Town of Rensselaerville Highway Department

Monthly Town Board Report
January 13, 2011

Current Highway Dept. Work: During the month of December the Highway
Department took care of some ditching issue’s to prevent further washouts and ice build-
ups on Siebert Road, Wood Road, Dapice Lane, Mercer Lane and also at the intersection
of Pond Hill and Stone Crop Road. We also trimmed back some tree branches that were
hitting the school buses and our plow trucks on Pond Hill Road, Hale Road, Travis Hill
Road, Wilsey Road and Cheese Hill Road.
Pucker Street —Installed Rip Rap (6”) stone in ditches to prevent or stop any erosion
issues.
Travis Hill — After consulting with the property owner we removed a hedge row along
side the road in an area that drifts heavily during the winter.
Maintenance _and Repairs: Last month we spent about $1500 on maintenance
and repairs of the trucks and equipment. Most was for getting the trucks ready for winter.
New Plow Truck: The new plow truck arrived on Thursday (Dec 23™) at about 1:30pm.
The driver had only two hours to get familiar with it since he was called in early on
Monday (Dec 27™) to plow snow (we were off Friday for the holiday). With all these
storms and lake effect snow squalls it hasn’t had a chance to sit still long enough to take a
picture. So it is getting broken in fast.
. Mailboxes: Although not intentional, some mailboxes do get hit by our plow trucks. Just
a heads up that 80% or better of the calls we get for downed mailboxes are due to the
snow hitting them as it comes off the plow rather than from the plow itself. If you could
please check that your mailbox is secured to the post sufficiently and your post is not
deteriorated, it would be helpful to both of us. Since we seem to be getting snow storm
this year that are followed by high winds, there is a lot of snow drifting afterwards. If
your mailbox is in one of these area’s that drift, you may want to fasten a long pole to
your mailbox post so the plow driver can do his best to not hit or bury it.
. Snowplowing: On the average it takes our six plow drivers from 2 % to 3 % hours to
complete their plow routes that cover almost 90 miles. If we are in the middle of a heavy
storm or a truck breaks down it may take longer. So if it is snowing at a rate of 1 to 2
inches per hour, there could be 3 to 6 inches or more of snow on your road before they
get back. Please be patient.
Highway Law: Not many are aware of this but according to NYS Vehicle and Traffic
Law 81229 it is prohibited to push snow across a highway or to leave snow in the road.
Please keep this in mind when you are plowing or shoveling your driveways this winter.
. Safety: If it ever stops snowing for more than three days we will be sending some of the
men down to the Operating Engineers Training Center for safety training.
. I Want To Know: If you have any road condition you want to inform me about, please
call our office (797-3798 or 239-4225) so that we may take care of it. Thank you.

Respectfully Submitted,
Gary Zeh
Superintendent of Highways



