

4:00�9:00 PM  

 

Thursday & Friday: 

4:00—9:00 PM  

 

Saturday:  

9:00�1:00 PM 



 

Saturday, June 5:  Remember it is Founder’s Day.  Look for celebrations in 
town. 
 

Friday, June 11:  Children’s Movie (see Library announcement for details) at 
6:30 PM.  Admission is $1.  BYO treats.   
 

Saturday, June 12:  Jazz Concert.  Mike Benedict and his sextet will perform 
with their smooth vibes and horns at 7:30 PM.  Beverages and snacks will be 

available.  Admission:  $15. Come share a beautiful evening with us. (Replaces 
Second Saturday Movie.) 
 

Movement classes with Sarah Nelson Weiss, appropriate for all levels.  
 

Pilates:  Saturdays 9 – 10 AM.  Strengthen and lengthen with Pilates mat work and small equipment.  
Emphasis on core strength and proper alignment.  $10. 
 

Yoga:  Tuesdays 9 – 10:15 AM.  Move, breathe, and relax.  Good for what ails you!  $10. 
 

Special Summer Session:  Thursday evenings, June 24 – July 29, 7 – 8:45 PM.  Calming, cooling evening 
class. A gentle practice including breathing, meditation, sound and movement, and relaxation.  $80 for 
all 6 classes.  $15 drop in. 
 

Call Sarah at 239 6825 with questions or to register for the summer session. 
 

You can contact Conkling Hall at 518 797 3459 or read our website at www.ConkingHall.org.  We send 
frequent announcements/reminders about our events.  If you wish to be added to the list, please give 
us your email address at ConklingZHall@earthlink.net.   
 

SUMMER: “SATURDAY ON THE SIDEWALK”, a food and produce market will return. Meat, eggs, pro-
duce, wine, plants and flowers, sandwiches, pastries, and fresh baked baguettes. July 3 through Sep-
tember 4, 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
 

NOTE:  VILLAGE VOICES CONCERT:  SATURDAY, JUNE 19 AT 7:00 PM.  At the Presbyterian Church. 

Another wonderful music performance by our friends and neighbors. Always a treat. Free will dona,

tion. 
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Conkling Hall—What’s On In June 

Methodist Hill Road 
Rensselaerville, NY  
(518) 797- 3459 

Please Take Notice 
 

Town Clerk’s Office will close at 10:00 am  
on Friday, June 18, 2010  

to attend a Town Clerk meeting  
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Need Information? Elder Source Line (447-7177) 
has information about Senior Services to help in a 
variety of ways. Call between 8:30AM-12:30PM 
Monday through Friday. Call for free assistance 
with housing options, insurance counseling, bene-
fits and entitlements, community resources, adult 
daycare, and caregiver options. This program is 
funded by United Way of Northeastern New York 
and Senior Services of Albany Foundation. 
 

Senior Citizens Club: We meet on the second 
Tuesday of the month at the Medusa Firehouse at 
noon. $1.00 is collected. ALL senior citizens are 
invited to join the club. Please bring a covered 
dish to share and/or dessert. Members need to 
bring their own plates and utensils. Coffee is pro-
vided. 

Senior Van: Tuesday: Bryant's Center, Greenville 
Thursday: Cobleskill (Wal-Mart) Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday: Van is available to travel to doctor 
appointments. Call Ann Vogel at 797-3376 regard-
ing scheduling and/or arranging for van pick up.  
 

Helderberg Senior Services: Lunches are served 
Monday through Friday at noon for $3.75. A one- 
day advance reservation would be appreciated and 
can be made by calling Marie at 797-3652 between 
9:00AM-1:00PM for information and reservations.  
 

We need volunteer drivers!!!! If you have a valid 
driver’s license and could volunteer a couple 
hours of your time now and then, it would be 
greatly appreciated. Contact Kathy Hallenbeck, 
Town Clerk, for more details. 

Senior Corner 

Rensselaerville's Village Voices  
will present their  
Spring Concert   

Saturday, June 19, at 7pm  
in the Rensselaerville Presbyterian Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come hear Vivaldi, Thomas Morley,  
Jacob Handl, folk songs and JAZZ!  

   
Accompaniments include  

organ, piano and string quartet. 
 

Free will donation. 

Paid Advertisement 
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Extra Helpings Food Buying Club — Available to Everyone 

Extra Helpings is a program of the Regional Food 
Bank of Northeastern New York and is offered to 
the community through The Hilltowns Community 
Resource Center (HCRC) in Westerlo.  The program 
is open to all individuals regardless age or income.  
Anyone is welcome to purchase any or all of the 
package options. June’s Extra Helpings menus are 
as follows: 
 

June’s Regular menu:  $21.00 
• 1.25 lb. Turkey Tenderloin 
• 2 lb. bag Chicken Tenders 
• 3 lbs. Sweet Italian Sausage Rope 
• 1 lb. 90%Lean Ground Beef  
• 1 pint Grape Tomatoes 
• 1 pint Fresh Blueberries     
 

Special #1:  $13.50                
• 3 lb. Box IQF. Butterfly Breaded Shrimp 
 

Special #2  $15.50  PASTA BOX  
• 18 oz. Stuffed Shells 
• 12 oz. Sundried Tomato Stuffed Shells 
• 12 oz. Spinach Stuffed Rigatoni   
• 13 oz. Lg. Round Ravioli  
• 16 oz. Tri-color Tortellini 
• 13 oz. Potato and Cheese Pierogi   

• 18 oz. Manicotti   
• 2 qts. Casa Visco Spaghetti Sauce 
 

Special #3: $32.00 MEAT BOX 
• 3 lbs. (3 – 1#  pkgs.) Lean Ground Beef 
• 2.5 lbs.  IQF Boneless/Skinless Chicken Breast 
• 2 lbs. Sweet Italian Sausage Rope 
• 3 lbs. Salisbury Steak 
• 2.5 lbs. All Natural Gourmet Meatballs (fully 

cooked) 
 

(Substitutions of equal value may be necessary due to availability.) 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Orders with payment are due at the 

HCRC office by June 8th
 for pick-up on June 22nd.    

HCRC distributes Extra-Helpings at the Rensselaer-
ville Firehouse from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 
at St. Bernadette’s Church in Berne from 11:15 a.m. 
to 11:45 a.m. on delivery days.  The pick-up site 
must be noted with each order.  Anyone wishing 
more information regarding Extra-Helpings or other 
Hilltowns Community Resource Center services, 
please call 797-5256.  HCRC’s mailing address is 
P.O. Box 147, Westerlo, NY 12193.  Please include 
your phone number on all correspondence.  

Volume 21, Number 6 

Eagle Scout Fundraiser Dinner 
 

Date: Saturday, June 19, 2010 

Time: 5:00 – 8:00pm 

Where: United Methodist Church, Norton Hill 

Tickets: $20.00 per person 
 

Justin G. Nevins, Life Scout with Greenville Boy Scout 
Troop #42, is hosting a fundraiser dinner on Saturday, 
June 19th as part of his Eagle Scout Project. Justin’s ser-
vice is to raise enough money to purchase three (3) 
AEDs (automated external defibrillator) to be placed in 
our local town halls to include Town of Durham, Town 
of Greenville, and Town of Rensselaerville. This com-
munity service project will have a lasting positive effect 
on our local community. Those wishing to make a do-
nation but not attend the fundraiser dinner may also 
do so. Call (518) 239-6933 for reservations or for fur-
ther information. 

 

Menu: Choice of Chicken Parmesan or Baked Ziti 

Tossed Salad 

Bread & Butter 

Refreshments 

Cake & Coffee for dessert 
 

Raffle Prize Opportunities with purchase of raffle tickets 
 

The life you help save could be your own. 

Enjoy an evening in the shadow of the  

Catskills… tasting, shopping, and sightseeing! 
 

Hilltown Farmer’s Market:  

Fridays 4-7 pm 
 

At Jimmy Walker’s Greenhouse Rt. 145 - Preston Hollow.  Featuring Henry’s 
Produce, Wine-tasting, Grass-fed Beef, Carlie’s Cookies, Wild Thymes, local 
jams, maple syrup, & Live Music and Dancing for health and pleasure! 

 

 
 
 
(From June 18)  New Vendors & Crafts welcome (tel. 239-4039) 

Food Security is looking 
your grower in the eye! 

Paid Advertisement 
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Middleburgh Library Happenings 

 6/1, 8, 15, 22, 29 – 3:30 PM – Reading with Indy – Indy is a trained and certified therapy dog 
who along with his trainer, Karen Van Dyke, offers non-judgmental ears to your little one.  Children who 
are just beginning to read, need practice reading, or simply need a confidence boost will find Indy a 
great friend. 

 6/3, 10, 17, 24 – 7:00 PM – Knitting Circle , Do you like to knit or crochet or do you participate 
in other fiber arts?  Bring your project and join your neighbors for some creativity and conversation.  No 
registration is required. 

 6/5, 12, 19, 26  – 1:00 PM – A Memoir Writing Workshop for Adults , This fun, lively workshop 
series is for adults to explore and develop their writing skills by illuminating the stories hidden within 
favorite keepsakes.  Participants will choose an object they have kept over the years and tell the story 
that makes it a keepsake - the moment, person, place it evokes.  Memoirs will be published in booklet 
form for all participants.  This event was funded in part by Poets & Writers Inc. with public funds from 

The New York State Council on the Arts, a State Agency.  REGISTRATION REQUIRED. 

 6/9 – 1:00 PM – Mouse Workshop , Dropdowns and dragging, and right-clicking, oh my!  This 
workshop will illustrate the basic functions of a mouse while providing various online games and tutori-
als that will help you become familiar with clicking and interacting with the computer.  There will be 

plenty of time to practice.  Registration Required. 

 6/11 – 6:00 PM – Dinner and A Movie – “Invictus” (PG 13) We're at it again!  Join us for more 
food and fun as we watch the Academy Award nominated film "Invictus", directed by Clint East-
wood.  Nelson Mandela, in his first term as the South African President, initiates a unique venture to 
unite the apartheid-torn land: enlist the national rugby team on a mission to win the 1995 Rugby World 

Cup.  We'll provide the pizza and drinks and you bring a dessert to share.  Registration Required.  Reg,

ister early as space is limited. 

 6/15 – 7:00 PM – Concert – John Wort Hannam , From the prairies in Southern Alberta comes 
one of Canada’s best folk/roots songwriters, John Wort Hannam. For five years John Wort Hannam 
taught grade 9 language arts on the largest reserve in Canada – The Kainai Nation, part of the Blackfoot 
Confederacy. But in 1997 he heard a Loudon Wainwright III record and was hooked by the music and sto-
ries.  With comparisons to Gordon Lightfoot, James Keelaghan, and John Prine, John Wort Hannam is a 
born story-teller. 

 6/16 – 1:00 PM – Internet 101 , Find your way around the web in this hands-on session on using 
the Internet. You will learn how to successfully navigate a website, use tabbed browsing, and print pages 

accurately. Email basics and web searching covered as well. Prerequisite: Mouse Workshop.  Registra,

tion Required. 

 6/22 — 7:00 PM , Book Discussion – “Eat, Pray, Love” by Elizabeth Gilbert.  Books are available 
at the circulation desk. 

 6/30 – 12:00 – Chat & Chew , Bring a bag lunch & join the Director in a discussion about what 
we’ve all been reading. 

 6/30 – 1:00 PM – Let’s Make Bubbles – Summer Reading Kick-off !!!!!!! 
 
For further details and additional programs, check out our web site at www.middleburghlibrary.org  or 
stop in the library for a brochure of activities. 

POST OFFICE INFORMATION 
 

Rensselaerville: 797-3231 
Medusa: 239-4826 

Preston Hollow: 239-6111 
 



Backyard Safety 
 

Summer is here and it’s time to play! Long summer days, beautiful sunny weather and no more school. 
It’s easy to forget how dangerous summer can be, even in our own backyards. Here are a few guidelines 
from the American Academy of Pediatrics to help make pools and playground equipment a little safer for 
your children and a little less stressful for you. 
 

Pool Safety 
 

• Never leave your children alone in or near the pool, even for a moment. 

• You must put up a fence to separate your house from the pool. Most young 

children who drown in pools wander out of the house and fall into the pool. 
Install a fence at least 4 feet high around all 4 sides of the pool. This fence 
will completely separate the pool from the house and play area of the yard. 
Use gates that self-close and self-latch, with latches higher than your chil-
dren’s reach. 

• Keep rescue equipment (such as a shepherd’s hook or life preserver) and a 

telephone by the pool. 

• Anyone watching young children around a pool should learn CPR and be 

able to rescue a child if needed. Stay within an arm’s length of your child. 

• Remove all toys from the pool after use so children aren’t tempted to reach 

for them. 

After the children are done swimming, secure the pool so they can’t get back 

into it. 
 

 

Playground Equipment Safety 
 

• Put home playground equipment together correctly. It should sit on a level 

surface and be anchored firmly to the ground. 

• Swing seats should be made of something soft, not wood or metal. 

• Cap all screws and bolts. Check periodically for loose nuts and bolts and bro-

ken, rusty, or sharp parts. 

• Install playground equipment at least 6 feet from fences or walls. 

Check for hot metal surfaces on equipment such as those on slides, which could 
cause burns. 
 

 
 

Barbecue Safety 
 

Nothing says summer like cooking out on the grill in the backyard when family and 
friends gather together to enjoy good food and good company. Common sense 
goes a long way when it comes to grill safety. Always explain to your children that 
a grill is off limits. When grilling with children, never leave a hot grill unattended, 
not even for 10 seconds! A child can get burned in an instant. Just like pots in your 
home, never leave pots on a grill or side burner with the handle sticking out. A 
small child could pull the hot pan and its contents on top of them. Be sure your 
grill is in good working order. Remember, grills stay hot for a long time after you 
have finished cooking. Follow manufacturer’s guidelines for checking gas connections and safety items. 
Always be alert of children in or around your yard when grilling and you should have a great safe grilling 
summer. 
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Town of Rensselaerville, Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes for March 18, 2010 - FINAL 
 

Present: Dorothea Cotter, Richard Amedure, Allyn Wright, Sherri Pine, Ray Welsh 
 

Absent: Fred Stettner, Muriel Frasher 
 

Also present, Kathy Wank, Secretary, Craig Bouvier, Chad Jamison, Audience members 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:30 PM by Allyn Wright 
 

Motion to accept minutes from March 4, 2010 meeting made by Richard Amedure; seconded by Sherri 
Pine. All in favor, none opposed, so moved. 
 

Richard Amedure made a motion to re-open/continue with the public hearing of Craig Bouvier – File 
#10-01-01-SBL 125.-1-21.10- 392 Pond Hill Road. Seconded by Sherri Pine, all in favor, none opposed, so 
moved. 
 

There was one audience member present, Chad Jamison, who thanked Mr. Bouvier for taking the time to 
discuss his future plans of the land with him. 
 

No other comments were made.  Richard Amedure made motion to close public hearing, seconded by 
Dorothea Cotter. All in favor, none opposed, so moved. 
 

Richard Amedure made motion to approve the minor subdivision, seconded by Sherri Pine. All in favor, 
none opposed, so moved. 
 

Secretary Kathy Wank read the resolution prepared by Jon Kosich. All in favor, none opposed, so moved.  
Kathy Wank signed the resolution, giving Mr. Bouvier a copy for his records. 
 

Allyn Wright signed two copies of the final mylar plat, giving Mr. Bouvier one copy to file with Albany 
County.  The second was filed in the Town’s records. 
 

Sketch Plan Application Training (20 minutes) – was viewed on-line using the projector by all members 
in attendance at the meeting. 
 

8:09 PM motion to adjourn made by Richard Amedure, seconded by Sherri Pine. All in favor, none       
opposed, so moved. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Wank, Planning Board Secretary 

RENSSELAERVILLE  GRIST MILL MUSEUM OPENS FOR SUMMER  
Janet Haseley, _edhase@aol.com_ (mailto:edhase@aol.com)   

 
The Rensselaerville Grist Mill Museum will open for the summer season on Saturday, May 29, with a  
bake sale and guided tours of the Mill. Hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on May 29 and thereafter the Satur-
day hours will be noon to 2 p.m. through Labor Day  weekend. The Mill will also be open on Wednesdays 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. until  mid-October. There is no charge to visit.  
 

The Grist Mill Museum has an extensive archive of genealogy records and ledgers, wills, photos,  and 
other historical items from the Town of Rensselaerville’s past. Wednesdays  are the best days for gene-
alogy researchers to visit because Wednesday is the  day that the Research Group meets each week and 
there will be several  knowledgeable volunteers on hand to help visitors find information.  
 

The Rensselaerville Grist Mill is the only remaining mill of 29 water-powered mills that once were  in the 
township of Rensselaerville and tours are always available during hours  the Mill is open.  
 

Donations of baked  goods for the Bake Sale will be appreciated. They can be brought to the Mill at  10 
a.m. Saturday, May 29, or arrangements can be made for an earlier day or time  by calling Marion Wil-
liams at 797-5016, Claire Leber at 239-8479 or Irene Olson  at 239-4345. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!!! 
 

Voter Outreach Opportunity 
 

What:  An opportunity to experience the new voting 
machines 

When:  Saturday, August 28th, 2010 

Where: Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa 
 

The Board of Elections has scheduled this event to 
provide Town of Rensselaerville voters with an op-
portunity to check out the new voting machines, 
known as digital image scanners. The voting proc-
ess will be explained and you will have an opportu-
nity to practice on the new machine. 
 

The 4-step process includes: 
1. receiving your ballot from a poll worker 
2. marking your selections with the approved 

marking device provided 
3. inserting your ballot into the digital image scan-

ner 
4. reviewing the screen before casting the ballot 
 
Make plans to come see what it’s all about! 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 

2” x 3.5” (Business Card)  $15.00 
4” x 3” (Quarter Page)  $23.00 
5” x 8” (Half Page)  $40.00 
8.5” x 11” (Full Page)   $75.00 
Separate Full Page Insert $150.00 
 
Contact the Town Hall if you have a full page in-
sert for the Newsletter. 
 
Pay in Advance for a full year and get the 12th 
month FREE. 
 
Not-for-Profit organizations, please call the Town 
Hall for advertising rates. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Important information: All submissions must be 

in .doc or .pdf format and must be submitted as 
an attachment. Information received in any other 
format will not be honored due to the time neces-
sary to recreate the submission for publication. 
 In addition, all advertising (paid or other-
wise) must be submitted to the Town Clerk’s of-
fice as well as to the newsletter coordinator. 

In honor of Flag Day, June 14, we re-print the following article about flag etiquette. 

Displaying the Flag Outdoors 
 

When the flag is displayed from a staff projecting from a window, balcony, or a building, the union should be at the 
peak of the staff unless the flag is at half staff.  
 

When it is displayed from the same flagpole with another flag - of a state, community, society or Scout unit - the flag 
of the United States must always be at the top except that the church pennant may be flown above the flag during 
church services for Navy personnel when conducted by a Naval chaplain on a ship at sea.  
 

When the flag is displayed over a street, it should be hung vertically, with the union to the north or east. If the flag 
is suspended over a sidewalk, the flag's union should be farthest from the building.  
 

When flown with flags of states, communities, or societies on separate flag poles which are of the same height and 
in a straight line, the flag of the United States is always placed in the position of honor - to its own right. 
 
..The other flags may be smaller but none may be larger. 
 

..No other flag ever should be placed above it. 
 

..The flag of the United States is always the first flag raised and the last to be lowered.  
 

When flown with the national banner of other countries, each flag must be displayed from a separate pole of the 
same height. Each flag should be the same size. They should be raised and lowered simultaneously. The flag of one 
nation may not be displayed above that of another nation.  
 

Raising and Lowering the Flag 
 

The flag should be raised briskly and lowered slowly and ceremoniously. Ordinarily it should be displayed only be-
tween sunrise and sunset. It should be illuminated if displayed at night. 
 

The flag of the United States of America is saluted as it is hoisted and lowered. The salute is held until the flag is 
unsnapped from the halyard or through the last note of music, whichever is the longest.  
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Church Services 

Preston Hollow Baptist Church 
Route 145, Preston Hollow,  
239-6544 
Worship: Sunday - 11:00AM 
 

Rensselaerville Presbyterian Church 
Summer Session Worship - 11:00AM  
Coffee Hour following Service 

 

United Church of Christ 
Medusa, 239-6119 
Worship: Sunday - 10:00AM 

 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
Trinity Lane, Rensselaerville,  
797-5395 
Holy Eucharist & Church School Sunday 
11:00AM 
 

Potter Hollow Union Church 

4824 Potter Hollow Mountain Road 
Potter Hollow, 263-4478 
Worship: Sunday - 10:00AM 
Coffee Hour & Sunday School—11:30AM 
Call for Bible Study and Prayer Group 

Town of  Rensselaerville 

ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR 

& 

KIDS FUN DAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

June 12, 2010   9am – 3pm 
 

HELDERBERG CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
933 County Route 401 

PO Box 164 
Westerlo, NY 12193 

 

$15 per table 
Contact Dorothy @ (518) 239-8417 

SPRING RUMMAGE SALE 
 

JUNE 5TH 
 

AT THE MEDUSA CHURCH 
 

9AM TO 3PM. 
 
 

LOTS OF GOOD 
THINGS 

BAG OF BOOKS $2.00 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 

RECORDS 
TOYS 

JEWELRY 
VIDEOS 

AND MUCH, MUCH 
MORE 

 
 

PART OF MEDUSA FESTIVAL 
 

ALSO THE MEDUSA MUSEUM WILL BE OPEN 
IN THE CHURCH. 

Paid Advertisement 
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Volunteer News and Events 

Medusa Volunteer Fire Department 
 

Company Meeting: Monday, June 7th, at 8:00 PM 

Drill & Work Meeting: Monday, June 14th and 21st at 7:00PM 
 

 

Rensselaerville Volunteer Fire Department 
The sun is shining and SPRING has SPRUNG, won’t you join us, help neighbors & have fun?  

Calls as of May 9, 2010: 24 
    

June:            July:  
   2nd – 7pm Ladies Battalion     5th – 7 pm Company Drill 

  7th  – 7pm Company Drill   12th – 7pm Company Drill 
14th – 7pm Company Drill      28th – 7:30pm Company Meeting 

20th
 – 8 am,11 am Fathers Day Breakfast 

 30th – 7:30pm Company Meeting    
            

Special Events – June:  

• 6/20 – 8 am to 11 am Annual ‘Father’s Day Breakfast’!!  Bring dad in for a treat!! 
 

Summer Break for RVFD Ladies Battalion.  No meetings in July or August.   
   

Looking into the future:  

• 9/19 – Battalion Pancake Breakfast:  What could be better than Flapjacks in the Fall!! 
 

 

Tri-Village Volunteer Fire Department 
Company Meeting: Wednesday, June 2nd at 8:00PM 
 

Special Events :  

• The Tri-Village Vol. Fire Co. Inc.'s annual fund drive is underway and will run through the summer. 
Please send in your tax-deductible donations to PO Box 575 Preston Hollow NY 12469 and HELP US 
HELP YOU!!!! 

• Tri-Village Vol. Fire Co. Inc will be hosting an Open House Sunday, June 27th from 1pm to 4pm . 
 

 

Rensselaerville Volunteer Ambulance Department 
Company Meeting: Wednesday, June 16th at 7:00PM 

Tri-Village Vol. Fire Co. Inc Open House 
 

Sunday, June 27th, from 1pm to 4pm  
at the Station ~ 3096 Rte 145, Preston Hollow.  

 
We will be displaying our new Engine Tanker. This piece of apparatus was 
made possible through a federal grant received in January 2009.  
 
Refreshments and kids’ activities will take place. Please stop by and show 
your support for the fire company. 
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A Note and Some Opinions from Marion Cooke 
 

The special meeting, held in April, concerning the Highway Department was very well attended. Great to 
see so many people there! Gary Zeh presented a 15 year equipment replacement plan as requested by 
the Town Board. The 2010 highway contract was approved by the Town Board at this meeting. A lot of 
issues were discussed concerning the highway department. 
 

 I recently attended the meeting at the Edmund Niles Huyck Preserve concerning the Helderberg Hill-
towns Association attempts to encourage low impact tourism in order to support local business and 
farmer markets. Jeff Pine, who also attended, gave a report on this at the Town Board meeting. There 

were copies of the article published in the Altamont Enterprise available for the public at Town Hall also.  
 

At the May meeting it was decided to ask for bids on a medium duty truck but there were concerns from 
Board members about bidding out the heavy duty plow truck Gary Zeh had requested. Concerns on the 
economy and anticipated revenues we rely on were part of the discussion. Discussion was held about 
implementing a capital improvement plan at budget time.  
 

In my opinion, a heavy duty plow truck is long past due and as it takes around six months to receive, we 
should start planning now rather than later. Repair costs are going to increase as the equipment ages 
and what is really more cost efficient for the Town? While no one can predict what equipment will break 
down at any given time, should we finance a new truck, as many other Towns do, or do we use some of 
the money we have unexpended to try to provide the services that are expected from the Highway De-
partment? Safety issues are also another important factor. At the same time, it is important not to add 
any more tax burden onto anyone and “pencils would have to be sharpened” to make sure that doesn’t 
happen. I would like to hear your ideas on this issue so please call or email me.  
 

Discussion was held concerning hiring another employee to replace a retiree from last year. No decision 
was made until we can confirm if there is enough money in the budget to cover another full time em-
ployee and will be decided at a later date.   
 

The Town’s 2009 Annual Report has been filed by Supervisor Dermody to the NY State Comptroller’s 
office.  Supervisor Dermody stated it will be available by FOIL request to the public. I would like to think 
you could see a copy without doing a FOIL. There was also a brief discussion about putting the report on 
the Town’s website if possible. 
 

Justin Nevins, attended the Town Board meeting, as he is working on a project for his Eagle Scout award.  
His project is to raise enough money to provide defibrillators for the Rensselaerville, Greenville and 
Westerlo Town Halls.   
 

An Emergency Action Plan for the Myosotis Lake Dam has to be completed as required by regulations of 
NY State. Some of the work on this plan had been started previously by Rebecca Platel, but the Board will 
need an engineer to complete it. We should know more about the costs of this plan soon. Discussion was 
held whether the entire Town would pay for this or if it is a Water District charge. 
 

I encourage everyone to attend Town Board meetings as this is a very brief summary of some items be-
fore the Board. Ask questions on issues that are important to you. I can only give my opinions and inter-
pretations about what is happening in this article and do not write for the Town Board. 
 

Please have a safe Memorial Day weekend and take time to thank all the men and women that have 
served our country so we can enjoy the freedoms we have today!   
 

Until next month----  

Paid Advertisement 
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is good we tell you first.  You get a chance to respond back.  At the end of the audit there is an exit con-
ference where we meet with the Board and go through what we found. The final audit is done and pub-
lished.     
 

With the Board’s permission they would like to be here for a week in May and is looking at the end of the 
summer to try and finish this, not in two or three weeks.  You want to do it right; you should spend the 
time on it. The completed audit will be on their webpage; he suggested that it also be published on the 
Town’s website also.  It will be in a PDF format. 

Councilwoman Cooke made a motion to rescind the motion from the February minutes to put out 

an RFP for an audit; 2nd by Councilwoman Dorner.  Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, 

Dorner, Kudlack; Nays 0 
  

Supervisor Dermody made a motion that we employ the services of Michael Conners and his staff 
at the Albany County Comptroller’s Office to do a four year audit from 2006 to 2009 of the Town 

of Rensselaerville financial books; 2nd by Councilwoman Dorner.  Motion Carried. Ayes 4 – Der.

mody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack;  Nays 0  
 

Mr. Conners introduced Sheldon Smith to the Town Board and gave them some information on Mr. 
Smith.  He is a tremendous asset to the office. 
 

BIDS 

HIGHWAY BIDS 

STONE, ASPHALT CONCRETE, ROAD OIL, DUST OIL 
Bids were received from the following bidders: 
• Callanan Industries Inc., PO Box 15097, Albany, NY 12212 
• Carver Sand & Gravel LLC, 494 Western Turnpike, Altamont, NY 12009 
• Cobleskill Stone Products, P.O. Box 12043, Cobleskill, NY 12043 
• Albany Asphalt & Aggregates Corp., 1800 Church Street, Albany, NY 12202 
• The Gorman Group, Gorman Brothers Inc., Church Street, Albany, NY 12202 
• Peckham Materials, 7065 Rte 9W South, Catskill, NY 12414 
• A. Colarusso & Son Inc., PO Box 302, Hudson, NY 12534 

 

STONE: A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to award the stone bid to lowest bidders; 2nd 

by Councilwoman Dorner. Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack;  Nays 0  
 

ASPHALT AND CONCRETE: A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to award the bid for as-

phalt and concrete to the lowest bidders; 2nd by Councilwoman Dorner. Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 .. 

Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays 0  
 

WINTER MIX: A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to reject all bids received for Winter 

Mix ; 2nd by Councilwoman Dorner.  Motion Carried. Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; 

Nays 0  
  

DUST OIL, ROAD OIL, LIQUID CALCIUM: A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to accept the 
bid from Gorman Brothers for dust oil, road oil, and liquid calcium; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack.  

Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 . Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays 0   
  

CULVERT PIPE – POLYETHLENE – STANDARD AND SMOOTH INTERIOR, GEOTEXTILE FABRIC AND GA-
BION BASKETS AND TIE WIRE: Bids for these items were received from the following: 
• Otsego Iron & Metal, South Rose Avenue, Oneonta, NY 13820 
• Windham Equipment Rentals, Rte 23 PO Box 878, Windham, NY 12469 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to accept the bid from Otsego Iron & Metal for the 
following: standard HDPE pipe, smooth Interior HDPE Pipe; gabion baskets w/wire, Geotextile Fab-

ric; 2nd by Councilwoman Dorner.  Motion Carried. Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; 

Nays 0 
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FUEL OIL, GAS, DIESEL, HEATING CONTRACT: Main-Care Energy, PO Box 11029, Albany, NY 12211 was 
the only company bidding on fuel oil, gas, diesel and a heating contract. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Kudlack to go with the fixed prices for fuel oil, gas, and die-

sel; 2nd by Councilwoman Cooke.  Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack;  

Nays 0  
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorner to accept the service contract from Main Care En-

ergy for each heating unit at $399.00 per unit; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack.  Motion Carried.  Ayes 

4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays 0  
 

PORT,A,POTS: Bids were opened and reviewed by the Town Board on April 6, 2010. Bids were received 
from the following vendors for port-a-pots for the Rensselaerville Playground, Medusa Park and the 
Bayard Elsbree Park; 
• Blue Diamond, 357 So Albany Road, Selkirk, NY 12158 – 1 Regular Unit - $78.00, 1 Handicapped Unit 
- $120.00 
• Big Top Portable Toilets Inc., P.O. Box 1086, Cairo, NY 12413 – Regular Unit - $75.00, Handicapped 
Unit - $120.00 
• Fred’s Sanitation Service, Inc., 744 East Corbin Hill Road, Esperance, NY 12066 - $2160.00. This 
would be billed at $360.00 a month, May to October for a Regular Unit and Handicapped Unit. 
 

These charges are for a month with once a week cleaning. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorner to award the bid to Big Top Portable Toilets Inc. 
for 1 Regular Unit - $75.00 and I Handicapped Unit - $120.00 for the parks as needed;  2nd by 

Councilman Kudlack.  Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays 0  
  

MOWING & TRIMMING OF RENSSELAERVILLE PLAYGROUND, MEDUSA PARK, BAYARD ELSBREE 

PARK: The Town Board received and opened bids for the above Parks on April 6, 2010.  The following 
people submitted bids for the parks; 
• Brian Gibbs, 105 Watertrough Road, Berne, NY 12023 – April 15th to October 15th – 26 Weeks – 

Rensselaerville Playground - $1,074.00 
Medusa Park - $500.00 
Bayard Elsbree Park - $14,000.00 

• Brian Tanner, 417 Albany Hill Road, Rensselaerville, NY – April 15th to October 15th 
Rensselaerville Playground - $3,350.00 
Medusa Park - $1,050.00 
Bayard Elsbree Park - $4,550.00 

 

MEDUSA PARK: A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to award the bid to mow and trim 
the Medusa Park to Brian Gibbs for $500.00, April 15 to October 15th (contingent on the Town re-

ceiving his certificate of insurance); 2nd by Councilwoman Dorner.  Motion Carried. Ayes 4 – Der.

mody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack;  Nays 0 
 

RENSSELAERVILLE PLAYGROUND: A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to award the bid 
to mow and trim the Rensselaerville Playground to Brian Gibbs for $1,074.00, April 15th to Octo-
ber 15th (Contingent on the Town receiving his certificate of insurance); 2nd by Councilwoman 

Dorner.  Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack;  Nays 0  
  

BAYARD ELSBREE PARK: A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to award the bid to mow 
and trim the Bayard Elsbree Park to Brian Tanner for $4,550.00, April 15th to October 15th 
(Contingent on the Town receiving his certificate of insurance); 2nd by Councilwoman Dorner.  

Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays 0   
  

MINUTES:  

 A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorner to accept the minutes of the Regular Meeting held 

on March 11, 2010 and the Work Meeting held on March 9, 2010; 2nd by Councilwoman Cooke.  

Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays 0 
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TRANSFERS/BUDGET MODIFICATIONS: 

TRANSFERS 

 A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to make the following transfers: 
 From:     To:         Amount: 
 DA 5142.1 Snow Removal PS  DA 5151.1 FEMA        $1980.00 
 SW 9710.7 Interest on Debt Service SW 9770.7 Rev Anticipation Interest     $    19.00 
 SS9720.6 BAN Principal  SS9770.7 Rev Anticipation Interest        $   25.00 

 2nd by Councilwoman Dorner.  Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays 0  
 

BUDGET MODIFICATIONS: The Town received $30,000.00 in Revenue Recovery funds from the Ambu-
lance Squad.  

A motion was made Supervisor Dermody to modify the budget revenue to increase A1640 by 
$30,000.00, appropriations – increase A1620.4 Buildings Cont. - $22,750.00, increase A1680.4 
Data Processing Cont. - $6,250.00, increase A1620.2 Building Office Equipment - $1,000.00, 2nd by 

Councilwoman Dorner.  Motion Carried. Ayes 3 – Dermody, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays 1 . Cooke     
 

ABSTRACT APRIL 2010 , v10,232 to v10,290 ,VOUCHERS,BILLS: The General Fund - $11.541.05, 
$43,311.48, $2,975.96; Highway Fund - $546.93, $10,128.93; Lighting District - $612.66; Sewer District – 
4,362.91, $60.86;Water District - $3265.58; Trust & Agency - $3755.14, $146.66. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorner to pay all signed vouchers; 2nd by Councilman Kud-

lack.  Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack;  Nays 0  
 

CORRESPONDENCE             
1. Albany County Legislature Audit & Finance Committee from Dan McCoy, Frank Commisso, Shawn 

Morse, and Sean Ward concerning budget matter consideration for 2011.  Supervisor read the letter. 
2. Press Release received from Dan McCoy a week later stating not to read too much in the previous 

letter.  Supervisor Dermody read this press release. 
 

REPORTS 

SUPERVISOR DERMODY 

RENSSELAERVILLE PAPERWORK – POTTER HOLLOW PARK - Supervisor Dermody reported that the infor-
mation from Bill Ryan was received today.  Attorney Catalano will review the information on the deed 
and he will talk to the engineer and get this straightened out.   
 

TOWN ATTORNEY:  

PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF THE YEAR 2010 – “MORATORIUM EXTENSION LAW OF 2010 OF THE 
TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE” 
Attorney Catalano reported that he received a memo form the Wind Power Committee and they need 
some more time to finish their report and recommendation on commercial wind power.  Attorney 
Catalano had a proposed law and a resolution so that we can schedule a public hearing for the May 
meeting.  Attorney Catalano would like to set the public hearing for May 11, 2010 at 7PM.  Attorney 
Catalano explained the resolution to the Town Board.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to adopt the following resolution as proposed by 
Attorney Catalano, Proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2010;         

Whereas, the town board of the town of Rensselaerville appointed a Wind Power Commit-
tee for the purpose of recommending regulatory controls for wind power facilities in the Town and the 
Town Board enacted a moratorium on such facilities so that the Committee and the Town Board have 
enough time to study the issues involved and recommend zoning amendments on this use; and 

Whereas, said Committee has been regularly meeting over the last several months and has 
prepared and submitted a Recommendations Report on Non-Commercial Wind Power to the Town Board; 
and   

Whereas, the Town Board, in collaboration with the Committee, prepared and enacted a 
local law in 2009 that amends the Town’s Zoning Law by allowing non-commercial wind power facilities 
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in the Town subject to certain procedures, requirements and standards; and 
Whereas, the Committee has since been working diligently on studying the multiple and 

complex issues regarding commercial wind power facilities and has informed the Town Board that it 
needs some more time in which to complete their work; and 

Whereas, since the Town Board will need time in which to review the Committee’s rec-
ommendations report and determined the appropriate course of action, the Town Board believes that 
a short extension of the moratorium currently in effect and due to expire on June 3, 2010, is necessary 
in order to protect the health, safety, and general welfare of the residents of the Town of Rensselaer-
ville; and.     

Whereas, the Town’s Planning and Zoning Attorney has prepared a proposed local law 
that proposes to extend the current moratorium on commercial wind power applications for three ad-
ditional months and a copy of said proposed law has been provided to each member of the Town 
Board at this special meeting for consideration; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
1. The Town Board hereby introduces and proposes for adoption Local Law No. 1 of 2010, re-

garding a three-month extension of a moratorium on all commercial wind power projects 
and applications throughout the Town from June 3, 2010 until September 3, 2010 or until a 
local law addressing such use is adopted and takes effect, whichever first occurs. 

2. The Town Board determines that the adoption of the proposed Local Law No. 1 is listed as 
a Type II action under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and, as such, 
further environmental review is not necessary or required. 

3. The Town Board hereby schedules a public hearing for the proposed Local Law to be held at 
the Town Hall on May 11, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. 

4. The Town Board hereby orders that the notice of the public hearing be posted at the Town 
Office, on the Town’s website, and published in the Town’s official newspaper at least 10 
days before the hearing date together with any other notice or referrals as required by law. 

2nd by Councilwoman Cooke. Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack;  

Nays 0  
 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT CONTINUED 

FINANCIAL REPORTS: Bookkeeper Cornwell has prepared the account summary, the bank balances as 
of April 7th, and the statements prepared by the Bookkeeper on Tuesday.  Are there any questions? 
 

GRANT APPLICATION: Supervisor filed the grant application for the $15,000.00 reimbursement for the 
little red car. 
 

CENSUS FORMS: People who only use Post Office Box addresses did not get any census forms. Forms 
can be picked up at the Town Hall or Bryant’s.  Forms must be in by May first. 
 

WASTE OIL COLLECTION: We did another waste oil collection on the 27th; we only collected 18 gallons.  
We will do it for a couple of more months to see if it is cost effective.  We are paying someone for 
eight hours and collected 18 gallons this time and 39 gallons the first time.   
 

SUMMER YOUTH EMPLOYMENT: Supervisor Dermody reported that she met with 3 interested teenag-
ers and their Mothers.   Supervisor Dermody recommended that we identify the Town Hall as the work 
site for this year.  We have enough records management alone to keep them busy.  If it is ok with the 
Town Board, Supervisor Dermody will go forward with applying the Town Hall as being the work site. 
The Town Board agreed with this.   
 

KENYON ROAD – OLD LANDFILL SITE: Supervisor Dermody reported that we had trespassers on the 
old landfill located on Kenyon Road, a taxpayer called ENCON.  Upon advice of Council we are prose-
cuting.  Supervisor Dermody purchased some new trespassing signs and the Highway crew will put 
them up.     
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RIGHT TO FARM SIGNS: Supervisor Dermody called the Deputy Commissioner of Public Works concern-
ing these signs. She has been put in touch with Tom Gallagher from the Cornell Cooperative Farm Exten-
sion Farm Bureau and Mark Fitzsimmons. We are going to see how we can get those signs cost effectively 
and get them posted.   

SENIOR BUS REPAIR: By tomorrow Supervisor Dermody will have the contact person and will set up a 
repair date 
 

DVD: Supervisor Dermody mentioned that when she taped last month’s meeting, she didn’t get the en-
tire meeting.  Is there any possibility that she can get a copy from the DVD from people who had cam-
eras set up. Mr. Amedure and Mr. Tollner will each try to supply a copy.  Supervisor Dermody would like 
to keep an accurate archive of our meetings.            
 

FEE COMPARISONS: Supervisor Dermody reported that we have received information from surrounding 
towns on their fees schedules.  Supervisor Dermody put a copy in CEO Overbaugh’ mailbox and asked 
that he review it and come to the May 11th meeting with recommendations and rationale concerning the 
fees. 
 

FOIL POLICY UPDATE: Supervisor Dermody and Councilwoman Dorner will work on updating this policy. 
 

RENSSELAERVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT – TOWN WIDE GARAGE SALE: We received an email from the 
RFVD concerning a person in Cooksburg asking if there was a public place he could set up his items.  
The only space available would be on Rensselaerville Playground, pay the suggested garage sale fee and 
also a cleanup up fee which would be refundable after inspection of the site.  The Town Board did not 
have a problem with it.   
 

MR. DEMPSEY’S COMMENTS – COUNCILWOMAN COOKE’S NEWSLETTER AD: Supervisor Dermody men-
tioned that the ACLU states that we have to accept all paid ads. Supervisor Dermody has been bothered 
by two newsletter ads on a couple of levels. Supervisor Dermody asked what the purpose or the agenda 
is. That article had misinformation in it about a March 18th meeting; that is the one reason we don’t pub-
lish the Town Board minutes until after they have been approved. The intention is not clear. Are you 
writing as a private citizen, are you writing as a representative to the Town Board? 
 

Councilwoman Cooke will apologize for the meeting notice in the next newsletter article. She did not 
submit that as town councilmen; she spoke to the newsletter coordinator and she said that she added 
the title. Councilwoman Cooke mentioned that there are a lot of people in the town that are concerned 
that two months go by before they know what is going on at the town board meetings. This is a note 
from Marion Cooke; it is her opinion and she stated that. Items in the newsletter were discussed at 
length.  The closing of the town hall due to the massive winter storm was also discussed. 
 

Attorney Catalano mentioned that you should write a disclaimer that you are writing your opinion you 
are not speaking on behalf of the Town Board.  Also as far as the minutes go, the minutes are always a 
month late to appear in the newsletter.  A couple of years ago there was an insistence that the complete 
minutes be included, if we include a summary that the Town Board doesn’t have to approve.   
 

Supervisor Dermody, the deadline for the newsletter is the Friday after the Town Board meeting. The 
Town Clerk would not have enough time to prepare a summary of the minutes in such a short time pe-
riod. 
 A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorner to accept the Supervisor’s report; 2nd by Council
 man Kudlack.  
Councilwoman Cooke asked about Supervisor Dermody’s report for the month of January as Town Su-
pervisor; you were not town supervisor when you wrote it. 
 

Councilwoman Dorner asked to move on.   

 Motion Carried.  Ayes 3 – Dermody, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays 0;  Abstention 1 . Cooke 
 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

HIGHWAY CONTRACT: The intent of that is to address the worse roads in the Town that the school 
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buses travel on.  There are some anticipated rentals. Some of the equipment that they have is outdated, 
obsolete, or non-productive. Put them out to bid to generate some income towards our capital improve-
ment plan.   
 

NEW HIRE: Superintendent Zeh would like to hire one more full time employee to fill the position that 
was vacated last year and possibly one part-time employee for the summer.   
 

ABANDON EASEMENTS ON NON-MAINTAINED ROADS: Superintendent Zeh asked about abandoning our 
maintenance easements on some of the roads that are not used anymore, such as the end of Camp Win-
sockie, Olmo Road. Superintendent Zeh had many questions concerning this issue. 
Attorney Catalano, a previous Town Board took this up about ten years ago, there is a lot of work that 
has to be done, you have to investigate the roads you are interested in abandoning, see how the town 
acquired the interest.  Some of them might be a fee interest, an easement, it might be by prior mainte-
nance.  We have to check and see as to what status the roads are. There is a formal procedure that the 
Town must go through a public hearing and a notice to the County.  This will be looked into further.  
 

VERIZON: Superintendent Zeh reported that he spoke to Verizon concerning their placement of wires in 
the Town Roads.  It is hard to ditch our roads due to the placement of their wires. 
 

HIGHWAY SCHOOL: Superintendent Zeh asked for permission to go to the Highway School, June 7, 8 and 
9, 2010 roads.  Superintendent Zeh talked about some of the items at the school that he is interested in 
attending. 
Supervisor Dermody would like to see a copy of the classes. 
 

SAFETY & TRAINING: Superintendent Zeh has been getting training DVD‘s for the him and the men to 
watch and also sending them to the Operating Engineer’s School. 
 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN: Superintendent Zeh mentioned that he went out 15 years and he did a 
tentative replacement plan for trucks and equipment, what we need and don’t need.  There are some 
items that we don’t need, we can rent.   
Supervisor Dermody would like to make the recommendation that we hold a special meting two weeks 
from tonight for the sole purpose of discussing all the Highway Department documentation.                    
 

TRUCKS: Superintendent Zeh would like to purchase two trucks this year.  He would like the Town Board 
to pass a resolution to standardize our trucks if we decide to buy a plow truck.  All our trucks are Inter-
nationals.   
 

ROADS: Superintendent Zeh asked Attorney Catalano if we can post roads during mud season for 
weight. 
Attorney Catalano will check on this.    
 

NEWSLETTER: Superintendent Zeh asked if he could get a spot in the newsletter and also on the web for 
the Highway Department to post information for the people as far as what roads they are going to work 
on.  
Supervisor Dermody, any department can put an article in the newsletter, and please talk to Mr. Styer 
about getting on the web. 
 

4 DAY 40 HOUR WORK WEEK: Superintendent Zeh reported that a vote was taken by the Highway De-
partment to go to a four day week, 10 hours a day for the summer.  This will begin on May 3rd.   

A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to set a Special Meeting for April 22, 2010, 7 PM to 

discuss the Highway documentation; 2nd by Councilwoman Dorner.  Motion Carried. Ayes 4 . Der.

mody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays 0   
 

A motion was made by Councilman Kudlack to accept Superintendent Zeh’s report; 2nd by Coun-

cilwoman Dorner.  Motion Carried. Ayes 4 . Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays 0 
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TOWN CLERK:  Town Clerk Hallenbeck reported the following collected and paid out for the month of 
March 2010; Town Clerk Department – Total Collected - $981.61. Paid to the Supervisor - $857.59     
(fees);   Paid to the Albany County Clerk - $38.77 (dog license); Paid to NYS Department of Agriculture 
and Markets - $21.00 (spay and neutering program); Paid to NYS Departmental Conservation - $64.25        
(sporting license); Water Rents Collected - $5934.56.  Sewer Rents Collected - $1738.63.  
 

The Town Clerk asked for authorization to attend the NYS Town Clerk Association Conference at Sara-
toga Springs on April 26 – 28, 2010 and that her expenses be reimbursed.  She will be commuting with a 
couple of Towns. 

A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody authorizing the Town Clerk to attend the Town 

Clerk’s Conference and that her expenses be reimbursed; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack.  Motion 

Carried.  Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays 0  
 

A motion was made by Supervisor Dermody to accept the Town Clerk’s Report for the month of 

March 2010; 2nd by Councilwoman Dorner.  Motion Carried. Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, 

Kudlack; Nays 0         
  

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR: Supervisor Dermody read the following report 
for CEO Overbaugh for the month of March 2010: 1 home replacement, 2 building repairs and 1 pole 
barn for a total of $277.36.  Also he is in favor of more upgrades for his computer.   
 A motion was made by Councilman Kudlack to accept CEO Overbaugh’s report for the month of 

 March; 2nd by Councilwoman Cooke. Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; 

 Nays 0                    
 

ASSESSING DEPARTMENT:  If you have any questions or concerns, please come see them.  If you know 
of any building that came down from the snow storm, please contact the assessors so they can adjust 
your assessment. 
 

Cold War Veterans Exemption – The County has adopted an amendment to the Cold War Veterans Ex-
emption which triples the benefits.  This amendment does not go in effect until the 2011 rolls.  We have 
plenty of time to do it.  Assessor Pine explained this law to the Town Board. 
Grievance Day is May 25th, 3 to 5 and 6 to 8 pm.  

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorner to accept the Assessor’s report; 2nd by Councilman 

Kudlack.  Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays 0  
 

BOARD OF ETHICS:  There is nothing to report. 
 

WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE:  Douglas Story reported that we are waiting on the SPEDES permit for the 
Sewer District.  The Committee got a letter for the removal of debris for the Dam and we need to wait 
until all the permits are in before we can do anything. 
Supervisor Dermody mentioned that when she was speaking to Mrs. Conners he mentioned if you can’t 
find a grant for water and sewer issues, perhaps someone on your committee should set up a meeting 
with him to see what he can do for us.   
 

CURRENT EVENTS:   

• Medusa Fire Company will hold their last breakfast on April 17th. 

• There will be an event for Bob Lansing on April 10th, 4 PM at the Town Hall to honor him for all his 

years of service to the Town and present him with a plaque. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

INVESTMENT POLICY: Supervisor Dermody reported that Attorney Catalano had revised the Investment 
Policy to make it more restrictive to what it had been and to eliminate some investment option that were 
not necessarily legal or supported by the Comptroller’s Office.   

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to adopt the Investment Policy; 2nd by Councilman 
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Kudlack.  Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays 0  
 

IT SERVICES: Supervisor Dermody mentioned that so far she has been very pleased with our new service providers. 
We continue to have some problems with our former provider. Supervisor Dermody mentioned that she got a quote 
for a new switch from the old provider of $125.00 to $150.00, the bill came in at $282.00. The switch was manufac-
tured 4½ years ago; it had no warranty on it.  Supervisor Dermody contacted i.t.s., our new provider; they are going 
to get us a new 24 port switch with a 5 year warranty for $270.00. Supervisor Dermody also received a quote for 
upgrading the RAM in all the machines (10) for $528.00.    

A motion was made by Councilwoman Dorner to purchase the new switch for $270.00 and upgrade the RAM 

for $528.00 from i.t.s.; 2nd by Councilman Kudlack.  Motion Carried. Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, 

Kudlack; Nays 0  
 

RECORDS ROOM: Records Room Discussion will be added to the agenda for the Special Meeting on April 22nd. 

NEW BUSINESS 

JOB DESCRIPTION – RECYCLING COORDINATOR: Supervisor Dermody mentioned that she presented this to the 
Board the other night.  There are very small modifications in the job description for the recycling coordinator from 
the old description.  It reflects that it is now a salary position and that the hours are changed from 7am to 3:45pm.  
Councilwoman Cooke asked about the two hour notice for emergencies.   
That is copied from the old job description and the recycling coordinator didn’t have an issue with it.    
Supervisor Dermody mentioned that by making the position salaried we have saved approximately 4 hours of over-
time every week this years so far. 
Councilwoman Cooke, when you are assisting other departments are you under that department head.  Yes. 

A motion was made by Councilman Kudlack to adopt the following revisions to the job description for the 
Recycling Coordinator: change from hourly to salary and change the hours 7am - 4pm to 7am - 3:45pm; 2nd 

by Councilwoman Dorner. Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack; Nays 0 
 

PAYROLL AUDIT:  Supervisor Dermody stated that the 2009 payrolls are audited.  Councilwoman Cooke volun-
teered to do the March 2010 payroll audit. 
 

ABSTRACT OF VOUCHERS:  Councilwoman Cooke asked if she could get an abstract of vouchers from Bookkeeper 
Cornwell.  Yes. 
 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

• Mrs. La Plante asked about the records room, are you talking about a new room? 
Supervisor Dermody mentioned we are talking about expanding what we have, making it fire proof, or putting it 
someplace else.        
• Mr. Bolte, when did the Town Board approve the yellow line that you have to come up to speak?  How legal is it 

that they have to be videotaped? 
Supervisor Dermody, the whole purpose of video taping is because she hoped to put it on public access TV.  She 
would like an accurate archive of the meetings. 
• Mr. Tollner asked about the kids working in Town Hall in the records area. Will they be supervised, what about 

the privacy laws? 
Supervisor Dermody, they will be supervised and in terms of working in the records room, these are all open records 
by FOIL. They will not be able to view certain documents. 
• Mr. Tollner spoke about CHIPS. 
• Mr. Wood asked how many meetings can a councilperson miss before he can gets dismissed? 
Attorney Catalano, the council position is elected.  Attorney Catalano will check on this question of not showing up 
for meetings. 
   

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 PM; 2nd by Council-

man Kudlack. Motion Carried.  Ayes 4 – Dermody, Cooke, Dorner, Kudlack;  Nays 0  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kathleen A. Hallenbeck, Town Clerk  

 
NOTE:  Full Town Board Minutes can be found on the Town website (www.rensselaerville.com) or at the Town Hall.  
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Town Board Meetings  
Second Thursday 7:00 pm  

 

Working Meeting  
Tuesday 7:00 pm 

before regular meeting   
 

Town Justice Court  
Mondays 7:00 pm  

 

Planning Board  
First and third Thursdays 7:30 pm  

 

Zoning Board of Appeals  
First Tuesday 7:00 pm  

 

Building Inspector/Zoning Officer  
Thursday 8:00-10:00am, 7-9 pm  

 

Town Clerk's Hours  
Monday-Wednesday 9:00am-3:30pm  

Thursday 1:30pm-7:30pm  
Friday: 9:00 a.m. - Noon  

 

Supervisor's Hours  
Monday, 9am—12 noon 

Wednesday, 9am—12 noon  
Friday following monthly TB meeting 

9am—12 noon 
Other times by appointment  

 

Assessors' Hours  
Thursday 6:00 pm-8:00 pm  

 

Assessors' Clerk Hours  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday morning  

 

Dog Control Officer  
Cheryl Baitsholts  
518-797-5201  

 

Town Refuse Station Hours  
Wednesday and Saturday 

7:00am-3:45pm 
 

Water/Sewer District Meeting 
First Thursday 7:00 pm 

Town Supervisor  
Marie Dermody 
518-239-4552 (H) 

 

Town Clerk & Collector  
Kathleen A. Hallenbeck 

 

Town Justices  
Victor LaPlante 
Timothy Miller 

 

Councilpersons 
 Gary Chase,  Marion Cooke,                            
Dale Dorner, John Kudlack 

 

 Building Inspector  
& Code Enforcement Officer  

Mark Overbaugh  
 

Assessors  
Jeff Pine,  Donna Kropp,  

Michael Weber  
Rachel Chase, Clerk II 

 

Highway Superintendent 
 Gary Zeh 

 

Planning Board  
Muriel Frasher, Chairman  
Kathy Wank, Secretary 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals  
Alden Pierce, Chairman  
Kathy Wank, Secretary 

 

Deputy Town Clerk 
 Dee Andrus 

 

Bookkeeper  
Andrea Cornwell 

 
 
 
 
 

Town Hall 
518-797-3798; 518-239-4225 

Fax: 518-239-6339 
 

Town Highway Department  
518-239-4225, 518-797-3798  

 

Sen. Neil Breslin,  46th Dist.  
Capital Bldg., Room 502 

  Albany, NY 12247 
 518-455-2800  

 

Assemblyman John McEneny, 104th Dist.  
LOB, Room 648 
Albany, NY 12248  

518-455-4100  
 

County Legislature,  39th Dist.  
Alexander (Sandy) Gordon  

144 Beebe Road, Berne, NY 12023 
518-872-2602  

 

Albany County Highway Dept.  
518-239-6715,  518-239-6710 

 

Rensselaerville Fire Company, 911  
Social Number - 797-3218 

 

 Tri-Village Fire Company,  911  
Social number - 239-6780  

 

Medusa Fire Company, 911  
Back up emergency number,  

765-5979 
 Social number - 239-6166 

 

 Rensselaerville Vol. Ambulance, 911  
For Information  - 518-797-5233  

 

Albany County Sheriff, 911  
518-765-2351  

 

State Police 
 Rensselaerville and Hilltowns, 911  

518-477-9333 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

Town Supervisor: townsupervisor@rensselaerville.com; mdermody.rensselaerville@yahoo.com 
Town Clerk: townclerk@rensselaerville.com 
Newsletter: newsletter@rensselaerville.com 
Board of Ethics: ethicsboard.rensselaerville@yahoo.com 
Deputy Town Clerk: deputytownclerk.rensselaerville@yahoo.com 
Code Enforcement Officer: codeenforcement.rensselaerville@yahoo.com 
Assessors: assessors.rensselaerville@yahoo.com 
Planning Board: planning.rensselaerville@yahoo.com 
Councilman Gary Chase: gchase.rensselaerville@yahoo.com 
Councilwoman Marion Cooke: mcooke.rensselaerville@yahoo.com 
Councilwoman Dale Dorner: ddorner.rensselaerville@yahoo.com 
Councilman John “Jack” Kudlack: Jkudlack.rensselaerville@yahoo.com  
Highway Superintendent Gary Zeh: hwysupt.rensselaerville@yahoo.com  
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