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Current Highway Dept. Work:  In case nobody noticed, the highway department has been plowing 

snow and drifts at least two to three times a week. We are definitely getting an old fashioned winter this 

year. It has been reported that we have had over 60 inches of snow this year which is more than 2 feet 

above the average. Now would be a good time to mark your mailboxes with a pole and flag since the 

snow banks are not melting and are as high or higher than the boxes. We had a surprise ice storm last 

Saturday (02/06) that was supposed to be 1 to 3 inches of snow. The town roads all iced over at once and 

it took quite a while to get all the ice off. The unpaved roads had an inch of ice on them and we had to 

put chains on the front tires also just to steer the trucks. By 9 am Sunday we had almost all the roads 

clear. The Towns sand and salt budget is taking a big hit this year and is getting lower than I would like 

to see. The rest of the winter will dictate if we will run out or not.   

Maintenance and Repairs: In January we spent about $4600.00 on maintenance and repairs of the 

trucks and equipment. This included minor repairs of blown hydraulic and air lines, replacing tires and 

servicing some of the trucks.  

Obstructions:  In past winters this probably hasn‟t been a problem, but with the amount of snow we 

have had this year and the snow banks not melting I need to address Highway Law §319 in regards to 

“Obstructions”. Some residents have cars, tractors, wood, etc. adjacent to or in the roadways which 

makes it difficult if not impossible to plow the roads and get the snow banks back so there is room for 

the next storm. In paraphrasing Highway Law §319 “The public is entitled to the unobstructed…use of a 

highway. Local highway officials who have the responsibility to maintain and care for a highway have 

the implied power to summarily remove any type of obstruction from a highway. The cost is to be 

imposed on the property owner or occupant”.  With that said I am asking for your cooperation in 

removing any obstructions (machines, vehicles, implements, wood, piles of dirt or metal) at least 25 feet 

from the centerline of the road (bounds of the highway) where possible before we get the „big‟ storm. It 

would be greatly appreciated and avoid any further action.   

Safety:  In January 01, 2010 when I took over this position, the highway department (as a team) adopted 

a new safety policy were there is at least bi-weekly safety talks on relevant topics as well as viewing 

training video‟s. Each employee also signed a statement promising to wear personal protective 

equipment when necessary and as a result there were no reportable accidents or injuries during 2010. 

I Want To Know:  If you have any road condition you want to inform me about, please call our office 

(797-3798 or 239-4225) so that we may take care of them. Thank you.  

 

           Respectfully Submitted, 

           Gary Zeh 

           Superintendent of Highways 


